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LETTER XIX. 

Coal beiog the most useful and abundant of dl 
the New South Wales minerals, naturally; 
priority of notice. It is either found, or 
tions of its existence are observed, in a direct 
coast line of one hundred and twenty miles, ex- 
tending from Port Stephens to Botany Bay, and 
interiorly for about a hundred miles along Hun- 
ter's River; up some of the branches of which 
ieids of coal have been traced, several thick and 
eaiBy-worked beds being found full ninety miles 
ike tea. Petrified branches and roots of 
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trees lying loosely about — ^the very massy trunks 
of some standing upright in the ground with all 
their roots spreading out around ; — together with 
the friable sandstone forming the surface vegeta- 
ble remains ; — combine to indicate the presence of 
this mineral ; while leaves, stalks, and flowers of 
plants, constitute the vegetable petrified remains, 
between the layers of the clay-slate in more im- 
mediate contact with the coal. These leaves and 
flowers are often so perfect, that an intelligent 
geologist in Sydney has declared an able botanist 
might deduce therefrom the very species of the 
and that they are vegetables existing at 
present day: but against this supposition all 
^al experienee militates, the petrified plants 
other parts of th4|||p|rld being imiformly 
[diiuvian existence** (^.* 
The coal is generally sQifm^and dusty, but burns 
Vfellf though caking badly,^^ich is ascribed to the 
Australian vegetable subMiWPces^ out of which coal 
is formed, containing little or no resin in their 
composition. It is used cl^efly for smith's work, 
or by the government officers and the military in 
Sydney, and a few other individuals there»-— W0o4 
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^11 funiishiiig the principal material for oar fires 
in all the country portions of the colony, the fire- 
places being constmcted solely for its use. 

Coal is sold by government at the pit-month for 
&S. per ton, and at Sidney for 20«. per ton, the 
freight thereto being 15s. The Newcastle mine 
has been hitherto worked by the second-sentence 
men, sent down for punishment, and by thm 
means about four thouscmd tons are annually dug 
up and disposed of, amounting in value at the pifs 
mouth to 1000/. and at Sydney to 4000 guineas. 

At the harbour of Reid's Mistake, to the south 
of Newcastle, some cargoes have been also pro- 
cured, the coal lying here dose to the surface. 
This harbour received its name from the master of 
a ship, who was despatched to Newcastle for a 
cargo of coals before the place was colonized ; but 
not knowing its exact situation, ran into the bar- 
ham now bearing his name, loaded, and returned 
to Sydney, thinking all the while he had been at 
Keweaitle. 

The Mpply of this article is indeed inex- 
fc— ftibte , I having mvself seen veins of great 
om Muada^B Biwer, full eighty miles 
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from its moath, while up the Goulbum and its 
other branches, these veins have been found ex- 
tending. If steam-navigation should prevail here- 
after throughout the Indian Archipelago, (as we 
have every reason to conclude it will,) here is at 
once a ready market for this valuable mineral, in 
which no other country can successfully compete with 
us, on account of our proximity ; — whilst we shall 
be able readily to furnish the article to almost any 
ejLteoi* The Australian company has just obtained 
a grant of five hundred acres of .one of these coal- 
fields from the government at home; and machinery, 
able miners, and a man of high abilities to super- 
intend, are now on their way out : so that matters 
are likely henceforth to go on prosperously with us 
in this line ; and if a colonial company should start 
up ai^d compete with the '* Australian Company," 
go much the better, since the government is doubt- 
less as well disposed to accommodate any fresh 
applicants with a similar grant. 

A singular species of coal has also been found 
at B&thurst, resembling in some degree the Scotch 
Cannel coal, serving as a sort of connecting link 
bi^t.ween it and charooah which ktter it reMmUea 
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very strongly, being nearly as light and breaking 
with a similar fracture, while it bums almost with 
the steady brightness of a candle. It appears in- 
deed to form the connecting link hitherto wanted, 
as a demonstration that coal is of vegetable formar 
tion; for if the outer whitish stony crust were bro- 
ken off, I think the ablest geologbts would unhe- 
sitatingly declare it to be the absolute charcoal of 
some particular species of wood. 

Our freestone is of a grayish, sometimes ap- 
proaching to a reddish, hue, and is usually soft 
when first quarried, but gradually hardens on ex- 
posure. Some, however, of the large-grained, and 
more friable portion near the surface, from.being 
less compressed, still continues soft and crumbling ; 
and is therefore quite unfitted for the purposes to 
which stone is applied. Freestone aboimds almost 
etery where among us, and to it we are indebted 
fiur many beautiful buildiiigs, while grindstones 
hare been manufactured fnmi it on a connderaUe 
scale both for home use and exportatioD, and 
dripstones also, though with less success. The first 
cargo of grindstones ever shipped was, mifoTto^ 
^■ialy for the credit of the cotony, conpomded 
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unwittingly of onr most porous friable stone. They 
wer« sent to the Isle of France, and deposited in 
the yard of one of our merchants there to be dis- 
posed of, whose astonishment may be readily ima* 
gined, on one of his trusty slaves bursting into his 
dining-room one afternoon^ (when he was busied in 
regaling a party of friends,) wringing his hands in 
alarm, and vociferating, *' Massa, massa, oh my 
gad, grinetone all run away," which turned out to 
be literally the case, — a heavy tropical shower which 
was then falling had washed them down, and was 
actually floating them out of the yard ! 

Granite and whinstone are plentiful in various 
spots, particularly of Argyle, the land formed by 
the' decomposition of the whin being quickly dis- 
cernible from the fine ^grassy sward it exhibits, 
and the crops it returns to reward the husbandman. 
It is sometimes found in mere specks, as I may 
say, covering some two or three acres, while no 
other specimens may be seen for many leagues 
around. There is a patch of this kind near '' One- 
tree Hill," to the right of the Paramatta river, 
as you proceed froial Sydney, yielding luxuriant 
crops of whatevei' may be planted upoti it, one por- 
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tion being literally overran with the finest melons, 
which were melting ripe when I visited it. The 
whinsttme soils are much more friable than those 
from granite decomposition, which probably is the 
chief cause of the difference between them, as both 
contain lime and other similar constituents, though 
in different proportions. I am led to this conjec- 
ture partly from the fine crops I have seen pro- 
duced from granite detritus soils, on being ploughed 
and pulverized; for generally here they are so 
hard before being broken up, as almost to require 
quarrying. 

limestone has not been found in any quantity 
nearer than ninety miles from Sydney, namely, at 
Bathurst, to the west, and Argyle to the south, 
appearing chiefly there in blueish, grayish, and 
whitish strata, often of immense thickness, ap* 
proximating to marble ; and indeed actually form- 
ing in Argyle rocks of this description, fit, accord- 
ing to the opinion of Mr. Throsby, for statuary. 
The want of limestone in the county of Cumber- 
land is one of the greatest drawbacks to the suc- 
cessful cultivation of its soil; and until this is 
found, either here or near some colonial harbour. 
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whence it can be exported to Sydney, it will be 
impossible to extract such crops from the soil of 
Cumberland county, as the quality of its other 
constituent materials leads us to expect. Moun- 
tain limestone has of late been observed in Cum- 
berland, but hitherto in very inadequate quantities; 
yet, judging from what occurs in Europe, we may 
hope that a closer investigation will lead to better 
results, as it is known that wherever coal abounds, 
the mountain limestone abounds also, in seams more 
or less thick. TBese seams exist both over and 
under the coal, varying in number and density in 
various situations ; the undermost ones being al- 
ways denser than the uppermost, and of course 
holding out stronger mducements for working. 

Liine is more or less requisite in all soils, from its 
forming a constituent part of most vegetable sub- 
stmices, neutralizing or destroying the acidity of 
the soils, absorbing moisture readily, and rendering 
the ground porous and friable ; — wood ashes and 
other alkaline salts possessing somewhat the pro- 
perties, and forming the best substitutes. Impres- 
sicHis offish, shells, animals, and vegetables, abound 
in the lin(iestone rocks. 
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Gypsum, or plaster of Paris, that other excellent 
agricnltnral manure, is discovered pretty plentifdlly 
at Bathurst, and the upper portion of Hunter's 
River, about sixty miles inland. It lies in large 
nodules strewed over the ground here and there, 
particularly in the beds of gullies, formed out of 
the soft gypsum marie veins which pervade the 
soil; the gypsum becoming more and more com- 
pact as the argillaceous materials are washed out 
frcmi it, — ^until, by the cohesive affioity of its par- 
ticles, it condenses into a stone approaching the 
hardness of flint, and resembling closely in fracture 
the common alabaster. These veins are often not 
more than an inch thick, but I have found thein 
sometimes measuring several feet, the gypsum, 
however, being always more or less mixed with 
clay, — ^the latter often pervading its layers so com- 
pletely, that you could scarcely say whether the 
layer did not confam more clay than gypsum ; 
whilst, in other cases, the gypsum shows itself in 
pure layers, as white as snow, or interspersed 
through the clayey portions in nodules equally 
spotless. It forms an exoell^t niate^ial for white- 
washing, and will no doubt be most vahudble here- 
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after as a jnaQore,. its appearance beiog exactly 
similar to the gypsmn I saw e?:ported from Grand 
Hiver, on Lake Erie^ to the American shore, for 
agricultural purposea. 

Good specimens of slate haye been picked out» 
both in Argyle and other psprts of the colony, tp 
serve as substitutes for shingles when wood b^ome^ 
scarce ; but indeed the shingles almost equal tl^ 
slate, both in durability and incombustibility. 

No country in the world possesses finer pipe or 
potter's clay than this; — those who have been 
brought up in the Staffordshire potteries declaring 
it to be greatly superior to the English samples. The 
Teiy vicinity of Sydney abounds with it. and various 
places towsurd Paramatta show it no less pure. 
I know not but it n^ight be profitable as an export 
to England for potteries near the coast. 

Natiye alum is seen in abundance in Argyle, often 
crystallized in great purity; and. when roads are 
made from the sea-ports on that coast toward the 
interior, it m^y prove an exportable article to fill 
up the crevices in a variously-compounded cc^go. 

Ironstone exists, too, in inexhaustible masses^ 
comppidng entire bills to the north, near Port 
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Macquarie, some of nrhieh are highly magnetic; 
Aough not quite so p^werfkil l» to draw the 
nails out of the horses' shoes, and ptill the btit- 
tons off the jackets, as scmie oJT the facetious 
travellers in these regions have gravely assorted. 

I have seen specimens of copper from Bathurst 
and fhmi near Port Hacking, in Cumberland, and 
tin and lead also are stated to be contained in 
portions of onr continent; but really it has hitherto 
be^i so little investigated, that it may be called 
even at this day a terra incognita^ though knowii 
now more than two hundred years to the European 
world. 

An eminent mineralogical dilettante who made 
a casual trip among us some years back, nearly 
turned the hitherto sober heads of some of out 
plodding colonists by the valuable tnines of gold 
he predicted their lands to contain, from the rich 
specimens of that precious metal which he picked 
up thereupon, even before their eyes, and upon 
spots too which they had paced over some hundreds 
of times before without ever observing the like ; 
on such different principles are scientific eyes con- 
structed ! Peru was now considered a mere pauper- 
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warren in comparison to Australia ; but while oar 
Croesuses in anticipation were yet busied with 
their grave calculations about the mode in which 
the mines should be worked, and were passing days 
of care and sleepless nights in counting over their 
visionary wealt h, — the golden dreams were suddenly 
dissipated by a certain " Paul Pry" of a convict- 
servant whispering in his master's ear that '' he 
seed the gemman take the stone out of his pocket, 
drop it on the ground, and then pick it up again !" 
the truth of which was amply demonstrated by a 
patch of paper pasted upon its comer, (overlooked 
before by the delighted possessor^ proving it to 
be a specimen which the " man of science" had 
originally extracted from one of Mawe's minera- 
logical cabinets. 

This piece of scientific quackery, which the 
geologist had played ofi^ in order to have himself 
looked upon as a very great man among us, occa- 
sioned many days' amusement to the waggishly 
disposed ; but it is to this hour a very sore subject 
to the " lords of the mines." 
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LETTER XX. 

Our aborigines appear to be a cross between 
the Malay and Oriental negro of New Guinea,-^ 
their mouth, and the general contour of their face, 
partaking more of the former than the latter 
character. It is singular, that in Van Dieman's 
Land they should again approach nearer to the 
negpro ; for considering that New Holland is inter- 
posed between New Guinea and Van Dieman's 
Land/you would naturally presume that its natives 
would partake most of the New Guinea negro 
appearance. If, however, we believe that the 
Oriental negroes of New Guinea formed originally 
the population of the g^reater portion of our Eastern 
islands, we may account for this anomaly by sup- 
posing the Malay tribes to have established them* 
selves upon the coast of New Holland in early 
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times, and that their descendants gradually rooted 
oat or became blended with the aborigines. This 
hypothesis acquires strength from the fact that 
tribes nearly of a copper colour have been dis- 
covered in various parts of our continent, those at 
Port Macquarie being very savage and warlike, 
and much feared by the other natives, with whom 
they are commonly in a state of hostility. They 
are in fact pronounced to be cannibals by the 
others, and such appears to be the opinion gene- 
rally entertained of all the mulatto tribes by their 
darker brethren ; for at Bathurst, where the fame 
of these distant mulatto tribes has reached, they 
are described by the natives as ** white fellow" that 
" kill and eat black feUow." Their hostility to the 
darker tribes may be accounted for from their 
being more recent invaders. It is more feasible 
to ascribe the above as the cause of the difference 
between the long frizzly-haired native of New 
Holland and the woolly-headed native of Van 
Dieman's Land, than to suppose that Van Dieman's 
Land had been peopled direct from New Guinea 
without the intervention of Australia. The New 
Zealanders, New Caledonians, and Friendly Island- 
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fore I could have no doubt of the fact. The bones 
of the stockman lately killed in Argyle, were found 
by Captain Bishop clean picked— It is cnrions, 
that cannibalism, as far as I have heard in this 
quarter, exists only among the tribes where there 
are no hereditary chiefs, nor. indeed, I may say, 
any individuals posses»ng authority, except what 
their own strength and bravery, and the attach- 
ment of their connexions, affords. The Mar- 
quesans, Paumatoo Islanders, New Zealanders, 
and New Hollanders^ are all of this class : their 
form of government, such as it is, being purely 
i«pttbfioan9 without distinction of rank. 

In no poction of our territory have our abori- 
gines made much progress in civilizaticm, and in 
none less than within some hundred miles round 
Sydney,*— those to the north (and those to the 
south too, if we may believe accounts) materially 
excelling our old neighbours. At Port Stephens, 
northerly, commences a better order of things among 
the tribes; something of chieftainship being ap- 
parent, and all of them building comfortable huts 
of tea- tree bark, capable of containing a number 
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of persons, whicb they clean daily. The Port 
Stephens natives have in fact civilized in some re^ 
spects those of Newcastle, by their mutual ioter* 
course, for the latter are certainly a superior race 
to those of the interior, and very superior to those 
about Port Jackson. At Western Port, and other 
places southerly also, it is said that the natives 
construct comfortable huts and even villages te 
reside in,— a point wherein man appears fi»t t8 
elevate and distinguish himself above the commoa 
brute creation ; but to this point our Cumberland 
tribes have never yet attained, still contenting 
themselves with the shelter afforded by the en«- 
cfaahted mansion of Hudibras, ** With roof of air 
and walls of wind," — a good fire, and a slip of bark^ 
or bough, placed to windward for shelter, gratifying 
their most exalted wishes. Indeed, I have often 
seen them prefer the open air to the shelter of a 
hut even in a cold night, as was fully proved when 
Grovemor Macquarie humanely but unavailingly 
built a village for their residence, which was soon 
suffered to fall into decay — King Boongarre ap- 
pearing to think very lightly of the governor's 
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jadgment in providing such a hamlet, by the ccm- 
temptuous shrug he gave in replying to a question 
<< how he liked the houses?" **Murry boodgeree 
(yery good), massa, ^pose he rain.'' 

The natives throughout the county of Cumber- 
land have become so much dependent upon the 
whites, that without what they beg, earn, or steal, 
they could not well exist. The Sydney tribes live 
diidly by fishing, being supplied with hooks and 
lines by individuals in the town, to whom they 
hring all the fish they catch,, receiving payment in 
old clothes, bread, and rum. 
. The most disgraceful scenes of debauchery ori- 
ginating from the traffic, in the last^mentioned 
article have subsisted hitherto unrestrained, to 
which it is hoped our present excellent gover- 
nor will speedily put an end. Personal prosti- 
.tntion among those associating with the whites is 
'Carried on to a great extent, the husbands dis- 
poang of the favours of their wives Us the ^umvict- 
servants for a slice of bread or a pipe of tobacco. 
The children produced by this intercourse are 
generally sacrificed, as is also one of the children in 
twin cases, — ^the husbands usually enforcing the 
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death of the former, and want of aafficient suste- 
nance compelling the mothers to kill the latter. On 
Boongarre heing once remonstrated with for allow- 
ing a woman to destroy a twin-child, he shrugged 
up his shoulders, and merely sa^, "Bel bood- 
geree (not good) kill it pickaninny,*' hut made no 
subsequent efforts to check the practice. 

The women every where, that I have seen, wrap 
themselves in some species of cloak made of 
opossum skins, or else in a blanket, but the men 
walk carelessly about quite naked, without be* 
traying the least shame ; even many at this day 
parading the streets of Sydney in natural costume, 
or with a pair of breeches probably dangling round 
their necks, which the modest-meaning donor in- 
tended to be applied elsewhere. It is amusing to 
see the consequential swagger of some of these 
dingy dandies, as they pace lordly up our streets, 
with a waddie twirling in their black paws. No 
Bond-Street exquisite could ape the great man 
b etter, for none are better mimics of their supe- 
riors; our colonial climatized females mincing it 
past these undraperied beaux, or talking with them 
carelessly face to face, as if unconscious of their 
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nudity ; — while the modest neto-cofners will giggle, 
blush, cover their eyes with their fingers, and 
hurry confusedly by. 

• All the natives round Sydney understand En- 
glish well, and speak it too, so as to be understood 
by residents. The Billingsgate slang they cer- 
tainly have acquired in perfection, and no white 
need think of competing with them in abuse or 
hard swearing, a constant torrent of which flows 
from their mouths as long as their antagonist 
remains before them; it is of no use for him 
to reply, his words being quickly drowned in the 
roar .of cursings and contemptuous appellations. 
I have often stood for a considerable time wit- 
nessing contests of this kind, our native satyrs in- 
variably forcing their opponents to retrograde, 
while the instant blacky perceives whity beating a 
retreat, he vociferates after him — ** Go along, yqpi 
dam rascal; go along, you dam scoundrel ; go along, 
you dam blackguard!" exalting his voice as his 
enemy retires. But should this volley of abuse 
provoke ** white fellow" to run up and offer 
to strike him, ** blacky" would dare him ** to the 
scifatch," threatening him with the Jail and Massa 
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Wenia,^ if he attempted it. The wisest course, 
perhaps, is to turn a comer and get out of sight 
as quickly as possible, for even escaping into a 
house and shutting the door is no protection, as 
some of the most steely-tongued will sometimes 
halloo in at the window, or even through the key- 
hole, as long as they think you are in hearing. 
Their common practice of fighting amongst them* 
selves is still with the waddie,f each alternately 
stooping the head to receive the other's blows, un- 
til one tumbles down, it being considered cowardly 
to evade a stroke. Most of them, however, can 
** show ofiT" in the true Belcher style ; and indeed 
I once witnessed a battle in the streets where the 
attitudes and squaring would have done honour to 
the London ring, many well-put-in blows too being 
exchanged, though certainly there was much more 
chaffing i\\sca fighting in the case, — an active ha* 
morons little boy appearing to turn the whole into 
ridicule by dancing round and between the com- 
batants with uncouth grimaces and gestures, flou- 

* Mr. Wentworth, police magistrate, 
t ^ sort of dob. 



i 



NBW SOUTH WALES. 23 

rjfihing his waddie and singing in accompaniment 
to his pranks. 

As beggars, the whole world will not produce 
their match. They do not attempt to coax 
yon, but rely on incessant importunity; follow- 
^S youy side by side> from street to street, as 
constant as your shadow, pealing in your ears 
the never-ceasing sound of ** Massa, gim me a 
dum ! massa, gim me a dum !" (dump). If you 
have the fortitude to resist firmly, on two or 
three assaults, you may enjoy ever after a life 
of immunity ; but by once complying, you entail 
upon yourself a plague which you will not readily 
throw off, every gift only serving to embolden 
them in making subsequent demands, and with 
still greater perseverance. Neither are their 
wishes moderately gratified on this head — ^less 
than a dump (fineen pence) seldom proving satis- 
factory. When walking out one morning, I acci- 
dentally met a young scion of our black tribes, on 
taming the corner of the house, who saluted me 
with '^ Good morning, sir, good morning ;^ to 
which I in like manner responded, and was pro- 
ceeding onwards, when my dingy acquaintance 
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arrested my atteDtion by his loud vociferation of 
*' Top, sir, I want to peak to you." ** Well, what 
is it?" said 1. "Why, you know, I am your 
servant, and you have never paid me yet." " The* 
devil you are !" responded I ; "it is the first time 
I knew of it, for I do not recollect ever seeing 
your face before." *' Oh yes, I am your servant," 
replied he, very resolutely; " dont I top about 

Massa 's, and boil the kettle for you some«^ 

times in the morning ?" I forthwith put my hand 
in my pocket, and gave him all the halfpence I had, 
which I left him carefully counting, and proceeded 
on my walk ; but before advancing a quarter of 
a mile, my ears were again assailed with loud 
shouts of " Hallo ! top, top !" I turned round, and 
observed my friend in " the dark suit" beqkoning 
with his hand, and walking ve^Hleisurely toward 
me. Thinking he was despatcheorwith some mes- 
sage, I halted, but as he walked on as slowly as if 
deeming I ought rather to |p) to him than he 
come to me, I forthwith returned to meet him ^ 
but on reaching close enough, what was my asto- 
nishment on his holding out the halfpence in his 
open hand, and addressing me in a loud, grumbling. 
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demanding tone with — " Why this is not enough 
to buy a loaf ! you must give me more." ** Then 
buy half a loaf/' said I, wheeling about and re- 
suming my walk, not without a good many hard 
epithets in return from the kettle-boiler. 

Toward the Hawkesbury and Cow-pasture^ the 
aborigines are not near so debased as around 
Sydney, and most of them will live in huts if they 
are built for them. Many of these too will work 
at harvest, and attend to other matters about the 
farm, having been brought up from infancy among 
the farming whites ; but their working is only by 
fits and starts, little dependence being to be placed 
thereon. Several are employed and paid as con- 
. stables, and many now retained on clothes and ra- 
tions, in pursuance of Governor Darling's admi- 
* rable regulations, for tracking thieves and bush- 
i^gers. lake all human beings similarly situated, 
whose existence depends on the acuteness of their 
external senses, they possess amazing quickness 
of eye and ear, tracing a man's footstep with per- 
I feet ease through every description of country, 
provided it is only sufiiciently reccjpt and that no 
rain has fallen in the interval. They will guess^ 
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too, very correctly, haw long the mdividnal has 
passed, and tell whether it is the bare footstep of 
a white or a black man, by the nature of the im- 
pression. I even knew an instance where the 
tracker pronounced the robber to be knock-kneed ; 
and his surmise turned out to be just. The thieves 
will often wade up rivulets, or set fire to the grass, 
to throw the natives off their track, so sensible are 
they what vigilant pursuers they have to deal with ; 
and if they cannot do this, they will separate and 
make off in different routes, to confuse them. 

The Newcastle natives, and all the coast tribes 
northerly, are docile, obliging, and very willing 
to do occasional work, if it be not hard; but 
Johnny M'Gill, and Jemmy Jackass, from the 
Newcastle settlement, are certainly a remarkable 
exception, to the general body, as these individuals ' 
cleared ten acres of heavy- wooded land for the mis- 
sionary at Reid's Mistake as well and as quicMy as 
could be done by white people. These two na- 
tives, and another named Bob Barret, accompanied 
Captain Allman, the former humane commandant of 
Port Macquaijp, to that settlement, where he had 
beeni despatched to establish a penal station ; and 
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tfiey proved of emineDt iservice to him as bush-con- 
stables in tracing and apprehending runaways. 
Certainly three more powerful intelligent men he 
could not have selected, and such good marksmen 
were they, that every living thing would drop be- 
fore the muzzles of their^jMeces, nothing chagrining 
them more than missing their aim. Bob Barret 
pathetically laments to this day the snapping of 
his fusee at a desperate bush-ranger, at Port Mac- 
quarie, long a pest to the settlement, who through 
that mishap escaped for a time. Their names 
having been gpiven to these three men by the whites, 
they, like all our blacks, are proud to be known 
thereby, — the first request they make of a white, 
being, to name them. A brass or tin plate, with 
an inscription, is also a great desideratum in 
their eyes, to hang round their necks, giving 
them much additional consequence in the esti- 
isation of their tribes; but, as I have already 
miAf no one possesses authority farther than 
wiMrt bm own arm or greater intelligence can 
mmmmA, Most of them possess great powers 
^ mtmetj. Winging to your recollection as 
rn'M f Ikif Mmaoali they are imitating as if 



28 . LBTTEBS FROM 

the latter were strutting in propria persona be- 
fore you ; while their drollery and wit are often 
considerable, and they apply nicknames happily, 
thus denominating one gentlemen here, with a 
wry mouth, Wullywally — ^from that feature resenif- 
bling a twisted fruit so called ; — another, with an 
impediment in his speech, Coorakabundy (the 
frog)i from his peculiar articulation ; and a third 
Parembang (emu) from his singular walk* The 
gentleman with the wry mouth being commdndant 
at one of the out-settlements, the natives took it 
into their heads that this was an essential of 51:0- 
vernorshipf and they could not contain' their aste- 
liishment on finding, upon inquiry, that the ** cobawn 
(big) g^bemor, had not mout so (screwing theirs 
into, the appropriate shape), like the narang (little) 
gobemor." 

It was our good-humoured facetious Boongarre 
of whom the story is . told about the mulatto child 
which bis gin brought forth. If you ask Boongarre 
about it even now, be will shrug his shoulders^ 
laugh heartily, and exclaim, *'0h yesj my gin 
eatit too much white bread /" accompanied by that 
sort of knowing humorous lode . whidi shows he 
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both QQclerstands and relishes the uhpdrt of th^ 
joke. 

Tliese saTages possess a natural politeness, and 
most of them soon learn to improve their carriage 
and manners by studying those of the better-bred 
among the whites ; while, in a dighifiid smile and 
bow, none will exceed some of our dingy neighs 
hours. They often display uncommon tact and 
cunning in the management of matters suitable U 
their own interests, and will frequently outwit the 
most wary. A young friend of mine happctain^ 
by accident to shoot a long-legged wader, named 
here a redbill, (Iei frequenter of a pond on his 
father^s property which he had been particularly 
desired not to harm,) had almost forgotten iih^ 
eireamstance, till one day he was tasking a natiy^ 
about stealing some com, an offence which the lat^ 
ter most stoutly denied; but my friend pushing the 
evidence so closely home that he was on the point 
of being silenced, his gin, who had been listenk^ 
to the dialogue, (perceiving her husband about to 
be overpowered,) shouted out, *^ Ah Massa William, 
who ikoot de rtdbilU I tell you fader!" thus 
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taming the tables, and forcing Massa William to 
compound matters for mutual advantage. 

Although I have novr taken out upwards of six 
hundred convicts, of all descriptions, versed in 
every species of cunning, address, and plausibility, 
yet none of that number ever exceeded in the«e 
particulars a bush acquaintance of mine on Hunt- 
er's Biver, of the name of Ben. This fellow was 
really such a consummate knave, that he for a long 
while imposed upon me as being one of the 'most 
open, candid, and staunch friends I had: ''He 
was an accomplished thief, and whenever he 
exercised that calling, would instantly run and 
acquaint me that such another black had done it ! 
telling, at the same time, the individual whom he 
had charged with the theft, that I was ffoing to 
shoot him, to make him run away and thus to 
convince me of the truth of the account : when at 
length detected in any instance, he would turn the 
thing off with so much nonchalance, that you were 
almost persuaded it was not his intention to steal. 
This man never for an instant lost his self-posses- 
sion, nor appeared offended with the charge you 
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made ; but would coolly and quietly make Ids de- 
claration of innocence, or innocent motives, as if 
he felt so conscious of his rectitude that all your 
reproaches could not anger him. I had frequently, 
at his solicitation, given him a loaded musket, to 
shoot a kangaroo for me : but Ben never yet suc- 
ceeded in this, having either missed or wounded 
them only — some such excuse being always ready ; 
till, observing me invariably examine the piece, 
to ascertain if it. had been discharged, and seeio^^ 
that I would no longer be put off with such 
prevarication, he fell upon another plan; On 
his begging most fervently one day for the mus- 
ket, I at last assented, telling him if he fired this 
time and did not kill, he should never have the 
loan of it again. To this he agreed, and away 
he went, but returned in about three hours, de- 
claring he could see none, and coolly asked me for 
some wickeye (bread) and cudgel (tobacco) for his 
trouble. I sounded with the ramrod, and finding 
the charge still in the barrel, forthwith complied 
with Ben's request ; but a few days after, wishing 
to fire off the charge, the powder flashed so often 
in the pan, that I drew out the loading, and so<m 
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had my wonder cleared up at its frequent flashings, 
(notwithstanding all my pricking and priming,) on 
finding the load to consist merely of paper^ grass, 
and small stones^ so firmly rammed together that 
it was iBi^itfa great difficulty I could extract them ! 
I found afterwards that my knave had shot a 
kangaroo every day whereon he had borrowed 
the musket ; but deeming the whole better than 
iSiehalf, had concealed them in the bush to be de- 
voured at his leisure. This fellow possesses great 
influence among the neighbouring tribes^ and has 
been the principal leader and instigator of all tte 
murders and robberies committed by them of late 
on Hunter's River. 

They are excellent marksmen when accustomed 
to the musket, and dangerous subtle enemies 
when at variance with the whites, as, from their 
quickness of sight, they can detect instantly the 
smallest object moving in the woods, and track 
readily almost every animal that perambulates the 
forests. Therefore it is quite impossible to sur* 
prise them, at any time except early in the morn- 
ing, through, the assistance of a native guide : while 
they can always steal in upon the whites, by 
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gliding from tree to tree ; for even when yon di» 
8ee them, it is no easy matter to distinguish them 
from a burnt stick. They are fearful to attack thcf 
whites, though ever so few in number, tf armed 
with muskets^ knowing the unerring destructive- 
ness of those weapons; and the best way of re- 
treating safely is, by only pointing the musket af 
them, to keep them at bay, — as the moment it is 
fired, they rush in and spear their victim. During 
the harassing warfare with them in 1816, a stock«> 
man told me, that while watching his cattle, and 
amusing himself in carving a walking-stick, with a 
fine kangaroo dog beside him, he wa. startled se- 
veral times by the loud snorting, snuflSng, and 
restlessness of the herd, betokening somewhat 
disagreeable to them at hand ; but although ex* 
amining carefully with his eye every object aroundi 
he could perceive no cause for their alarm, till a 
sudden whizz pointed out his cunning enemy, the 
spear passing him, and pricking his canine com« 
panion to the ground. The savages^ who had 
closed upon him in a semidrcle, as is their usual 
way, gave a tremendous shout, and let fly ashower 
of spears, which he evaded by crouqUng behiBd 
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a tree ; and seizing his musket^ he kept them from 
closing, retreating slowly toward home, till he 
saw a fair chance for a race, when bolting off, with 
the savages yelling at his heels, he gained a river, 
and crossed it by swimming, in defiance of them 
all. — ^The cattle have a particular dislike to the 
smell of them, as I have often seen these very res- 
tive, even when they could not see the object 
of their olfactory antipathy; and whenever they 
meet with natives in the bush, they either run 
from them, snorting and kicking up their heels, or 
pursue them as if furiously mad, making them 
clamber up the trees with the nimbleness of mon- 
keys. 

In common with almost all savages, revenge 
with them is never satiated till quenched in the 
blood of an adversary. Like the Chinese, they 
are not particular about the person ; but if a white 
injures them, they generally satisfy their rage 
upon the first of that colour they can conveniently 
meet with. They know not, in their wild state, 
what it is either to forget or forgive ; and when 
once they murder a white, always expect to be 
retaliated upon for it, whatever appearances of 
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friendship the other whites may put on,— ^still be-' 
Jieying they are yet to soffer^and that only fear or 
want of opportunity prevents a reprisal. Hence, 
until some of the tribe are, killed by the whites, 
they never conceive themsielves safe, and usu- 
ally continue their murderings until, in retalia* 
tion, blood is expiated by blood. Throughout the 
county of Cumberland in 1816, and more lately 
at Bathurst, the most dreadful excesses were com- 
mitted by them till hunted down by bodies of sol- 
diers and settlers with the aid of other natives. 
Many, very many lives might have been saved, 
had timely and eflScient means been adopted ; for it 
has been observed ^at the various tribes of sava- 
ges have always one time or other essayed a trial 
of str^igth with the whites, and when once fairly 
satisfied of their inferior power, live ever after^ 
wards in perfect harmony with them. 

They had often, no doubt, just cause of hostility 
in the misc<mduct of the convict stockmen ; but as 
the innocent suffered equally with the guilty in 
thw murderous assaults, and it was known that 
forbearance only rendered matters worse^ deter- 
jnioed means ought to have been instantly adopted 
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to orush the hostile confederacy. In the late mnr- 
ders at Hunter's River, however, their conduct 
was marked by circumstances of the most cowardly 
wanton atrocity. Mr. Greig, a Scotch settler^ had 
located himself upon that river, about ninety miles 
inland, and business calling him to Sydney, he left 
his cousin, the son of a dissenting clergyman in 
Fife, to manage his affairs, assisted by an Irish 
convict servant, lately arrived. Their remote in- 
sulated situation appears to have prompted the 
blacks to the resolution of murdering these two 
unfortunate men, and plundering the premises. 
With this view they approached in their usual 
friendly manner, and, while Mr. 6. was sitting 
upon a log-stool, close to the hut-door, reading 
Bums's Poems, a tall, lame, villanous-looking ruf- 
fian, named Nullan-nuUan (or the beater), glided 
behind him with a tremendous club, and by a blow 
upon the back of the head plastered the floor an4 
wall of. the hut with his brains. . The poems ap- 
peared to have shared a portion also, but what is 
singular, were regained after being a month in 
possession of the savages, without the destruction 
of a single leaf. When discovered two days after^ 
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Mr. 6/8 skull was as dear of braios as if they had 
been licked out by a dog» — supposed to have been 
the work of these cannibals. The servant was 
found about sixty yards off, covered by a few bran- 
ches, — the house being plundered of every thing 
useful to them, and the spoil divided equally 
among the tribes present. The sheep were all dis- 
covered pasturing near the place, watched by a 
faithful Scotch collie. Dreading pursuit, they set 
off immediately to pay a visit to the Richmond 
blacks, and on return to their old haunts, chased 
several mounted settlers on the Bulgar road, and 
paid a visit to a stock hut. inhabited by three free^ 
men, at Putty, to whom several of them were 
known. Here they reacted their former atrocities, 
first cunnmgly borrowing the fowling-pieces on 
pretence of shooting a kangaroo, and setting one 
of their jTtits (wives) to amuse and deceive their 
entertainers by singing ** Johnny stays long at the 
fair ;" the crafty wretch actually substituting the 
name of the intended victim for the my, in " to tie 
up my bonny brown hair." While the unfortunate 
man's attention was occupied by the wiles of this 
ihe devil, one of the gang slipped behind and felled 
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him dead with his '* waddie ;" the second white be- 
iDg assailed, beat senseless, and left for dead by 
the wretches outside of the hut ; — ^while the third, 
who witnessed the fate of his comrade, escaped to 
Richmond, and gave the alarm. 

A party of constables and soldiers was forthwith 
despatched to punish the murderers, and near the 
scene of these atrocities fell in with a recent natiye 
track, which was followed until a horde was dis- 
covered in a small valley. The party presented 
their pieces and ordered them to surrender, upon 
which they all jumped up and bounded into the 
woods ; but one bold fellow shamed a number of 
them to stop and give battle, fearlessly advancing 
in front, brandishing his spear, and shouting, 
" Come on, white fellow — black fellow no jirrand " 
(afraid). While in the act of throwing at a soldier, 
he was, however, wounded by a constable, when 
all started off yelling in chorus together. Wish- 
ing to secure one of the group to obtain informa- 
tion, a female with a child on her shoulders was 
pursued, as the most likely to be caught, and here 
a striking instance of parental affection was dis- 
played. Though she must have expected to be 



NBW SOUTH WALBS. 88 

shot every instant, and even in case of being taken 
to die, in conformity with their own customs, yet 
she nobly determined to risk her own life to save 
that of her infant, and ran on with it, screaming 
to the father for help. At length, exhausted by 
her efforts, she sank with her load in a soft 
marsh, and all hope appeared to be vanished, when 
the infant's father suddenly made his appearance 
on the brow of an adjacent height, in fearless 
defiance of his enemies, and announced his pre- 
sence by a loud shout. On seeing succour near, 
she quickly pushed the child along toward its fa- 
ther, who encouraged it, by cheering shouts and 
clapping of the hands, to approach him ; while the 
little creature, as if aware of its danger, clambered 
up the face of the hUl with amazing rapidity, 
mounted its father's shoulders, and both quickly 
vanished in the woods. It turned out afterwards 
that this was unfortunately a friendly tribe, who 
had nothing to do with the murders, although in 
company with the others after the deeds were 
done, but from the female they gleaned all the re- 
quisite information regarding the guilty g^g. The 
two whites were found in the hut, one quite dead. 
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but the other sufficiently sensible to give a clear 
account of the whole affair. 

You must never strike one ofthe wild natives, un- 
familiarized to Europeans, even if you detect them 
in theft, — or they will revenge themselves by taking 
your life some time or other if you do not tho- 
roughly pacify them ; for in their barbarous state, a 
man's life is as little thought of as that of a butter- 
fly; nor must you either show fear or bluster 
over them, when you are in their power, both tend- 
ing to make them put you to death, but look and 
act with cool determination, and as if you placed 
the most perfect confidence in them. — If you mis- 
represent any thing, either, which falsity they af- 
terwards detect, — or make a promise which you 
do not keep, they will never confide in you again. 
They possess some feelings of superstition, — for it 
can scarcely be called religion, since it neither in- 
fluences them to the commission of good actions 
nor deters them from the perpetration of bad. 
They believe in a good spirit, which they csdl 
Koyan, and in an evil spirit named Potoyan. The 
former is held to watch over and protect them from 
the machinations of the latter, and to assist in re- 
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stoiing the childr^i which the other decoys, to 
devour. They first propitiate Koyan by an ofier- 
iDg of spears, then set out in quest of the lost 
child; which if they discover, Koyan of course 
obtains the credit, but if it is not to be found, they 
infer that something has been done to incur his dis^ 
pleasure. Potoyan strolls about after dark seeking . 
for his prey, but is afraid to approach a fire, which 
serves as a> protection against him; therefore they 
are teither fond of travelling after dark, nor of 
sleeping without a fire beside them. The Sydney 
blacks make a large fire and sleep around it, but in 
the interior they coil themselves singly round one 
which you might put in the crown of your hat. 

Potoyan is provoked, however, if you swing a 
fiery stick round ! " Dont, dont !" the timid ones 
will say, " Devil — devil come !" his usual mode rf 
announcing his approach being by a low continu- 
ous whistle, like a gentle breeze singing through 
the branches of a tree, which Potoyan's whistle 
doubtless is. A gentleman at Newcastle took ad- 
vantage once of this circumstance to clear his ve- 
randa of m group of these believers in the powers 
of Potoyan, who had huddled together in it for the 
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nighty but were keeping both themselves and the 
proprietor in sleepless purgatory by the incessant 
and discordant clacking of their tongues. Seeing 
no likelihood of getting rid of this annoyance, he 
slipped gently to the window^ opened it quietly, 
and quavered forth Potoyan's portentous virhistle. 
A confused low muttering was first heard, then 
followed a deadly silence, as if all ears were eagerly 
listening to make out the sound ; — ^when again 
tuning his pipe, up they started and bolted nimbly 
ofi^, never making a bed-chamber of the same ye- 
randa again ! Though brutal often to each other, 
and killing without ceremony their new-bora chil- 
dren when means of support are denied, yet 
those they do rear are tended with great affection, 
and their sorrow for the loss of relations, though 
brief, is acute. 

They are not over delicate in their food at any 
time, but more particularly when hunger presses ; 
grubs, snakes, stinking whales, and even vermin, 
being then all eagerly gobbled up, — so that when 
every other resource fails, like the monkey tribe 
they pick their breakfasts off each other. In 
hunting the kangaroo, emu, and opossum, they 
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display great qtiicknessof sight and sagacity, often 
walking up close to the two former by dodging 
from tree to tree/ and spearing them before they 
are aware of the yicinity of their enemy. — On pass- 
ing through the wood, they examine every tree 
with a hole or hollow limb in it, and also all the ad- 
jacent trees, for marks of the opossum's claws ; 
because the opossums often run up a neighbouring 
tree and jump to the one wherein their retreat is, 
to avoid being traced. On the claw-marks being 
discerned, they climb up by successive notches in 
the bark, to place the great toe in ; and reaching 
.the hole, probe it with a long stick, the feel of 
which when it reaches the bottom of the hole tells 
-them whether there is an opossum there or not. 
If they cannot now reach the opossum with their 
hand, they cut a hole a little way above it, then 
probe well again, to make it hide its head, thrust 
in their hand, and seizing the animal by the tail, 
pull it out, and kill it by a swinging dash against 
the trunk of the tree. 

They are very fond of having their hair cropped 
by a white, on account of the comparative quick- 
ness and ease with which the scissors perform the 
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operation^ to their usual instrument — ^a shell. On 
my first taking up my abode in the vicinity of 
some tribes in a great measure unacquainted witk 
Europeans^ I had 'frequently this ceremony to per^ 
form, to amuse them, and get rid of their impor- 
tunities; an^ whenever afterwards I chanced to 
meet them in the woods, they would shout loudly 
as soon as they saw me, and pat their heads, to 
show they were my old friends by the token of 
their cropped polls. Some were excessively alarmed 
on my showing them their face in a glass, one old 
man looking so comically grave and terrified, that 
I could not help laughing ; and opening my mouth, 
I made a bite at his visionary head, as if going 
to snap it off, when he gave a sigh and a shiver- 
turning on one side to avoid the sight, but ma- 
king no attempt to run away. I then turned the 
glass constantly toward his face, whichever way 
he twisted himself; when, as if to hide from 
the terrible apparition before him, he shut his eyes 
determinedly, os though he would squeeze them 
into his head, shivering like a man in an ague- 
fit all the while, and giving a cautious wink every 
now and then to ascertain if the goblin was gone ! 
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and there I stood with smiling lips and he with 
shattering teeth for a minute's space, till another 
Qative smoothed down his fears ; but the anxious 
harried look and forced hoarse l^gh he afterwards 
gave when taking another peep, showed how little 
he relished the vision. ^ 

. From their natural filthiness, the women soon 
become diseased with gonorrhoea, and propagate 
this infectious malady among the convict-servants 
who cohabit with them. 1 have often observed 
the men, too, labouring under eruptions of the 
skin resembling syphilis, and open tumours also in 
their groios apparently of the same nature; but 
^e with them cures all disorders. I observed a 
man who had a stump sticking in his foot, to dig 
9. hole and bury the wounded member in the soft 
moist earth before extracting the foreign body, — 
a sort of sorry substitute for a poultice. 

They are lively, good-humoured, inquisitive, and 
intelligent; and are found to acquire the know- 
ledge of reading, writing, &c., almost as expertly 
as Europeans. If their intellectual functions, then, 
are thus so' far above debasement, how is it that 
the abject animal state in which they live, and 
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their great and glaring deficiency in all the osefiil 
mechanical arts (in comparison with other savages), 
should place them at the very zero of civilization, 
constituting in a measure the connecting link be- 
tween man and the monkey tribe? — for really some 
of the old women only seem to require a tail to 
complete the identity : while the manner in which 
I have seen these aged beldames scratch them- 
selves, bore such a direct analogy to the same 
operation among the long-tailed fraternity, that I 
could not, for the life of me, distinguish the dif- 
ference. Most of our aborigines, however, are far 
from ugly ; nay, many of the young of both sexes 
are tolerably handsome ; but as for the old women, 
they are absolute frights. We may, I think, in 
a great measure impute their present low state of 
civilization, and deficiency in the mechanical arts, 
to the nature of the country they inhabit, the kind 
of life they lead, and the mode of government they 
live under. 

Civilization depends more upon the circom* 
stances under which man is placed than upon any 
innate impulse of his own, — the natural inclinations 
of man tending toward the savage state, or that 
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in which food is procured with the least possible 
effort ; — there being something so irresistibly cap- 
tivating in a wild, roaming life of this description, 
that few who have made the trial ever relish civi- 
lized society thoroughly again. It is only neces- 
sity that urges mankind to congregate in fixed 
habitations, and raise their food by the sweat of 
their brow ; for if it could still be procured in as 
easy a way by civilized Europeans as by our uncul- 
tivated tribes, the European woods would soon 
abound with creatures nearly as rude and idle as 
our natives. 

Here, though game and other articles of suste- 
nance in the interior woods be tolerably abun- 
dant, yet they are so scattered that the natives 
must be constantly on the move from place to place 
to obtain them ; so that fixed residences would be 
impracticable : while from this constant shifting, the 
lighter their baggage is, the more expeditiously 
can they move along, and consequently only the 
most common and most useful utensils are carried 
with them* 

The New Zealauder is obliged to form a fixed 
resideiice^ i^ultivate yams and sweet potatoes, and 
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breed hogs, for his support; because the woods do 
not afford him sufficient game wherewith to main- 
tain life ; he ornaments his huts with carved cups 
and other useful appendages, to amuse his leisure 
hours, and serve, as objects of pride, to look at. 
Our Australian tribes, however, find sufficient 
amusement in the constant shifting of scene in 
pursuit of their necessary food, while by means of 
their perpetual wars and the practices of spear- 
throwing, child-murder, and concubinage, they 
keep down population ; obtaining their livelihood 
thus easily through their diminutive numbers by 
roaming through the woods. They are never 
driven to the necessity of congregating, and sup- 
plying their wants by artificial means, like the na- * 
tives of most of our southern islands. 

It is, I repeat, the necessity springing from over- 
grown population, and difficulty in obtaining food* 
except by artificial means, that first drives man,, r 
into taking up a fixed abdde : but here neither of 
these causes operates; those natives at all ap- 
proaching to the character of " livers ukder roofs,** 
being the inhabitants of some portions of the sea- " 
coast, where fish and oysters so abound as to 
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afford them a constant supply of food for the 
greater portion of the year, admitting them thus 
to remain for a considerable period at one spot, 
and inducing them to construct habitations for that 
period to shelter themselves in. 

The mode of their government, however, is I 
think by far the most insuperable bar to their 
civilization ; and I know of no savages living in 
the same state, who have as yet readily been ex- 
alted above the debased condition in which they 
were originally found. The first symptom of 
advancement in a savage body is the establish- 
ment of chiefs, either elected or hereditary, to 
whom all pay submission, and to whose protection 
they trust their persons and properties. But h^re 
no such institution exists ; might alone constitutes 
right ; and as, consequently, the weak and indus- 
trious have no protection for their property against 
the strong and lawless, they have no inducement 
to accumulate that which may draw down violence 
upon their persons. In primitive conmiunities, 
generally speaking, the chiefs must be hereditary, 
and must have acquired power to control the 
others, before much improvement can take place ; 
VOL. ii> c 
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when, if these chiefs exercise their power with 
justice, and secure the inviolability of persons and 
property, industry will soon be encouraged, and 
various useful arts originated. If in this state of 
embryo advancement, a chief of ability starts up 
who employs the resources of his mind in the ame- 
lioration of his people, the society he governs will 
proceed far more rapidly. 

The North American tribes form an apt illus- 
tration of these observations, — the chiefs being mere 
advisers, as it were, possessing no power to enforce 
their counsel, and consequently no means of break- 
ing up the old savage habits of the tribes, and 
impelling them onwards in the path of civilization. 
The New Zealanders form an apter illustration 
still; no chieftains, either elected or hereditary, 
existing among them to enforce obedience in* the 
community, the only sort of control admitted by 
the tribes being similar to that exercised oyer 
predatory banditti by their leader; for although 
missionaries have now been fifteen years among 
them, the New Zealand tribes continue to this day 
as barbarous as when those " worthy men" first 
took up their abode among this cannibal race. 
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Yet what a contrast do the tribes of the same 
nation now exhibit in the other Sonth-Sea islaacU, 
nnder a more effective system of government! 

At Otaheite, the Sandwich islands, and the 
various other South-Sea gronps now christian- 
ized, the missionaries, by securing the good will 
of the absolute kings and chiefs, and gaining 
them over to their opinions, not only secured tbeir 
own persons and property, but ultimately obtained 
able assistants in converting and civilizing the body 
of the people. A degree of force we find to be 
absolutely necessary to uige man toward civili- 
zation, in his primitive debased state, and cause 
him to break up those habits he had acquired. It 
is only when the mind is more enl^htened, and 
reason supersedes animal instinct, that civilizatioB 
will steadily advance among the community by the 
exertions of individual members. In countries, 
tiierefore, where absolute hereditary cfai^ exist, 
you have only to gain them over to forward your 
views ; but in countries differently circumstanced, 
you must absolutely secure the young, wean then 
from parental influence, and infuse into them new 
ideas and opinions before you can make much pro- 
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gress. We had an institution here, in Governor 
Macquarie's time, where the native children were 
educated, and turned out of it at the age of pu- 
berty good readers and good writers ; but being all 
associated together, and their native instincts and 
ideas still remaining paramount, they took to their 
old habits again as soon as freed from thraldom* 
Major Goulburn saw the defects of this system 
when he had the direction of colonial affairs, and 
wisely broke up this institution, quartering the 
boys in the Male and the girls in the Female 
Orphan Asylum, where^ mixing with a numerous 
population of white children, they will gradually 
imbibe their ideas, and manners and customs too ; 
and if care is only taken to provide them with hu- 
mane masters, no doubt good effects will result* I 
have seen some native youths who made very to- 
lerable servants for knife-cleaning and such-like, 
even although taken into the house after being 
grown up ; but . fixed occupations will probably 
never answer, for the first and second generations 
of thejse young savages, at least; the wild feeling 
inherent in them must have time to wear out. 
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LETTER XXL 



Our colonial-born brethren are best known here 
by the name of Currency ^ in contradistinction ti> 
Sterling y or those bom in the mother-country. Tlie 
name was originally given by a facetious paymaster 
of the seventy-third regiment quartered here^ — the 
pound . currency being at that time inferior to the 
pound sterling. Our Currency lads and lasses- are 
a fine interesting race, and do honour to the coun- 
try whence they originated. The name is a suffi- 
cient passport to esteem with all the weUriKbrmed 
and right-feeling portion of our population ; but it 
is most laughable to see the capers some of our 
drunken old Sterling madonnas will occasionally cut 
over their Currency adversaries in*^ quarrel. It 
is then, " You saucy baggage, how dare you set 
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up your Currency crest at me? I am Sterling y and 
that ni let you know !" 

To all acquainted with the open manly simpli- 
city of character displayed by this part of our po- 
pulation, its members are the theme of uifiversal 
praise ; and^ indeed, what more can be said in their 
favour, than that they are little tainted with the vices 
80 prominent among their parents ! Drunkenness is 
almost unknown with them, and honesty prover- 
bial; the few of them that have been convicted 
having acted utider the bad auspices of their pa- 
rents or relatives; They grow up tall and slen-* 
der» like the Americans, and are generally remark- 
able for that Gothic peculiarity of fair hair and 
blue eyes which has been noticed by other wri« 
ten. Their complexions, when young, are of a 
reddish sallow, and they are for the most part 
easily distinguishable— even in more advanced 
years — ^from those born in England. Cherry cheeks 
are nbt aecompaniments of our climate, any more 
than that of America, where a blooming com- 
plexion will speedily draw upon you the observa- 
tion, " You are from the old country, I see !" 

The young females generally lose their teeth 
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early also, like the Americans and 'West TniiJanSj-^ 
this calamity always commencing about the peiioi 
of .puberty: it may possibly be asmbed to the 
climatizing process, as we see nearly gll plants and 
animA suffer considerable change in appearance 
on transplantation to a different latitude: we may 
theiefoie hqpe this defect will subude when a few 
generatums have passed away. ** The CunrenGy 
lads" is now a popular standing toast, since it 
was g^ven by Major Goulbum at the Agricultural 
dinner, while ** The Currency lasse&f gives name 
to one of pur most favourite tunes*. 1 > 

llie young men of low rank are fonder of biad^ 
ing Aemselves to trades, or going to. sea, than 
passing into the employ of the settlers, as regular 
farm-senrants. This no doubt arises partly from 
their unwillingness to mix with the (Convicts so uni^ 
versally employed on farms, partly from a sense of 
pride ; for, owing to convicts being hitherto almost 
the sole agricultural labourers, they naturally lodk 
upon that vocation as degrading in the same man- 
ner as white men in slave colonies reg^ard worii: of 
any kind, seeing that none but slaves do work. It 
is partly this same pride, as much aa the hostile 
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sentiments instilled into them by their parents^ 
that makes them so utterly averse to fill the situ- 
ation of petty constables, or to enlist as soldiers. 

The young girls are of a mild-tempered, modest 
disposition, possessing much simplicity m cha- 
racter ; and, like all children of nature, credulous, 
and easily led into error. The lower classes are 
anxious to get into respectable service, from a laud*- 
able wish to be independent, and escape from the 
tutelage of {heir often profligate parents ; — and like 
the **braw Scotch lasses," love to display their 
pretty curly locks, tucked up with tortoiseshell 
combs — and, slip-shod or, bare-footed, trip it mer- 
rily along. They make generally very good ser- 
vants, their wages varying from 10/. to 15/. per 
annum. They do not commonly appear to class 
chastity as the very first of virtues, which circum- 
stance arises partly from their never being tutored 
by their parents so to consider it, but more espe- 
cially from never perceiving its violation to retard 
marriage. They are all fond of frolicking in the 
water, and those living near the sea can usually 
swim and dive like dab-chicks. 
The Currency youths are warmly attached to 
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their coimtryy which they deem unsurpassable, and 
few ever visit England without hailing the d^y x>f 
their r^^tcrn as the most delightful in their lives; 
while almost every thing in the parent-land sinks in 
relati^ value with similar objects at home. Indeefl, 
when comparing the exhilarating summer aspect of 
Sydney, with its cloudless sky, to the dingy gloom pf 
a London street, no wonder a damp should be cast 
over the ethereal spirits of those habituated to the 
former; and who had possibly been led into ex« 
travagant anticipations regarding London, by the 
eulogiums of individuals reluctantly torn from its 
gpiilty joys. A young Australian, on being onee 
asked his opinion of a splendid shop on Ludgate 
Hill, replied, in a disappointed tone, ^* It is not 
equal to Big Cooper^s,^ (a store-shop in Sydney,) 
while Mrs. Rickards' Fashionable Repository is 
believed to be unrivalled, even in Bond Street. 
Some of them, also, contrive to find out that the 
English cows give kss milk and butter than the 
Australian, and that the choicest Newmarket 
racers possess less beauty and swiftness than Ju^ 
nius, ModuSy Currencg Lass, and others of Aus- 
tralian turf pedigree; — nay, even a young girl. 
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when asked how she would like to go to Eng- 
land, replied with great naivete, ** I should be 
afraid to go, from the number of thieves there,'' 
doubtless conceiving England to be a downright 
hive of suchy that threw off its annual swihns to 
people the wilds of this colony. Nay, the very 
miserable-looking trees that cast their annual coats 
of bark, and present to the eye of a raw European 
the appearance of being actually dead, I have 
heard praised as objects of incomparable beauty ! 
and I myself, so powerful is habit, begin to look 
upon them pleasurably. Our ideas of beauty are, 
in truth, less referable to a natural than an arti- 
/eta/ standard, varying in every country according 
to what the eye has been habituated to, and fashion 
prescribes. 

The youths generally marry early, and do not 
seem to relish the system of concubinage so popular 
among their Sterling brethren here. In their amo- 
rous flirtations, I cannot find that they indulge in 
exchange of love-tokens, mementos of roses, shreds 
of ribbons, broken sixpences, and the like t($iider 
reminiscences, fashionable among the melting strip- 
lings of humble birth in {!ngland;. the only ap- 



NBW SOUTH WALES. 59 

proach to these antique customs wifiiessed by me, 
consisting of a hock of pickled pork and a pound 
of sixpenny sugar^ conveyed by way of sap to un- 
dennine the impregnahle fortress reared by the 
virtue of one of our Newgate nuns ; but whether 
in accordance to colonial custom, or to minister to 
the lady's refined penchant for such delicacies, I 
cannot take upon me to decide. 

A number of the slang phrases current in St. 
Giles'^B Oreeh bid fair to become legitiinatized in 
the dictionary of this colony : plants swag, pullinff 
up, and other epithets of the Tom and Jerry school, 
are established — the dross passing here as genuine, 
even among all ranks, while the native word jir- 
rand (afraid) has become in some measure an 
adopted child, and may probably puzzle our future 
Johnsons with its unde derivatur. In opr police- 
offices, the slang words are taken regularly down 
in examinations, and I once saw a little urchin not 
exceeding ten years patter it in evidence to the 
bench with the most perfect fluency. Among the 
lower classes, these termis form a part of every 
common conversation; and the children conse- 
qsently catch them. An acquaintance in Van 
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Dieman's land/ who had ordered his eldei^t boy to 
give up a plaything to a younger, only a week 
after arrival, was puzzled to make out the mean- 
ing of the latter, on its afterwards running in to 
him and calling out, ** Pa! Bill has planted it" 
(hid it). In addition to this, the London mode of 
pronunciation has been duly ingrafted on the col- 
loquial dialect of our Currency youths, and even 
the better sort of them are apt to meet your obser- 
vation of ** A fine day," with their improving re- 
sponse of " Wery fine indeed !" This is accounted 
for by the number of individuals from London and 
its vicinity, who speak in this manner, that have 
become residents in the colony, and thus stamped 
the language of the rising generation with their 
unenviable peculiarity — an explanation according 
with all past experience. In the north of Ireland, 
Scotch superstitions, Scotch prudence, and Scotch 
pronunciation, still strongly mark the majority of 
the people, though that portion of the country 
was settled two centuries ago by emigrants only 
partly from Scotland. To similar causes may be 
traced the various tones and expressions now pre- 
valent in the United States. Thus the nasal 
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twang {^nerally current there is doubtless derived 
from the Puritan ancestors of New England , who 
would 

^ Quarrel with mioce-pies, and disparage 
Tiieir best and dearest friend plum-porridge ; 

' Fat pigs and goose itself oppose, 
And blaspheme custard through the nose,** 

The last-mentioned mode of disparagement may 
be said chiefly to arise from custard being too pro- 
fane a word to pollute the mouth with; but even 
at the present day this same twang is looked upon 
as a peculiar reconmiendation by the evangelicals. 
Look also at the scriptural names which all the 
New Englanders still bear, from a proper selec- 
tion of which as godly-named a parliament as the 
'* old rump" might yet be formed. 

As an instance of this inheritance of pronuncia- 
tion ; — I once met with a family of the name of 
Carr, in Upper Canada, of the third or fourth 
generation from Irish parentage, whose tongues 
had as fluent a tip of the brogue as if they had 
newly eloped from the bogs, occasioned by their 
being bom in a part of the States originally settled 
from Iidaod. A span (pair) of horses is a com- 
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mon expression through all the statd of New York, 
and even as far as Upper Canada, originating from 
the Dutch portion of their ancestry, as I had after- 
wards an opportunity of proving by finding the 
same terms current at the Cape. Thus too the 
expressions ** I guess," " I calculate," and " tar- 
nation," are all common English provincialisms, 
and may be found in the common parlance of 
Sufiblk. I recollect a party of us laughing at 
an American landlord who brought in a jug of 
water and apologized for its being so riley. We 
had unwittingly deemed this an American-coined 
word, till one of the party declared it to be his own 
native Devonshire. I once heard an American 
from Cape Ann use the w as pertly and fluently as 
a cockney while clamouring about his wittals. 
The Irish way too of pronouncing sea and tea is 
also of English provincial origin, and appears even 
to have been in fashionable use in the time of Dry- 
.den, and of Pope, who thus speaks (if I recollect 
rightly) in the Rape of the Lock : 

And tfaoa great Anna, whom three realms obey, 
Dost sometimes counsel take — and sometimes tea : 

and Pope had too fine an ear and too finical a taste 
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not to attend particularly to the exact sounding of 
the rhymes : — suchjingles constantly occur in Dry- 
den's iCneid. ' 

Our Currency lads are noted for spirit and 
courage as well as for great clannishness ; — ^if a 
soldier quarrels with one, the whole hiye sally to 
his aid ; and often have they turned out at Christ- 
mas-time, and on St. Patrick's day, and beat the 
redcoats fairly into the barracks, — bludgeons, brick- 
bats ** three-year olds,""* and fists, being all legal- 
ized in these tum-'Ups, Sets-to between Currency 
urchins may frequently be witnessed in the streets, 
attended by their seconds! on whose knees they 
drop at the termination of each round, and who 
eagerly mop their little bloody faces with their 
shirt-sleeves, and on time being called, jirk them 
off again with loud shouts of encouragement. 

Many old pastimes of the English are kept up with 
great glee by their lively descendants here, such as 
Christmas carols and Guy Faux mummeries ; num- 
bers of our young Currency sprouts, in their motley 
equipments, jingling out the various rhymes on 

* An Iriih term for a three*pound stone. 
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these occasions with as much drollery and glee as 
the most perfect English adept. 

Scientific mills often take place, also, between 
Iculs of the fancy, for prize purses ; and when it is 
Sterling against Currency, it is observed that ster- 
ling is generally at a discount before the winding- 
up of the set-to. On landing in Sydney during a 
Sunday in 1821, I encountered crowds of people 
posting hurriedly along our main street in loud and 
eager conversation; and thinking they had just 
escaped from church, pricked up my ears to hear 
their opinion of the sermon ; — when, lo ! the whole 
discussion turned out to be about the merits of a 
fight on the Surrey hills they had just returned 
from witnessing. This paid no compliment to the 
activity of the police of that day, but '' matters are 
now ordered differently in Denmark." — ^Whatever 
faults however may be found with the practice of 
pugilism, it is certainly a science which ought at least 
not to be discouraged ; and when we contemplate the 
eager attempts of the '' Praise God Barebones" of 
our time to put down this and every other manly 
or light-hearted amusement long prevalent among 
the people, we ought to pause before we sanc- 
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tioDy even with our silence^ their heedless precipi- 
tation. 

It is curious to observe how differently people 
think, according as different customs have swayed 
their minds. While liying in France at the 
house of an intelligent French surgeon, just 
as the dinner was carrying off the table, he 
obsenred that he had been reading in a French 
paper of a boxing-match in England (originating 
in a quarrel), wherein one of the combatants 
had been killed ; ending his narrative with ** Oh 
what a brutal practice ! why does not the govern- 
ment put a stop to these things ?" I replied, that 
boxing was a practice of the highest antiquity, 
even reaching up to the time of Homer ! that it 
served to form a manly population, and breed them 
up to contempt of danger; that the man who 
could beat another with his fists, would never 
scruple to meet him with a gan and bayonet ; and 
hence the superiority of the English over the 
French at these weapons : ** for," said I, smiling, 
''as an Englishman knows he can beat three 
Frenchmen with his fists, he concludes likewise 
that he can manage as many with the bayonet also. 
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But/' added I, ^** every nation has its peculiar 
method of settling private disputes : pistolling is 
the mode practised among the English gentlemen, 
and boxing among the lower orders. Small-sword, 
I see, is the custom with the French jr^n^ry ; how 
then do the canaille decide their quarrels ?" Si* 
lence reigned for awhile, each looking confusedly 
at the other, puzzled, as I readily perceived, 
what to answer, till a young lady exclaimed, 
tittering, ** Avec le couteau." " Oh, very well," 
said I, seizing, as I spoke, a table-knife in my 
left fist, and presenting it as if to run my medical 
friend through the body, while I threatened his 
visage with my firmly-clenched right ; — " now, 
which do you prefer ? a blow on the face with this, 
or this through your bowels ? Speak, philanthro* 
pist, speak !" I never afterwards heard another 
syllable about the brutality of English boxing. 
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LETTER XXII. 



It is as pleasing as surprising to look back to 
the period of the foundation of the colony by Go- 
vernor Phillips, in 1788, a period of only thirty- 
eight years, and contemplate the Wonderful changes 
that have been wrought by the labour of the out- 
casts thrust by England from her bosom, to expiate 
their offences on these remote shores. It could ''^> 
scarcely have been conceived by the first founders 
that, in transplanting a few incorrigible criminals 
into the wild woods of Australia, sixteen thousand 
miles distant from their native homes, the seeds 
of a mighty empire should have been sown, which 
even at this day far exceeds, in rapidity of pro^ 
yress toward riches and power, any founded on 
the American continent. Taking the events most 
worthy of record in the colony in chronological 
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order, we find that the first landing was made on 
the 26th of January, 1788 ; a day still celebrated 
by an anniversary dinner of the respectable inha- 
bitants, and which it is fervently hoped will never 
be forgotten, — ^as calculated to interest and encou- 
rage us by comparison of what we were with what 
we are^ and likewise to strengthen our bond of 
union with the land of our forefathers. It is, be- 
sides, extremely curious to trace an intelligent^ 
spirited, and well-principled population to sources 
so impure as the many criminals who have been 
outlawed hither, and whose offspring (although 
numerous highly-respectable free settlers have 

come to Australia) still form the majority of our 

* 
Currency people. Those offenders have thus atoned 

to society by so valuable a legacy, good being pro- 
duced from evil, and the native wilderness con- 
verted into an Eden* 

In December, 1789, (one year from the founda- 
tion of the colony,) \!sm^ first harvest was reaped at 
Paramatta : in 1790, ^% first settler, James Ruse, 
took possession of his land : in 1791, twelve pri- 
soners were located upon the Hawkesbury, who, 
in 1793, supplied twelve hundred bushels of com 
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to the public stores, being the first purchase of 
colonial grain made by the goyemment : in 1796, 
the first play was performed : in 1803, the first 
newspaper (Sydney Grazette) was printed ; — and the 
first suicide occurred in the same year by a man 
hanging himself in jail : in 1805, the^r^^ colonial 
vessel was built by Mr. James Underwood : in 
1806, the^r«f great Hawkesbury flood happened, 
wheat rising to eighty shillings per bushel and 
bread to 2s, 9d. per pound, while a bushel of seed« 
maize realized the enormous sum of 7/. : in 1810 
was the first general muster of the population, 
stock, and cultivated land ; in this year, Ao, the 
first toll-gates were built, caterpillars first made 
their appearance, Sydney streets were regulated 
and named, weekly markets established there, and 
the^r«* public races instituted : in 1813, the first 
fair was held ia the colony, at Paramatta : in 1817, 
the^r^f bank (Sydney Bank) was established : in 
1818, the first crim, con, case tried : in 1820, first 
colonial tobacco sold : in 1825, ^r^f book (** Bush- 
by on Vineyards") reviewed, (a premium for which 
review was given); in this year, too, the ^r^^*' 
breach of promise of marriage (Cox versus Payne) 
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came brfore oar colonial courts : and in 1826, the 
JirMi public concert was held. 

Such is the brief medley of oor first deeds and 
owr first fimitSy in chronological sequence. Tliose 
who have not seen the gradual development of 
these things, but merely contemplate the colony in 
her presoit stage of advancement, can form but a 
slender idea of the mighty changes that have heea 
wrought. It is the old resident, — he who still 
calls Sydney with its population of twelve thousand 
bustling inhabitants the camp, — that can appreciate 
these things : he who still recollects the few eartli- 
huts and solitary tents scattered through the forest 
brush surrounding Sydney Cove, (known properly 
then indeed by the name of ** The Camp,") now 
transmuted into a flourishing and populous city: 
such is the man fully enabled to appreciate the 
alterations which time and industry have wrought 
among us. You may hear people even now, ia 
gossiping over old adventures, relate their tales of 
shooting parrots, to make pies of, in the middle of 
our main street — ^then a crowded wood ; — of felling 
and stumping trees on spots where our best honaes 
stand ; or of losing themselves in the thick Inrash 
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Chen sarroiindiiig our Australian capital; while the 
i^teran convict will point out to the rogue cf 
)feBterdaff the tree, still green and flonrishing near 
the honse of th§ naval officer, dedicated in oldw 
times to the office of /a triangle, under whose 
boughs many thousand lashes have been inflicted 
Upon weH-deserving baclcs. How diflTerent is die 
fiitate of things now from twenty years ago—when 
a friend of mine had to trudge on foot to Paramatta, 
to pay his devoirs to the governor, in a pair of 
tiie first top-boots msmufactured of kangaroo leath^ 
in the colony ; but chancing to pull them off hiUf 
Wy, to ease his feet, and being unable to pull 
Uiem on t^ain, he was /obliged to perform the 
Iremaitid^ of the journey and attend His Excd- 
Ienc/6 levee in his stocldngs alone, — not a single 
pair of shoes being either to be bought or borrowed 
IB the whole town of Paramatta, then indeed 
consisting of but a few paltry huts. Now he 
would find three daily conveyances by land, and 
two by water, together with abundance of vehicles 
and horses : and be able likewise to secure a fii- 
eut of shoes in almost any o( the numerous streets 
widi wUdi Paramatta is mtersected. 
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Old times are. indeed still dwelt pleasantly upon 
by all classes. whose recollections reach so far; and 
individuals are not wanting who appear actually 
to. look upon the^ encrocLchments made by our 
fast-increasing population, and our fast-extend- 
ing agricultural, prosperity, with a feeling of re- 
gret. Nothing new is either half so good when 
praised, or half so bad when condemned, with 
our old philosophers, as matters formerly were — 
the present always failing in comparison with the 
past. If a sentimental shoplifter, fresh run from 
the trade, is heard pathetically descanting upon 
the sorrows of sour smiggins, (cold-meat hash,) 
and the horrors of homony, (maize-pudding,) the 
old voyageur will facetiously remind him of the 
** hundred hungry days " of yore, when people 
began to lick their lips and look upon each other 
with a longing appetite, and when the ill-fated cat 
that chanced to stumble, across their path would 
almost be sent mewing down their throats! ;,Or.if 
he peevishly whimpers about the blusterings, of 
Humpy Dick, or the bullyipgs of Ternftfe JBi//y, 
the other will console him by relating the pranks 
of Dandy , who would walk out behind 
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die hoera in liis morning-gown and moroeoo tlq>- 
pers, with a Penamg lawyer* iioggad close imder 
his i%ht arm or borne like a royal sceptre before 
htm, plucking at every tuft as he paoed about, and 
drommiDg such a tattoo upon tiie shoulders of 
the woful wight whose ground was not completely 
chopped and grass fairly uprooted, as made the. 
whole brush dance with fire-flies before him ! 

But when we seriously contemplate the wonder- 
ful reyolution wrought in the colony since its forma- 
tioii, we cannot but be proud of the energies dis-- 
played by our enterprising community. Here, 
wheie, thirty-eight years ago, not one oiyiliaed being 
disputed the dominion of the woods with th^ 
savage inhabitants, now forty thousand such exi^, 
spread over an extent of country of two hundred 
square miles, having justice administered by civil 
and criminal courts ;— six sepi^fate courts of quarter 
sessions, and eleven separate benches of magistrates 
being instituted among them. Where, thirty-eight 
years ago, not a single European animal breathed, 
mm upwards of 200,000 sheep, upwards of 100^000 

^ A description of osoe so etiled. 

VOL. II. D 
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head of cattle, and many thousand horses and other 
animals destined for the support and pleasure of 
man, are peacefully grazing. Where, thirty-eight 
years ago, not an ear of grain was cultivated, we 
now see fifty thousand bushels advertised for — ^for 
the mere annual consumption of one of our dis- 
tilleries ; — while four steam-mills, ten water-mills, 
eighteen windmills, and two horse-mills, furnish 
us with an abundance of excellent flour from our 
own wheat; two very extensive distilleries, with 
several hundred thousand gallons annually of a 
pure spirit from our barley and maize ; and thirteen 
breweries, with ale and beer from our various 
descriptions of colonial grain, — eight thousand 
hogsheads being the average yearly amount of this 
wholesome beverage supplied to the public. 

On the site of Sydney alone what a change has 
been effected ! Where, thirty-eight years ago, not 
a human hut was to be counted, nor the slightest 
hum of commerce heard, we have now a city oc- 
cupying a mile square, crowded with industrious 
citizens, and teeming with vehicles wheeling along 
the varied productions of the soil, — the market- 
dues for this traffic renting, the present year, at 
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840/.y and the toll-gate dues at lOOOL : — the town 
containing twenty-two agents for the management 
of shipping affairs ; eleven auctioneers for expedi- 
tiously disposing of colonial and foreign wares ; a 
chamber of commerce to push forward and watch 
ever colonial enterprise, effect insurances, and ar- 
bitrate in matters relating to shipping ; two flou- 
rishing banks, dividing forty per cent on their ad- 
vances ; and three newspapers, (one weekly, and 
two printed twice a week,) in one of which I 
counted one day 124 advertisements. 
< Our commerce I may say is but of six years' 
duration ; only beginning to rise at that period 
from its prostrate state, in consequence of the re- 
peal of the absurd regulations with which Governor 
Macquarie had oppressively chained it down. 

Six years ago, the colonial shipping was in a 
manner annihilated: — now we have four vessels 
constantly whaling ; six sealing ; two employed as 
regular packets between Sydney and Newcastle ; 
one between Sydney and Hobart Town (the prin- 
cipal traffic this way being carried on in English 
vessels on their way out and home) ; several tra- 
ding constantly between Sydney and Fori Dal-* 
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rymple ;— besides irregular traders to all these 
places, and a number of small craft coasting to the 
HawkesbUry, Illawarra, and other points. 

Our English and forei^ commerce is so mixed 
up with that of Van Dieman's Land, that the two 
coloiiies must in this respect be taken partially 
together; but six years ago, their whole inter- 
course with England did not exceed three ships 
^bumally, while in the thirteen months preceding 
June 1S26, we had twenty-four ships from Eng- 
land, conveying to us numerous respectable emi- 
^prants, and importing cargoes valued at 200,000/., 
while we exported in seventeen shipis to England, 
cargoes consisting of wool, skins, oil, timber, pearl* 
shells, trennails, and hides, to the value of more 
than 100,000/., — ^the difference being made up in 
ship's disbursements while in harbour, and the in- 
vested capital of the various individuals who cam|^ 
to reside among us. 

. Again ; — six years ago some six or seven vessels 
yearly from India and China, comprised the whole 
of our foreign traders; but in the period above 
alluded to, we imported cargoes of teas, sugars, 
silks, nankeens, India calicoes, tobacco, Cape wines. 
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&0.— yalued at abcmt 20Q',080/v in ten vessels from 
the Isle of: France, — five from India, — ^fonr. from 
the Braadls, — two tfom the Cape, und five from 
China; amonnting tha9 to twenty-six foreign, and 
altogether to fifty vessels entered inlaiid from Eng<; 
land and other parts, with cargoes estimated at 
400»000f.; the foreign importations being paid 
princqKilly in, govamment bills and dollars. We 
have also a tolerably thriving trade with the Sonti|!- 
Sea islands, and New Zealand, wherefrom we imti 
port sandal- wood^ pearl-shells, arvow-root, salted 
pork, spars, &c. Onr tea and.sngar imports, are a 
considerable drawback to colonial advancement^ 
seeing that nearly the whole must be paid for in 
government bills and dollars, thus rendering go^ 
vemment expenditure in a manner essential to en«^ 
able us to procure these luxuries. If we could 
exchange our flour, wool, beef, pork, coals, tim«- 
ber, &c. for this tea and sugar, we should be not 
only independent of government expenditure, but 
import more than we now do from England* 

In default of this, it is obviously not obIjc 
of great consequence to the well-being ci the 
colony, but also of' ^ importance to the 
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niother country, that we should raise within 
Mr aum territory articles of foreign growth 
with which foreign parts niw in a great mea- 
sure supply us. Spirits, tobacco, sugar, and tea, 
are all of this description ; none of them be- 
ing produced in the mother country, thougk 
two are the productions of her colonies. Spirits 
are now distilled here at a duty of 2^. 6d. per 
gallon from grain, and 4s. 2d. per gallon fronl 
sugar and molasses, — ^while West India rum pays 
a duty of 6s. per gallon, and all other spirits It 
duty of 7s. 6rf. These protecting duties are suf- 
ficient, in all fairness, to secure a proper prepon* 
derance in favour of colonial distillation when 
g^ain is low ; though being put on when grain was 
high, their effect was for a time mischievous to the 
colonial distiller, the duties on foreign spirits for- 
merly being comparatively much higher. As long 
ais a revenue is raised from colonial spirits, it would 
be unwarrantable to shut out foreign spirits en- 
tirely from the market, as from the necessary small 
nnmber of the distilleries, on account of their size 
as required by act of parliament, the distillers 
might readily combine and raise spirits to what 
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price they pleased, if importations were not per- 
mitted on a proper protecting duty* But with 
tobacco it is otherwise; it will be cultivated by 
some hundreds of individuals, and consequently 
sufficient competition admitted of to keep down the 
price ; — therefore I can see no reason why its im- 
portation should not be totally prohibited for a 
period of years, allowing due preparation for a na- 
tive supply* The dollars and bills we now expend 
in this way would thus be available for other pur^ 
poses; the cultivation and proper curing of to- 
bacco be gradually attained ; while the population, 
acquiring a taste for this colonial tobacco, would 
care little for the foreign when ultimately read- 
mitted on a protecting duty. If we could exchange 
oolonial productions for tobacco, the case would be 
different ; but as we cannot, it is obvious that pro* 
jiihiting its importation at present is the best po^ 
Ucy; since it would admit an exchange among 
ourselves beneficially instead of an unbeneficial ex- 
change with distant parts; for the payment in money 
for foreign produce can never be so beneficial 9$ 
exchange of conunodity, whereby labour ii en- 
p ifod -- w hile the qmcher the exchange^ tiie qnieker 
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tlie FBtvm of prafit^-^Sngar caa be veadily gmwn 
m our northern parti; where the soil is deep and 
the climate eveiy wagr ebngeiiial. Ninety acres oC 
canes are this year in cnltrmtion at Port Mac:- 
qnarie,bntl doabttlie climate there is too coldJficar 
them to be very^ pvodsethre, the latitude beings 
about S6p. Even M oreton Bay, latitude 28% is I 
should think too southeify : but abundance ofi porta 
exist to tiie northward of these, where seM and 
cEmate will both be found unexceptionable. 

Sug^ deserves our most serious attention as an 
article of colonial growth, because a large quantity 
of it is consumed in the colony, and a large amotoit 
of government bills and hard dollars consequently 
canied out to pay for it, which might be applied 
productively to other cotenial objects, or to pro-^ 
caring a larger quantity of English-manufactured 
pommodities. It has been objected by some here, 
that our convict-labour in raising it could never 
c<Nnp6te in cheapness with slave-labour ; but of 
this I have very considerable doubts. With good 
superintendence, convicts may be made to do 
qaite as KUich as eyer I saw accomplished by 
slaves; their labour being furnished free from 



NEW 60UT» WALES. IBI 

kaj ptimary ^outlay of c^pital^ while that of tte 
slaves must be pretiously pnrcliased, the interest 
upon the original pjrice of the slave amoimtinl; 
to at least ten poimds annnally. lUs circiuBp- 
stance in favour of the convict-labouver wil| 
more than, counterbalance the probab^ greater ex* 
pense of his keep. But perhaps a^ good a plan 
as %ay .would be to establish a colony of Chines^ 
on our shores, these being the principal sugar* 
growers in the Indian islands, and always ready to 
emigrate to any place where money, is ta be made. 
The sugar-canes are at . present planted in 
holes by hand-hoes> like the maize, which systen# 
was originaUy adopted from being the best that 
could be thought of at the early period when 
sugar-planting was first mtroduced, and tiius con* 
tinned by custom down to this day. But I can-see 
no reason why the canes should not be plantedin 
rows likjB beans, and the whole laboiur (except that 
of dibbling) be performed by the common plougfai 
scufflers, and horse-hoes. Ground may be ploughed 
as deep, as necessary by strong ploughs wkh a suit 
ficiency of bullocks attached, while the most com- 
plete pulverization to the depth needful might be 
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effected by the scufflers previous to planting ; the 
weeds kept down, the soil kept in order between 
the rows (after grown up), by the horse-hoe, imd 
the land hilled up to the rows by means of the 
plough. No more manual labour would, in this 
case, be required than in the planting of the 
canes, cutting them, pressing them through the 
mill, and converting the juice into molasses, sugar, 
and rum. The great expense on a sugar estate 
arises from the many hand-hoeings which the canes 
require ; but by planting them in rows instead of 
bunches, horse-hoeing and ploughing would much 
more effectually answer the purpose, while a 
larger produce would be extracted from the canes 
by their being more equally spread over the ground. 
Permitting colonial sugar to be supplied to the 
colony free of duty, and laying a small countervail- 
mg duty on foreign sugar,-the growth would be 
sufficiently encouraged ; the sugar duty being 
at present only five per cent, the price seldom 
exceeding 5d. per pound, which a duty of fifteen 
per cent would not raise above a penny. We 
should thus pay for our colonial sugar by the bar- 
tering home-grown commodities, and could there^ 
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fqre afford a higher price» while the return being 
M> much quicker on account of the shorter distance, 
the profits both ways would be gpreater. 

It would be well, also, to attempt the cultiya^ 
tion of tea in some part of our colony, by a settle- 
ment of Chinese, permitting them to export it 
to England, and all her territories, for a certain 
number of years, duty free. I see no reason why 
this should not answer ¥dth us, there being every 
variety of climate and soil, and nothing to prevent 
the tea-plant from flourishing as well here as> in 
China. The English trade thither is now immense; 
and chiefly carried on by payments in hard doUartf, 
none of which ever find their way back; and as 
Great Britain will not always draw these from 
South America, in payment for her manufactures, 
the time must come when, being unable to pay 
for tea, she must cease to import it. Now if ihat 
commodity were grown in New South Wales, 
here would always be a good market for the 
mother country, and one of certain continuandk'; 
because here the surplus produce and manufactures 
of England might be exchanged for the surplus 
IHX>duce of Australia, neither country competing 
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with brasicbefi of tbe otheir^s indtutry, bat eonfer* 
riog Bmtiial benefit. 

Whatever a country can raise even 09 eheapfy 
itself as it can be supplied with elsewhere, it is 
best to raise it; because, although the home«mar» 
ket should even pay no better on an average than 
another, yet it will be a steadier one, not exposed 
to the fluctuations occasioned by storms at sea, 
and risks of warr-Hunall but steady profits bcjing 
always better than those irregularly large. 

It' will doubtless be said that, to import, we 
must export, and therefore while we import tecus, 
^g^rs, and so forth, into New South Waled, we 
must export equivalents* Very true-; but what 
are these equivalents but the government bills 
drawn if> meet the British colonial expenditure, 
and dollars imported by emigrants? Now, if we 
eoiuld raise the above imports ourselves, ihe bills 
and dollars saved to the colony by this course would 
naturally flow into some other channel of colonial 
wealth, such as whaling, sealing, and the like, and 
contribute a yearly additional sum to the colonial 
capital. 

Trepaag, or heehe le mer, was found in great 



ateadhnoe hy .CiqptaiQ Fluid«B ^ the NortfaWN 
berland islands, oa our eastern cowt, ninelMiiidMt 
fluiea north of Sydney, m latitude 22^. It is hq^hly 
esteemed by the Chinese, coUeoted by the Makgf* 
on our western eoasts, and cared and sold by thein 
to the Chinamen at from twenty to fifty doHars per 
pkol of 125 Datdi pounds, each picol ayoraginff 
9hoiat a thousand trepang. Those fbond by Cap> 
tain FKndeis at the Northumberland islands were 
the species bringing the highest price m CUimi, 
and consequently an aitterapt to obtain and cuva 
them for the China market woidd be most praise* 
worthy, sedng that if the price proved remune- 
rating, our dollars would he sared to us. A few 
have. been taken and cured at these islands, which 
did' not pay, it is said ; but as the curers we^e ig^ 
norant of the proper method, we may ascribe ^ 
reported failure more to this than to the inferior 
natural quality of the ti^ang. 

By fieeing our timbers from the restrictive duties 
heaped upon them by Governor Macquarie, they 
soon became avatiaUe to our mercantile body as 
articles of dead weight in making up cargoes for 
England ; because, while they defrayed, by their 
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sfde in England, the ship's freight, they remnae^ 
rated all parties in some measure, and enabled 
ships to be more frequently despatched thither, oil 
account of the principal portion of the cargo being 
#0 easily secured » The bad times in England, 
and the low prices our timbers now fetch there, 
will, however, I fear, knock up in a great degree 
the thriving trade that had been commenced, unless 
the duty upon cedar is repealed by the government. 

We are in hopes our coals will furnish us with 
dead weight for our India ships, when steam navi- 
gation becomes established there, and that many 
little articles may be despatched to that quarter, as 
first ventures, to try the state of the market, which 
may end in a trade lucrative to both parties. If 
our timbers, tanning barks, and bark extracts, do 
not continue to pay, (of which under present cir- 
oumstances there is some doubt,) we must look to 
our fisheries to supply us with oil for our dead 
weight, and it is to be hoped the company latety 
instituted may confer on us this benefit. 

The customary mode of payment for labour is, one 
third in produce, and the remainder in money ; but 
the small settlers usually pay their hired servants to 
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tills daj entirely in Hnd, — abullock, cow^ or such* 
like, being made over to them by arbitrators of 
their value. From this system, labour does not 
cost the employer so much as if he paid in specie ; 
because, from the sugar, tea, and so forth, disposed 
of to the labourer, the employer has a good profit, 
while as long as the labourer can be served as 
cheaply by his employer as by a shopkeeper, he has 
no cause of discontent. But the prices charged 
on these articles generally far exceed what they 
can be purchased for in shops ; yet as the labourer 
knows these prices beforehand, he therefore squares 
his terms accordingly. This payment in kind uni« 
formly takes place wherever bullion or paper-money 
are not readily available as mediums of exchange, 
particularly in almost every part of America, ex- 
cepting the vicinity of large sea-ports ; — therefore 
we can form no just comparison between the prices of 
labour in England and America on this very account. 
Even if we subtract a fourth from the American 
price of labour, I do not think we should have its 
real money-price, because I know in these cases 
labourers have often things foisted upon them that 
they have no earthly use for, fmd consequently are 
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obliged to sell at a- sum far below their estimated 
value. Banking establishments can alone remove 
this necessity foe barter, and wherever these do 
not exist we find barter does; as, there bek^ 
no possibility of keeping coin in a country when 
once its value is increased elsewhere, direct barter 
must follow as a matter of course, till a sufficiency 
of the circulating medium returns. 

In Antigua,, and many other of the West India 
islands, destitute of b^nl^s, a meeting is held among 
the planters and merchants annually, to regulate 
the value of sugar and rum for the succeeding 
twelvemonths, by which all debts are liquidated ; 
and before the doctor can finger his fee in cash, 
he must remit to England the rum and sugar he 
receives in liquidation ; while a medical friend in 
the back woods of America assured me he had 
often his fees sent home to him in shape of butter, 
eggs, and. flitches of bacon — good/a^ fees, it must 
be admitted I Labour was at one time paid among 
us almost wholly in kind ; but the Bank establish-* 
ment has materially curtailed this plan, and will, 
in all probabiUty, ultimately extirpate even kind 
payments in par^, wkieli in^ned mpears now to 
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be kept up more from nnwilliDgness to break 
thronfli an old custom than necessity. 

From tiie great variation in the prices of im- 
ported articles in New South Wales, it is imposd- 
ble- to give a table of them which will not be found 
to vary conriderably each successive year ; — the 
market being small, aud in consequence readily 
overstock^. In the oldto times of the colony, 
tobacco was ^<^en sold for Us weight in dollars, 
while a dose of physic has realized a guinea; 
and tobacco, even within these five years, has been 
retailed at a pound sterling per pound weight. 

Tie following are the average prices between 
April and August, 1S36, in sterling money, which 
is the only medium of value now known in the 
cokmy : 

Coalg, per t<m, at Sydney, 21«. Rom, do. do. ll«. 6<f. 

Firewood, per cart-load, 3«. M. Do. per pint, 2«. 6ii. to S«. 

Green tea, per lb. from Sc. Sd. Gin, per gallon, I2«. to 15«. 

to 3«. 6(if. Colonial gin, do. do. 10«. 

Soft sugar, per lb. from Ad* to 6<f. White wine, do. do. 5«. to 7«* 

Refined do. do. from 1«« to Port, do. do. from 5«. to 7a. 

\s, 3d. Claret, per dozen, 305. 

Coffer, per lb. (per cwt.) la. to Colonial beer, per gallon, la. 6d. 

i«. %d» Porter, per cask, 9/. 

Armw root, per lb. 1«. Vinegar, per gallon, 5a« 

Raisint, per case, 20«. Sperm oil, do. do. 5«. 

Soap, per lb. from 9tf. to If. Braal tobacco, per lb. Sa. to 
Powder, per lb. Sa. 3a. 6d. 

Salt, per cwt. from 7f. to 9t. Bricks, per thousand, 21a. 

Saltpetfe, per lb. la. %d. Shingles (18-inch), per thou- 
Biaiidj> per gallon, I6r. 6d. sand, 9a. 
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Sawed gum, per load, 41. 
Sawed cedar, per foot, at cedar 

grounds, 2]|(i. to S^d. 
Brick work, per rod, 3^. 85. 
Suit of clothes (best), 9/. to 102. 
Hats (English), 25<. to 40«. 
Do. (colonial), 12<. to 20«. 
Kangaroo-leather boots, 30«. to 

355. 
Bo. shoes, 95. to 125. 6d. 
Grinding and dressing wheat, 

per bushel, l5. 3d. 
Flour, per cwt. from 165. to 265. 

&d. 
Wheat, per bushel, 65. 6d. to 85. 
Barley, do. 35. to 45. 6d. 
Maize, do. 35. to 55. 
Bran, do. I5. 6d. to I5. 9d. 
Potatoes, per cwt. 95. to 125* 
Geeie, per couple, 145. 
Ducks, per do. 55. 
Fowls, per do. 35. 
Eggs, per dozen, I5. 6d. to 35. 
Bread, per lb. 2ld. to 3d. 
Butter, per do. 25. to 25. 6d. 
Cheese, per do. 8d. to I5. 3d. 
Beef, per do. 5d. to 6d. 
Mutton, per do. 6d. to 7d. 
Pork, per do. 6d. to 7d. 
Milk, per quart, 4d. 
Clover hay, per ton, 72. 125. to 

9/. 
Native grass, do. IL 155. 
Straw, per load, \l. 55. 
lime, per bushel, 7d. 
Green hides, 65. to IO5. 
Paramatta cloth, per yard, 25. 

9d. to 25. 6d. 



Prints, per yard, I5. to 35. 
Shirting, do. l5. 9d. to 25. 
6-4 muslins, 25. 3d. to 35. 
Cast-iron pots, per lb. 6d« 
Quart tin-pots, each, I5. 3il« 
Fine wove post paper, per qidre 

cut, l5. 
Superfine laid, do. I5. 6d. 
Fine foolscap, 25. 
Quills, per hundred, 85. 
Drays, 12/. to 152. 
Carts, do. do. 
Hand steel flour-mills, 52* 
Ploughs, 32. to 4/. 105. 
Hired gigs, per day, 155. to 2ilf* 
Do. horses, IO5. 
Mechanics, per day, 65. 
Farm servants, per annum, witii 

rations, 122. to 202. 
Female servants, do. 102. to 162. 



FreigJU from Sydneff, 

Wool to England, per lb. 2id* 
Timber, per load, 42. IO5. 
Freight to Newcastle, per ton, 

155. 

Cabin passage, 255. 

Freight, per ton, to HobarC 

Town, 12. 155. 
Cabin passage, 102. 
Steerage do, 52. 
Freight to Port Dalrymple, 9l. 

to 32. 
Cabin passage, 102. 
Steerage, do. 52. 



Bank stock shares (50/. paid) 70/. to 75/. ; last 
division of bank profits being forty per cent upon 
the amount paid^ or 32/. lOf . amnndl; p^ flhwre^ 

The quantity of wheat iO^ 



si-f.- 
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market, averages about 600 bushels through- 
out the year, or an annual total of about 31,200 
bushels ; but this forms a very small item of the 
quantity otherwise disposed of. 

Besides the duty on spirits and tobacco, the 
spirit licenses, and market dues, a duty of five per 
cent upon all articles imported into the colony is 
dmost the only other tax levied upon us. 
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LETTEE XXIII. 

The import trade of the colony having been all 
originally in the hands of one or two firms, these 
individuals of course exacted whatever profit they 
pleased, because the small trader and settler must 
they knew succumb to the price they chose to fix. 
Governor Macquarie endeavoured to counteract 
the baneful eflFects of this monopoly, by encou- 
raging convict-ships to import articles and dispose 
of them on payment of the customary dues. The 
indignation of the monopolists of course burst in- 
stantaneously forth against this attempt to injure 
*^ the colonial shipping interests," as these pa- 
triots sentimentally phrased it; and letter after 
letter was despatched to the colonial office regarding 
this injustice on the part of the governor, while in 
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like manner letter after letter cme to Gmf 
Macquarie, friMn tbe colonial office, 
to execute tbe rigorous peBslties of tke lav 
all masters of cmiyict-sliips carmpf o«t foodtt. 
But Governor Macqnarie, fortoBatrij for tke 
louy, paid not the slightest regard to 
tions; giving on the contnrr every poasiUe ia- 
ducement to the oontiBoaiice of tke fsriwfaha 
tra£Sc. Now, however, that the munber of m- 
porting houses has been greatly incresied, ami Ikat 
casual speculators have been more in the hahift of 
visiting us, the order against the masters of con- 
vict-ships carrying out goods are very ptopetiy 
strictly enforced. 

Miercantile business is here, as in Engkad, 
diiefly transacted through the inedimi of bilk. 
The importer parts with his goods to tke general 
trader on receiving his bill for the amount at six 
months, without interest. Tbe general trader 
ligain supplies the small trader, taking in like mmi- 
ner his bill, and selling in the mean time what he 
oan for ready money. At the six months' end, the 
general trader carries all the money and good hiBs 
he can procure to the importer, ienc a i n g Us own 
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The import trade of the colony having been all 
originally in the hands of one or two firms, these 
individuals of course exacted whatever profit they 
pleased, because the small trader and settler must 
they knew succumb to the price they chose to fix. 
Governor Macquarie endeavoured to counteract 
the baneful effects of this monopoly, by encou- 
raging convict-ships to import articles and dispose 
of them on payment of the customary dues. The 
indignation of the monopolists of course burst in- 
stantaneously forth against this attempt to injure 
** the colonial shipping interests," as these pa- 
triots sentimentally phrased it; and letter after 
letter was despatched to the colonial office regarding 
this injustice on the part of the governor, while in 
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like matHDer letter after letter came to Grovemor 
Macquarie, from the colonial e£Sce, eDJoiniog him 
to execute the rigorous penalties of the law agunst 
all masters of convict-ships carrying out goods. 
But Governor Macquarie, fortunately for the co- 
lony, paid not the slightest regard to these injunc- 
tions; giving on the contrary every possible in- 
ducement to th^ continiKmce of the forbidden 
traffic. Now, however, that the number of im- 
porting houses has been greatly increased, and that 
casual speculators have been more in the habit of 
visiting us, the order against the masters of con- 

« 

vict-ships carrying but goods are very prop^ly 
strictly enforced. 

Miercantile business is here, as in England, 
i^efly transacted through the medium of bills* 
The importer parts with his goods to the general 
trader on receiving his bill for the amount at six 
months, without interest. The general trader 
iigain supplies the small trader, taking in like man- 
ner his bill, and selling in the mean time what he 
can for ready money. At the six months' end, the 
general trader carries all the money and good bills 
he can procure to the importer, r^ie^ting bis own 
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acceptance at three months for the deficiency, 
and the same accommodation is extended by the 
general trader to the small trader. By this mode 
of dealing, extensive transactions are carried on 
without a farthing of cash until the payments of 
the consumer slowly drop in. Tt is evident that 
without pursuing a similar course, no extensive 
commerce could be carried on in a country pos- 
sessing a small amount of circulating medium ; 
while in every country, however rich, it will on an 
average be found best calculated to increase the 
wealth already possessed. If all transactions w^re 
obliged to be money transactions^ a portion of the 
circulating medium would necessarily be withdrawn 
from other profitable pursuits : while there is no 
loss accruing to the consumer in the business, be- 
cause, although the importer demands larger pro* 
fits from his incurring greater risk, the traders 
content themselves with proportionably smaller 
profits from there being no primary outlay, and 
consequently no risk of capital on their part ; and 
thus, in these credit transactions, the prices are 
squared eventually to the consumer. Industry, 
activity, and a good name, serve the same purposes 
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immcredit country which hard cash does in a ready 
mme y commnnity; and in fact, without such a 
^tem, no country can possibly carry on a pros^ 
liorous commerce, or rise to wealth and power ; 
W^use, trade being exclusively confined to men 
fif capital, trading could only be carried on to the 
mmaunt of that capital, the profits constituting thus 
the national commercial income ; but where trading 
carried on, by means of credit, to three times 
^^e extent of the capital, the commercial income 
IJn^ld consequently be trebled, and the extra an- 
mtti sum so gained be added to the general capi- 
tal, *md applied to other sources of wealth. But 
* this is not all : — ^by making money dealings the basis 
of trade, the honest and industrious, but poor, 
would be entirely excluded therefrom, the beneficial 
effects arising from their enterprise and talent be 
lost to the country, and the great body of the peo- 
ple condemned for life to be hewers of wood 
and drawers of water, whatever their activity or 
moral worth. When, on the other hand, an indi- 
vidual is seen to possess such qualities, and to be 
well versed in business, he will never fail to obtain 
credit* The punctuality of his payments will in^ 
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crease tbe confidence reposed m him^ aad, pro- 
poKtionally^ the amodnt of bis -credit too,*i— while 
this honest pmnctuality being . the only soniice be 
has to look to, for increasing ,his busmess and 
Slaking himself opnlent, his energies are. of ooxoBe 
exerted to the full, to make good those payments ; 
and, consequently, habits acquired which adheve 
to him, and continue to multiply his means and 
Extend the sphere of .his enjoyments, ;fchrou<]!ii life., 
We find that in every enterprising communj^, fnl( 
three-fourths of its wealthy members have risen, in 
the first place, withoat the (assistance of; capital*. 
We have individuals in New South Wales;^ who, 
some 'fifteen yesors ago, were driving: government 
dung-carts, and shuffling along with hods . of 
mortar on their shoulders, now possessed of.in- 
eomes larger by all account than I can mention, 
with a hope to be credited ; most of them indir 
vidnals, too, who came out under the patronage of 
the Honourable Secretary for the Home Depart- 
ment, with a Recorder's testimoniid ta^charact^r* 
In fact it is truly ai^xmishing to see how rapidly 
many of these mmi prosper in business. They ase 
generally men of talent, but of taleni formerly 
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misapplied ; and, efOier diTo«g1r Aeir prinoij^ «n- 
dergoing a ekange oir amiialy^4Mr finding' tli0t mate 
dmrba gained here bylionestjtlian l^ rogMFy, qait 
Hx^ iMBt for the fofmer^ and ^tirectingtheir talents 
faHa iU^ new okmnel> totoisfa in our neneyHOnjAnig 
e^vttrj tike tile 4iee»ire read of in the Psafms, 
^^ plaited by the river/' When I say that a stran- 
ffst vltmilB mndh less ohttaee of being cheated by 
o«ir Sydney shopkeepers^ sndi as- these, than by 
'London ones calling themselves honest,! do not 
mean to argue that ours are the ^most- honest 
in principle, bat mer^ state a fact, which ari^ 
s^ frmn the peenliarity of the two commoiiities. 
In droWded London, where pablic afTanrs engross 
neftflythe whole public atttetion, a shopkeeper 
may dheat a stranger without his reputation or 
trade being much injured thereby ; but in the cir-^ 
cumscribed community of Sydney, where every 
inditidud is known, the complaints of a stranger 
regarding any imposition practised upon him would 
be multiplied from mouth to mouth, and the custoni 
and credit of the shopkeeper seriously injured. It 
may appear strange, too, when I say that you may 
VOL. ir. E 
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place as implicit cosfidence in the generality of the 
portion of traders who have been convicts as in those 
who come out free. — An emancipist* trader is 
fiware that as he has been known formerly to be a 
rogue, his conduct will be more narrowly watched 
than that of the man who has heretofore kept up a^ 
reputation for integrity, and that every faux pas he 
commits will be more strictly scrutinized than those 
of his neighbours ; because, while the offence of the 
latter may possibly be slurred over, under the name 
of a mistake, his will to a certainty be pointed out 
as a sample of the old leaven manifesting itself 
again previous to some grander development. 
Even ridicule, which no man can readily stand 
up against, has no small share in producing 
this superior carefulness. When the emancipist 
cheat passes along the street, he feels that the fitt- 
ers of all the free unconvicted population will be 
aecretly wagging at him with ** See, see ! there 
goes the fellow who has been so long humbugging 
us with his sham honesty ; I always said he would 
turn to his old trade again ;" while he knows that 
none would rejoice at, or propagate and magnify, 

* Odc who was formerJ> a convict. 
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his backsliding more, than his old pals,* partaking 
so fully as they do of that bas^e principle which ex- 
ists in the great body of mankind; namely malig* 
nant envy of any one who rises above his formeit 
level. 

Previous to the establishment of the New South 
Wales Bank, (on the 8th of April, 1817,) the cir- 
culating medium of the colony consisted princi- 
pally of the private notes of the various merchants, 
traders, shopkeepers, and publicans, — descending 
in amount often as low as the sum of sixpence, 
which however quickly disappeared on bank-notes 
coming into use. This bank of New South Wale^, 
and the Australian Bank just established, consti- 
tute the sum-total of our banking establishments ; 
and froln the broad principles on which they are 
founded, and their correct mode of conducting 
business, they tend not only to enrich the proj^e- 
tors, but confer an immense benefit upon the com- 
munity. Each consists of a company of merchants, 
traders, and land-owners; and is governed by a 
president and court of directors (two going out 
annually), and the business managed by a cashier 

* Companions. 
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and accountant, similar to the Scotch banks, on 
whose principles in fact they are fonnded.-^Bills 
were formerly discounted by them at ten per oeiit, 
but this has lately been ^uced to eight per cent ;-«* 
money is also lent by them on mortgage, thougli 
this practice is about to be discontinued ;-^^aiid 
such has been the prosperity of the old bank, that 
as high as fifty per cent profit has been divided on 
the money advanced per share, and the last divi* 
sion amounted to forty per cent. Owing to all 
the principal individuals concerned in trade having 
shares in this bank, of course they and their friendg 
are alike interested in establishing the circuktion 
of bank*notes in preference to bullion ; and as they 
are equally interested in upholding the stability of 
the concern, the notes are thus made beneficially to 
displace coin, which, instead of circulating as the 
exchangeable medium, is exported to purchase 
cargoes for our home consumption, while om' 
bank-notes not only answer all the purposes of 
coin in the market, but are equally secure to the 
holder, becau3e every person he makes purchase^ 
of is more or less interested in their circulation, 
^nd tak«s the bank-notes equally, nay, even more 
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readily than coin. Ib fact, the bank-proprietors are 
the people at large, that is, the great body in 
which the wealth, intelligence, and respectability of 
the colony centre, which can never become bankrupt 
until the day arrives when a man shall be able to 
ruin ^himself by borrowing money from one pocket 
to liend to the o&er. 

Coin and'papei^-money being exchangeable com- 
modities which affect the prices of things in pro- 
portion to their scarcity of abundance, we must view 
them solely in this light. — Gold and silver are mere 
arbitrary exchanges, which custom lias rendered 
now t>i^tty secure ; but although it is not at elVpro- 
babh these should ever fall into disuse as a ciron- 
lating medium, yet the thing is not impossible ; md 
if such a revolution should take place, what would 
be the value of all the coins, of gold and silver now 
in vogue ?— whereas, for bank-notes issued upon a 
secure foundation, like those of New South Wales, 
you have always the lands and goods of the pro- 
prietors wherewith to indemnify yourself. We see 
iron composing the {urincipal circulating medium of 
one country ; cowrie-shells of a second ; glass beads 
of a third ; and gold and silver of a fourth ; — and 
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rtwpfomg^ tliey fdl fell into dunse; what would be- 
•eome of Ae posanteor? 

C^in and paper-^aniwjF bdmg both tiierefore 
:b«t mercantile exdkMgBHbiemedioms, and affect- 
in; the prioe of eoMMfitiMi aio^ording to their 
afanndanoe or scaroKtjr^ :w mud jndge of their 
yalue not by the qnantity of partieiilav artiicles 
iriiich either of tioem at a par ^iev/ai* time can por- 
-diase, but by the qmisn&tf €i articles in general 
that each would Ibrm'gi^eiikMxgA of timepur^ 
chase. Thus^ if I fibd a quarter of -wkiedk has been 
bought, during a succession of ten y^ears, at ihe 
price of du»e pounds in pcq^er^-money, I should 
say, the paper-mon^ had not been depreciated 
with regard to wheat, even although the same stim 
in gold and silver, which at the beginning of the 
ten years could only purchase the same quantity of 
wheat, should purchase three times that quantity at 
the conclusion. But one article being no criterion 
to jnA^e by, we must take the necessaries and 
tusLuries of life together, and judge of the coinpa- 
radte quantities which bullion and paper-money 
fetch in this way. Now, in England, for the last 
twenty years, the tailor, the shoemaker, and the 
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ionkeeper, h^s each charged about the same pafw- 
money price for his artictes,-*-aiid ; this daring all 
the period wherein there haye be^i such fluo^ua- 
tioos in the bulUon currency^ and a3 thronghent 
this period the same ampniit of pap^-money has 
been .equivalent . to about the same quantity of 
these various articles, therefore, so far, it has sus* 
tained its value, whaUver may have been its de- 
eline with respect io other commodities. Gold and 
silv^ being both exportable conunodities, ccmse- 
quently the value oi other commodities as refera- 
ble to them must be /undergoing a continual 
change ; but papeivmioBey^ raised on. the substan- 
tial credit of ptopettfy and kept within . due 
bounds, being uiujscport^k^ and consequently only 
available for home use, the value of home commo- 
dities with regard to it will have little or no variar 
tion. 

Any (me, in fact, who has kept an eye upon the 
bank of New South Wal^ since its commence- 
ment, must be satisfied that an establishment 
founded on similar principles must stand against 
any shock, however severe. In 1819, although the 
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whole bank capital was abstracted by the cashier^ 
no run ensnied ; neither was the circulation of notes 
for a moment interrupted : and again, in the early 
part of the present year, when the dollar deposit* 
placed there for safety by our various merchants 
were suddenly withdrawn for exportation, and 
when the panic which had produced such fatal 
consequences in England had seized upon bank- 
directors here, and made them apply to the go- 
vernment for a cash loan, in order to meet their 
anticipated embarrassments, — ^yet, as it turned out, 
no such embarrassments occurred; nor was the 
loan necessary, inasmuch as the notes circulated as 
freely as ever, and deposits continued to be made 
as usual, although individuals applying to have the 
notes converted into coin were dismissed with the 
notification of its impossibility. The public feh,' in 
fact, perfectly satisfied of the stability of the bank, 
and of the consequent value of its notes ; nor could 
this well be otherwise, as the greater portion of 
the chief landed and trading interests were pro- 
prietors of its stock, — ^bound to answer its engage- 
ments in all the property they possessed, and con- 
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«eqiiently too deeply interested in its welfare lo 
jreftise its notes in payment of any debt due to, or 
article purchased of them. 

The. banking system in New South Wales was, 
however, . conducted until of late too closdy upcm 
gambling princqdes ; while the political feeling that 
became infused into its management alarmed and 
disgusted the more wealthy and respectable por* 
tion of the proprietors, — seeing that none were 
elevated to directorships but such as implicitly sub* 
scribed to all the heterogeneous tenets of the eman^ 
dpist leaders — no matter how unworthy they were 
in oth^ respects of holding such responsible offices. 
The rival Australian bank .was formed in conse* 
quence, from which ail emancipisis are strictly ex* 
eluded. Such a state of things is much to be 
lamented, as neither bank can possibly stand upon 
so stable or lucrative a footing, when the various 
interests in the colony continue thus disjointed, as 
they might in a contrary case. , > 

When I was in Van Dieman's Land in 1819 
and. 1821, the only currency then in existence con* 
sisted of the private notes of the merchants, tra* 
ders, shoidieepers, publicans, &x. varying from the 
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sum of sixpesce op taa poimd/-*^tlije ¥stn DiaKfui'v 
hBttk nol being then established^c aikd a piecs of 
silver being considered. abMit as gmai a raoriijr em 
a, Queen Anne's sixpenoe is ia England. Yet 
th^se prirate notes vere found to answer all the 
p«irposes of coin in tke cnirent transactions of 
trade, although yon coald not consolidate theih 
into hmrd c€ish, because there was no such thuig 
in the colony, the issuers giving you the aU^nuar 
tire pf taking the notes of other issuers mexy 
dMttge, or else their value in goods. Hence, no 
nidividual in the colony was ever found to reffiae 
Aese private notes, aware that there was no othnr 
medium of exchange ; while being generally an 
issuer, too, himself, he knew that if he refused 
the notes of another, his own would, in turn, be 
objected to, and the whole host of his feUow-ico- 
kmista brought about his ears. While these pr^ 
vate notes answered fully aU the purposes of a 
local currency, they produced no greater fluctun^ 
tion of prices than takes place in ordinary cases ; 
and without them, itideed, trade could, not have 
been to any &Liemt carried on, as the settlers would 
have been obliged to traffic with eaeh odier by 
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dirict barter of goocb. As all these issu^is. of 
I^iyate Dote^ are no^r combined lA the Yn 
DiemaD's bciiik» the mcseased security must be 
Mf-evident. Suppose a demand was made upon 
the Van Diewm's hank to have ^ quantity of these 
notes cofisolidaied into coun for exportation, wiih 
vhich demand it was impossible to comply, would 
9iatter^ he wprse than at the period at which pri- 
vate notes were in circulation, — when turning them 
iato hard cash was completely out of the. question ? 
If there was not a crown in the treasury, the notes 
wo^ld net cease for a moment their cmitomary cir- 
culation, as long as the bank-proprietors kept 
up the confidence of the public by taking them 
as usual in all trading transactions, which of 
course il would be both their, duty and interest to 
do, seeing they are jointly resq)onsible. Such notes 
should, it is true, (as a point of principle,) always 
be convertihh into coin ; but no colonial resident 
would ever venture to mforoe such conversion, 
as the colony derives an immense benefit from th^ 
bank, and his own {property would suffer in common 
with that of others from its overthrow ; while the 
hauk-proprieters and^tneir friends^ whose hatred 
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would be excited, would soon make the colony 
too hot {or his residence. A^ain; if a stranger 
took any such steps, he would be unwise to venture 
back to the colony on a trading speculation ; whil^, 
on the other hand, hb good sense would tell him^ 
that as there was not sufficient coin whereinto he 
could convert his notes, he might just as well turn 
them at once into some colonial production to 
export 

. However well the generalization of the currency 
over. the British dominions may sound in theory, it 
has certainly turned out most unlucky in jMractioe ; 
so far at least as the (Sape of Good Hope and New 
South Wales are concerned. In fact, a consider- 
able portion of th6 sterling coinage introduced so 
lately from England, was collected and exported 
back during, the late fall in the price of colonial 
commodities* There must, in truth, be a local 
currency in New South Wales, as well as in every 
country, if ^ we wish its coin to be retained ; — and 
which local coin will quickly vanish, too, when it 
can be profitably exported as simple bullion ; but 
it should be recollected, that there will always be 
less inducement to export it in that shape than 
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when serving 88 the current coin of another comt- 
try, because the expense of the comage forms 
in this latter case a portion of the valne of the 
cmn, whereas, if exported as simple bullion to a 
couhtry where it could not be circulated as coin^ 
such additional value would be lost* 

The current coin of New South Wales therefore 
being now the current coin of the whole British do- 
minions, it will of course always flow out of Austra- 
lia as an export to other portions of the empire when^ 
ever other articles of export fail. If the dollar had 
been continued in circulation at five shillings value, 
and a colonial coinage struck of half-crowns, shil- 
lings, and sixpences, corresponding in fractional 
value therewUh, the wants of the colony would 
have been more securely provided for. As it is, 
there is reason to fear that we shall agam be forced 
to resort to old shilling and sixpenny notes^ or 
else to re-establishing our absolute dump coinage, 
to provide us with small change. From the want 
of such a local currency, in fact, and the ccmse^ 
quent disappearance of the circulating medium, 
the most complicated evils are likely to ensue, one 
^of the chief 'of which is, the necessary. fall m the 



money price of articles ia tbe country itfiftft ^hjffl^ 
the coin is exported. It is here th^t the adysmtag^ 
of a silver coii^e, adapted spldiy to the (inipvlf^ 
iioa of each uidiyiduftl cpui^tryy ai^d of h^ak-^ote^ 
representing a gold coin^e, become maiiifefstv-^ 
because the first can seldom be beneficiQUy ^l^r 
pelted, and the latter never, — so that 90 great 
extraction of the circulating medium 099 emtt^^ 
to derange' the whole internal prosperity of tjij^ 
community: while the merchants are obliged to 
haye recourse to the natural and m^^nufactured 
productions of the soil instead of c(n» as articles 
oi profitable export, 

A great point in faYour of paper-mpoey is^i thut 
fmr e?ery pound thereof, added to the circuljirtiisig 
capital, a. pound of bullion may be subjt^racted 
from it, and oth^wise invested; so that^ if yoiii 
are even, disposed to call p^iper-money a ^tiiiott§ 
c^pit^, still while that fictitious coital ca^ be a# 
usefoUy and profitably emplpyed as the bnUicii 
capital* why should we /i^t so employ it ? parti- 
cularly as we muUiply thereby our means of wealthy 
wid forward .ewentially colouwl improyemente. 
But if paper-money issued on the responsibility of 
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knds, lionsesy ttocAL» aoi, goods« be a fictitious eayir 
tal, what must bullion be, which rests (m no otlifir 
reipoiisibility than ctc«to«t f-^With mere gold* or 
silver in 'your hand/ yon cannot otSffe on indivt- 
duil to give yoa a tingle article in exchange, knit 
'widi paper-money you have a lien upcMi the goods 
and chattels of tte issuer to the full of its noni^ 
nid amount. — The great error formerly in Englidi 
baaUag was the restriction of it as to the maxir 
mum of paitners, whereas it ought to have been a 
restrictioti as to die minimum, — Supposing, for jn*- 
sloaee, that a bank was established in eai5h comity 
of England, issuing notes payable in gold and sii- 
▼et bullion or Bank of England paper, and re- 
atricted to a mmimum of at the least t^i^ hundried 
pfo^etors of shcures, each holding lands or housesr, 
or employed in the commerce, manufactures, ai^ 
general trade of the county, — ^what shock could 
affect the circulation of its notes within the limifli 
^ that county, at lieast, Bince we should have tve^ 
hund^red men of property imd urftuenee therem' fe*- 
fliding directly interested in upholding the vdM 
of such notes, — ^and every ration, friend, and de^ 
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p^deDt of these either directly or indi/ectly m* 
terested also ? . . 

The respective utility and yalue of bullion and 
paper^ as mediums of circulation, are yet but .in- 
differently understood; but the development of 
fresh facts will, I am persuaded, eventually produce 
reaction in favour of paper-money, and lead to a 
foundation of it on more stable principles: and the 
day is probably not far distant when the admiraUe 
views of Ricardo will be acquiesced in ; gold coixir 
age cease ; gold be used as an article of commerce 
alone ; and silver and copper become the only m^tal 
currency, in the shape of small change. 

Our colonial council has lately committed a.great 
error in prohibiting, by special enactment, all paper 
issues below one pound. — Now, notes of hand for 
less sums had been long established and very use- 
ful: — ^being payable at certain dates ; and so readily 
available were ^ey, that workmen would generally 
prefer them to cash (when they placed confidence 
in the drawer)/ while they were likewise an im-* 
mense convenience to the distant settler, who 
could not readily command small change, and in- 
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deed never liked to keep any amount in hard cash 
in his house, to afford inducements to robbery. 

Our manufactures as yet consist of but a fe\r 
essential articles, and necessity has compelled us 
to institute them, from the difficulty and expense 
of securing a regular supply by importation alone« 
Mr. Simeon Lord has a long-established woollen 
manufactory at Botany Bay, where coarse and 
second cloths are manufactured from our wools, of 
various colours and at various prices — all dearer^ 
at first cost, than similar English articles, but 
cheaper tn the end, from their greater durability. 
— Woollens are also made at Paramatta by the 
wmnen confined there, both for* clothing the go- 
vernment workmen and selling to the settlers; two 
yards and a quarter at 2^. 6d. per yard being suffi* 
cient for a pair of trowsers. Very durable twills 
are also made here from the New Zealand flax. 

Various individuals, likewise, spin and weave 
wooll^i fabrics on the same terms ; while many ex- 
tensive settlers keep servants to perform these 
operations for the use of their respective establish- 
ments, — besides tanning leather, making the shoes^ 
and manufacturing soap for their private c-onsnmp- 
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tion. The cloth in common use is manafactwed 
of undied wool, and twilled in resemblance of 
Scotch 'blanketing. It thickens greatly on wash- 
ing ; wears well, and makes an excellent summer 

or winter dress for the labourers^ when fashicmed 

» 

into frocks and trowsers. 

Ropes and twine are manufaetHred from the 
"New Zealand flax at Sydney. — Leather is made 
by a great variety of individuals ; but in greatest 
Quantity and perfection, I believe, by Mr. Wilshire 
of Sydney, — kangaroo skins serving the purposes 
of English calf, few calves being killed here. The 
various wattle-barks are used for tan ; but, indeed, 
many of our Australian trees famish bark suitable 
to such purposes.— Hats have long been manufac- 
tured by two tradesmen. They are of a deep 
glossy black, beavered with the fur of the fly« 
ing squirrel ; they wear well, and look well, ti»«i 
at first; but are liable to become soft in moist 
weather and to lose their shape. — Soap-makkig ; 
tin- ware ; workings in brass ; iron-founding on a 
small scale; manufacturing of axes, adzes, steal* 
mills, and sundry other strong iron tools and uten- 
sils; saddlery; harness and whip making; boot 
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and shoe, and straw-hat making; — with various 
other useful vocations, are carried on among us. 
(Mr. Pendray is the Ntigee and Mr. Boag the 
Hoby of Sydney.) — ^All kinds of common pottery- 
ware, such as milk dishes ; large hutter and cream 
jars with covers ; large tubs for salting meat in ; 
common brown fhby Pkilpot jugs; wine and 
water coolers^ and spruce-beer bottles, are made 
iix the colony in sofficmt ab^odfigice tp supply all 
our wants, and sold at a tolerably cheap rate. Vb^ 
glarii^ is chiefly perfonoed by Ulhai^ or sj|l^ 
.thece being no flints near to griod and iBuifce ii^ 
Soot glasesxrf'. — Carts, drays, ploughs and hty^jrowi^ 
nay be obtaiDed of polonial make at about the &It 
l^h prices, and none can be better than somd of 
these artidias of Sydney production. — Ship and 
boat building exists to some extent, and seveval 
-foeautifal cokmial veissels have been turned off Qi^r 
sUfw, our gum timber being as. durable and as well 
adapted to ship-building as the teak. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

Our society is di^.ided into circles as in England ; 
but, from the peculiarity of its constitution, still 
farther differences naturally exist, which haye at 
various times received colonial baptisms. We have, 
as I said before, first, the sterling and currency, 
or English and Colonial born, the latter bearii^ 
also the name of corn stalks (Indian com), from 
the way in which they shoot up. This is the first 
grand division. Next, we have the legitimates, or 
cross-breds, — namely, such as have legal reasons for 
visiting this colony ; and the illegitimates, or such 
as are free from that stigma. The pure Merinos 
are a variety of the latter species, who pride them- 
selves on being of the purest blood in the colony. 
We have likewise our titled characters, who 
bear '* their blushing honours thick upon them/' 
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in the decoratioDS of P. B. and C. B. which pro- 
fusely adorn their persons ; and the untitkd, who, 
like myself, have neither ''mark nor character" 
impressed upon our outward man. The titled are 
all qfiidal characters employed under the govern- 
ment, in street mending, brick-making, and such- 
like, — the titular letters not portending that they 
belong to any such illustrious order as the Bath, 
but merely that they claim the Prisoner's Barracks 
or the Carter's Barracks for their respective do« 
miciles. 

Convicts of but recent migration are facetiously 
known by the name of canaries, by reason of the 
yellow plumage in which they are fledged at the 
period of landing ; but when fairly domiciliated, 
they are more respectfully spoken of under the 
loyal designation of government-men, the term con- 
vict being erased by a sort of general tacit com- 
pact from our Botany dictionary, as a word too 
ticklish to be pronounced in these sensitive lati- 
tudes. Only a few years indeed have elapsed since 
an individual transported to .Van Dieman's Land for 
piracy, who had been emancipated for meritorious 
conduct there, obtained a verdict with 50/. damages 
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agaifist a libeller, who had attempted to maHgn 
his character by spitefully spoating the opprobrious 
epithet of **d — ^--d convict T in his teeth; — and 
a most just and praiseworthy verdict it certainly 
was; for if such language were tolerated here, 
eternal contentions Would reign among us, whila 
it is enough for an individual to bear the punish--' 
ntent he may have been sentenced to without re* 
proach bemg superadded ; and if bis period of 
punishment has expired, there can be neittier pro- 
priety nor justice in individuals insulting him with 
that for which the public has already exacted ample 
satisfaction. 

The grand diyisgp, however, of the free classes 
here, without refevenoe to colonial technicailitieB, 
is into that of emigrants, who have come out free 
from England, and emanc^rists, who have lorived 
here as convicts, and have either been pardoned or 
completed their term of servitude. It is between 
portions of Aese two classes, that th^re has been 
so much bickering. One subdivision of the emi* 
grant class alluded to, is termed the eoctlusianist 
party, ftook their strict exclusion of the emancipists 
tHM their society ; while again, a subdivisicm of 
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emsbcipists is denominated the confu$umut partj» 
fnnn their endeavouring to embroil aociety, as the- 
others say. As in all small oc^Bmuuities^ priyate 
feudsy backbiting^ and scandaU are commonly to be 
found m our circles^ or rather have been, for im« 
proven^t in this respect seems to be gaining, 
groupd. Thoae thoro«gbly initiated into the pre- 
vailing habits learn, . however, to hear without 
believing these things, and to repeat them merely 
for talking's sake, so that the repetitions may go. 
on ad infinitum with scarce an atom of cr^t being 
attached thereto, even by the retailers. 

Etiquette is, if possible, more studied among 
our fashionable circles than y^^^^''^^ of London 
itself. If a lady makes a call, sbe must not attempt 
a repetition of it until it lias been returned, on pain 
of being voted ignorant of due form. Morning 
visits, too, are made in the afternoon ; afternoon 
calls near the hour of bed-time ; while cards are 
eeiemoniously left, and rules of precedence sa 
pnactiliousiy insisted on by some of our tdtrae, 
that the peace of the colony was placed in imminent 
jeopardy only a few years back by the opening of 
a ball before the leading lady of the torn made 
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her appearance ; — the hurricane being fortunatcdy. 
smoothed down at its outset by the facetious mas- 
ter of the ceremonies assuring the indignant fair, 
that it was nothing more than the experiment of a 
few couples to try the spring of the newjloar, and 
that they were still waiting her arrival to commence. 

Dinners among the gentlemen, — followed up by 
tea or coffee, evening parties, B,nd petits saupts (to 
include the attendance of the ladies), are the usual 
routine here ;— dancing and music winding up the 
entertainments. The name-cards are elegantly 
printed by our colonial press, and sometimes such 
a fashionable intimation as *' Mrs. B. at Home" 
brightens the gloom of our winter evenings. 

Sundry public balls during the year vary the 
sameness of more common enjoyments : while the 
routine of balls, dinner-parties, and petites soirees, 
lately commenced by our worthy governor and his 
lady, tend still farther to advance the hilarity 
of our social circles. There are also in anticipa- 
tion the amusements of the promised theatre ; . and 
the public concerts lately established can scarcely 
fail to introduce harmony in one sense, if not in 
smother. 
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The first of our sabscriptioiH^oiiceFts took pb«e 
on the 7tb of JnjOLe, in the present year, and vi» 
attended Igr one hundred apd twwty of the ^elecih 
admittances being decided by ballot, — Mrs. Qover- 
nor Darling's ball, in honour of His Majesty's 
birth-day, was the most splendid and most nume- 
rously attended of any yet given in the polony — 
two hundred individuals being pres^ftt cm this 
occasion, a considerable portion of whom would be 
qualified by their wealth and respectability to Aiove 
in gei^teel society in England. This balDias been 
immortalized in our annals as the ^rst, sinoe the, 
foundation of the colony, in which the ladies equalled 
in numbers the gentlemen, — a circumstance which 
has given rise since to much pleasant speculative 
conversation among the bachelors. 

The pride and dignified hauteur of some of our 
ultra aristocracy far eclipse those of the nobility in 
England. An excellent Yorkshire friend of mine„ 
in command of a merchant-ship^ unaware of the 
distance and punctilio observed here, very inno* 
oently stepped up to one of our ** eminent lawyers," 
(to whom he had been casually introduced but a few 
days previous,) to ask some trifling question^ which 

VOL. II. P 



122 LETTERS FROM 

he prefaced with " Good morning, Mr. — ** The 
man of the law» however, recoiled as if a toad had 
tumbled in his path, and ejaculated with a stem 
frown, " Upon my life, I don't know you, sir.** 
This proved a subject of much merriment afterwards 
to my friend, who would receive my usual ** How 
d'ye do's," when we met, with a disdainful toss of 
the head, and " Upon my life I don't know you, sir !" 
While strolling once with an acquaintance, on 
my first arrival in the colony, we chanced to en- 
counter a couple of our men of rank, with one 
of whom my friend walked aside, to hold some 
private conversation, leaving the other and me 
standing together. As the gentleman was known 
to me by sight, and I knew him also to have 
lately come down the country in a direction which 
I was about to take on the morrow, I incautiously 
asked of him the state of the roads. But what was 
my surprise when, drawing himself up with a most 
self-important air, he replied in the exact terms of 
the lawyer before-mentioned, ** Upon my word I 
don't know you, sir." Being yet a novice with 
respect to colonial dignity, I naturally concluded 
that some wag had been chalking P. B. or such- 
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like yillanons insignia upon my back (as is some* 
times practised), which had brought on me this 
contemptuous rebuff ; but on satisfying myself of 
the incorrectness of the surmise, I naturally began 
to marvel who this great man could be, and should 
doubtless have set him down as the Duke de las 
Sierras, or the Marquis of Aquaro at least, had I 
not been afterwards assured that he was nothing 
more than a retired subaltern of infantry some 
time rusticated here. ** Then," said I, " this 
must be a land of high aristocratical feeling, in- 
deed ! — Ay, and of high feeling of honour, 
too," added I a few minutes after, upon hear-* 
ing one of our legitimate exquisites, newly re- 
leased from a six months* incarceration for tri- 
fling with the perjury laws, most earnestly ap- 
peal " Pon honour " to the truth of a statement 
he was making. ** Oh ! that is very judicious of 
him indeed," observed a bystander, ** to pledge his 
honour to it, — as he knows well that nobody would 
take his oathJ' 

What a perplexing dilemma, you see, a stranger 
is thus placed in: for if he inquires his way 
through Sydney of one of our titulars, (even deico- 
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rated with a C. B. appendage,) he runs a risk of 
haying his pocket picked ; aii4 if he applies to an 
untitled, he may be superciliously repulsed. 

The fashionable pedestrian promenade abcmt 
Sydney, as I have stated befcMre, extends round 
Mrs. Macquarie's Boad and the government do- 
main ; while the South-head road constitutes tke 
equestrian drive, along which our heau monde pour 
en masse on gala-days in their various fashionable 
turn-outs, twelve private carriages being kept at 
this instant in the colony, whil^ few individuals of 
any respectability are without their gigs or riding- 
horses : — there being no taxes to pay here on pny 
of these articles, the expense of supporting an 
equipage is not worth calculating. We have post- 
offices in every principal town whereto letters are 
conveyed, and post-horses are now equipping for 
the due transmission of letters to every part of the 
colony. A great variety of respectable schools 
throughout the colony further the purposes of 
education ; the most celebrated being the Sydney 
Free Grammar School under the able management 
of Dr. Halloran; the Caledonian Academy, 
founded upon the principles of the Scotch schools. 
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nlaAer the midA^mttent of the BeV. Mr. Laii^, fhb 
Presbyteriaii eletgyinilh; Mr. Cope^iS Seiiimary; 
and tlid NtiTitt Selmnaty for instmctton in seafa- 
iing matters, UrkAer th6 stfperint^ndaiiee off Cajytain 
•Beveridg^. YaribttiS' ladies' schools are to befdimd 
also ; but few possei^yiiig ninch celebrity. Music- 
iftllsters for the piano and harp take regular cir- 
cuits to give leiis<M[is to the rknng fair ; while Mens. 
Oirattdy and other filrofbssors of attitudes and dan- 
eiilg, teach them to hold their heads up, turn out 
their toes, and trq> it albugo in waltzes^ quadHDes, 
and c&ntre danses* 

The doors and interior fiittings-up of the better 
description of our houses are of colonial cedar, 
kept polished in the manner of mahogany, the 
tables and chairs also being usually of the same. 
Rush-bottomed chairs, manufactured here, supply 
tiie place of the latter for common purposes. — ^The 
India cane mat is generdly substituted for the 
English carpet, oH account of its superior coolness, 
irhlie tbhite is for a siihilar reason our domestic 
costtliiie ; the gentl^to, however, exchanging the 
white jacket fot a hlue ohb when the weather is 
cool, or on tiding 6ut ;— Utt^ jackets, over light 
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summer vests and trowsers constitute indeed tka 
common dress of the majority of our respectable 
tradesmen, and the Sunday garb of the more lowly ; 
straw hats being generally worn in summer, either 
imported from Manilla, or of colonial manufacture, 
the finest selling at 12s. apiece. 

Our church establishment is under the charge 
of Archdeacon Scott, who is how zealously en-^ 
deavouring to further our spiritual comforts by 
extending the ** benefit of clergy" throughout 
the colony; and also to further our mental idi- 
provement by the endowment of schools and in- 
stitutions for mechanics in the most populous and 
centrical places, for which purposes a certain por- 
tion of land is granted : — the colonial schools are 
under the direction of the ministry, as they always 
should be. 

A dispensary is likewise now about to be esta- 
blished, to furnish medicines and advice to the poor 
gratis. There are several reading-rooms and Ubra- 
ries : while our various Australian journals furnish 
intelligence and on-dits. We have the " Sydney 
Gazette ^ and " Australian " published twice a 
week, and the ** Monitor '' once a week ; — the two 
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former, at a charge of nine-pence each paper, and 
the latter at the charge of a shilling. The former al- 
most equals in size the Morning Herald, and usually 
comprises a vast fund of colonial news, as well as 
interesting and entertaining advertisements ; while 
the two latter are conducted with an ability of 
which few papers out of London can boast. Jour- 
nals conducted by men of sound judgment and 
ability are certainly vast acquisitions to any new 
colony, and such, in the ** Australian" and ** Moni- 
tor," we undoubtedly possess. All these journals 
average from seventy to eighty advertisements 
in their pages, and have an average circulation 
of 650 impressions each, or a total of 3250 im- 
pressions .weekly. No duty is levied by way of 
stamps, or on advertisements, the. charge for three 
insertions of eight lines in the ** Monitor" beingseven 
shillings — and of fifty lines, one guinea. — Our colo- 
nial Almanack is a most useful and excellent little 
work, which no settler ought to be without, — since 
it contains short but valuable treatises on colo* 
nial farming and gardening ; the periods for plant* 
ing, sowing, and reaping the various local produo- 
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turns ; the usual state of the weather throughmrt 
the year; the rates of ferries and tolls, and conre- 
ident money-tables. A good practical treaGse <m 
the vine has lately issued from our press ; ^hile a 
history of the colony, a treatise on sheep-husbam- 
dry, a diary of trftyds in the interior, Und two 
Tolumes of poems, (one by Mt. Tonnpson, a yomi^ 
Australian, and the other coniiisting of birlh'^ay 
odes, songs, and jtux d^esprit^ by our venertibte 
laureate Mr. Micha)^ Robinson,) ai'e all about to 
appear. In fact, printing is now executed here 
Tery neatly, as our newspapers (to go no farther) 
manifest. 

Since the institution of the Sydney Turf Club, 
a great addition has been made to our pastimes ; 
and while the value of horses has been materially 
enhanced thereby, the breed will attain more rapid 
improY ement . It possesses a secretary, treasurer, and 
a select list of members, who are regularly balloted 
for ; and many gloomy faces may be seen on grand 
electicm-days owing to five black-balls tumbling out 
of the white-ball box. The races are held twice a 
year, between Sydney and Paramatta, and dyjj^ht 
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IkMes oft^n istart at a time for tEe plate, several 
plates being given by the club, one by the Aus- 
tralian ladies, and one by the late governor. 
Races have likewise beeti held at Paramatta and 
Penrith, and in fact this excellent old Englbh 
sport is no where more highly enjoyed than in Aus- 
tralia. 

Great hospitality to strangers prevails through- 
out the colony, and in travelling you are always a 
welcome guest at any respectable house. 

An opinion has, I know, been put forth that free 
emigrants become gradually inoculated with roguish 
propensities after their arrival here : this I have not 
been able to perceive ; though certainly no vastscru^ 
pulosity is manifested by some of them, which may 
as justly be ascribed io former habit as recent cor- 
ruption. Not so, however, thought Samshoo, an 
East-Indian servant-boy belonging to a merchant 
here, who had been detected by his employer in 
purloining a large bag of dollars. " Samshoo !" said 
his astonished master, ** what has made you turn 
such a rogue ? you, that have been so long in iny 
service, and always shown yourself before such 
an honest lad;" ''Massa," blubbered Samshoo, 
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shrugging his shoulders, ^^when Samshoo come 
here, Samshoo very good boy ; now Shamshoa dam 
rogue ; every body, massa, turn rogue here ! by 
and bye, massa turn rogue too !" 
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LETTER XXV. 

It was during the administratioo of Governor 
Macquarie that those party feuds commencecl 
which have kept the colony in a ferment ever 
since. Deeming the colony to have been founded 
as much with a view to the reformation Bsputush" 
tnent of offenders, he justly concluded that the 
surest way of achieving the former object was, 
by elevating the character of the emancipated con- 
vict, in raising him to a suitable moral station in 
society again. But, unfortunately, the mode Go- 
vernor Macquarie took of carrying his correct and 
beneficent views into execution, entirely frustrated 
the attempt. He conceived that the governor's 
countenance alone would overwhelm all opposition^ 
and that authority ought to step in, to enforce what 
a mere expression of his unsh failed to effects 
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Now, in matters of opinion, man is like a pig*,-" — if 
you attempt to force him on, he only retrogrades 
from the point yon wish to urge him to, and you 
must coax him along quietly, if you are really se- 
rious in attaining your object, or else drive him on- 
wards by making him believe the reverse is the ob* 
ject you have in view. Governor Macquarie, finding 
a number of demurrers to his opinions, instead of 
coaliilg them on to his views ; or taking no notice 
of what was done or said, but quietljp inviting siieli 
individaals of the emancipist body to hii taMe tm 
ke deemed respectable enough, and letting ttaue 
and reason work the rest ; forthwith began to loA 
upon' all who opposed his projects as personal eiMk 
mies, and often indeed treated them as stieh; 
This line of conduct at once severed from him mamy 
individuals ; while the more marked attention he 
paid to members of the emancipist body in mmk^ 
pMrison with the free inhabitants, made it be he^ 
lieted by otherii that it was his intention to eXBii 
the emancipist tAove the emigrant, and thu» dis^ 
gusted those who might probably have coihi^ 
tManced the plan. Now, what has been tJbe 
result in Van Diemsoi's Ladd, where. a different 
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cmitfle was pntsued by the able and judicious 
Sorell ? An individual of the emancipist body has 
Ymea lately elected there to the bank-directorships 
in opposition to sevei^ most respectable emigrants^ 
und by a body of proprietors too, the ^eater por- 
ticOi df Irhom are free emgrdnts. — On Governor 
Maik|tiffirie's departure the emancipists were agaiii 
thrown into the shade, and not one ever visited 
the succeediti^ governor at a party of any descrip- 
tion, nor did he ever dine even in company with 
a single esftancipist, until the very close of his adi 
ministration. This sudden downfal prodoced, as 
yon may suppose, a disheartening effect upoA 
the whole body, and some most respectable m- 
dividuals among Uiem felt it, I know, keenly ; 
deeming themselves and their descendants thus 
for ever doomed to be, like the seed of Cain, a 
stigmatized race, — as they saw even their very chfl-, 
dren debsurred from the governor's society, imd 
thus held forth as equidly unworthy with than- 
selves. Things c(mtmued in this state, tUl the sqp* 
pearance of the '' Australian" newspaper roused 
the emancipist body to oppose the course pursued 
toward them in iMnitting their naiiles ini the new 
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list of magistracy, in conformity to the commis^ 
sioner's recommendation, and driving them put 
of the pale of respectable society ; contrary, how-^ 
ever, to the commissioner's evident wish. 

The individuals supposed to have influenced the 
commissioner were the principal objects of attack^ 
personal motives with some of these assailants hay*- 
ing obviously even greater weight than their pro-^ 
fessed public creed. A case was now got up to 
make it appear that the emancipists were an op- 
pressed body, trampled on by the emigrants, and de-^ 
prived by unfair means of what they deemed their 
rights. — Now, neither the magistracy nor council 
were shut by any legislative enactment against 
the emancipists, the local government having the 
power to appoint any individual, whether emigrant 
or emancipist, whom it deemed deserving, — . 
juries being the only bodies they were at that 
period legally disqualified from. This disqualifica* 
tion they were most anxious to remove ; but the 
commissioner, who foresaw great disturbance likely 
to ensue either from the emancipists or the emi- 
grants being admitted to sit on juries, suggested 
that both parties should be excluded, and the juries 
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composed of military and naval officers alone m 
formerly, who might be fairly presumed destitute 
of all prejudice as to either class. — ^Another cry 
was now raised by the emancipists for a house of 
assembly, but stoutly opposed by the emigrants, 
who saw nothing therein but the seeds of disorder 
and confusion. 

To talk of conferring an unlimited privilege, on 
&e broad English principle of property alone en- 
titling an individual to the right of sitting upon a 
jury^ would be absurd respecting a population 
chiefly constituted of those who had themselves 
been convicted ofienders against the law. 

With respect to civil cases^ (such, for instance, 
as relate to property,) the law as it now stands 
is best adapted to our present state of society* 
If both parties agree to it, a jury is called in ; 
but if one dissents, the case is forthwith tried 
before the judge and two magisterial assessors. In 
libel cases, however, and criminal cases tee, jury-^ 
trials may no doubt be rendered very beneficial 
by making the right of a juryman to sit depend as 
much upon the question of character as that of 
property ; reducing the number of jurymen, on 
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each jnty, ih every place of trial, according td iU 
piopalatioii, aifd allowing the decisions to go by a 
Hiqfarity, instead of by unanimity. If every in- 
dividual in the colony were given a right to sit aift 
a crimiiiai juryman on being qnaliied by property 
done, there wonlld be no control whatever oset 
the most iniquitous conduct, and serious mischief 
might be occasioned befbre a change of kw could 
be made : n^hile, fo an indivMufd who had been a 
convict, th6 title to that as a right could never 
have the same beneficial influence on his moral 
behaviour, as wh^n awarded ^ al distiKifguii^ing 
boon to gotd conduct. The man who Coidd claim 
this privilege as an inberitaihce th^ moment he 
ac^ired a certain property, wotfld, as is very evi- 
dent, care less about chara<^ter than when he saw 
that without charafcter his plhoperty avaited him 
iHcihing. To have twelve jurymen, also, in tv^ry 
case, i^ould be most oppressive in otzr thinly- 
peopled districts ; while, id prevent the bribery or 
guilty participation of a idMgle juryman from de* 
feating the justice of the law, iMfdritie^ ought to 
decide the case, the fOTeman simply certifying fo 
the judge the numb^i^ of (iyes and noes. If the 
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county mag istmey *were (enjoined to Avkw tip tit- 
nuaDy a list of all inditiduals in the colohy ^titled 
by property to senre, malclDg distinguishing marks 
in favour of those of good character^ to insure their 
being put upon the jury list> while from those re- 
jected even the gbvefnor might still select such 
names as he deemed proper (in order to counteract 
any vexations conduct on the part of the magi- 
straey)^ a jury system might be foi^med beneficial to 
thd colony at large, and capable of effectually serv- 
ing all the purposes required, till the state of so- 
ciety here admitted the meire qualification of pro- 
perty to suffice. 

As to a house of representatives, — ^when it is 
reeollected what bitter dissensions have existed 
for many years between the emigrants and eman- 
cipists, and that the latter would compose at least 
four-fifths of the electors, it is evident that such a 
measure would not only tend to revive that discord 
which His present Excellency is fast allaying, but 
put the whole emigrant body in the power of the 
einattcipist faction. Yet these two objects, name- 
ly, a house of asseinbty and genuine trial by jiiry, 
are gravely declared to be the best means that 
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can be devised for promoting the harmony of the 
colony ; but as lawyers are the singers of the li^ 
p€Bans about this said harmony, we are naturally 
induced to wonder what has so suddenly brought 
about this before unheard-of reform in the principles 
of that body, of whom discord forms the very food. 
A council, formed upon a broader scale than 
the one now existing, is the sort of legislative body 
best adapted to the promotion of the harmony and 
the interests of the colony for many years yet to 
come ; but its sittings ought to be open, its pro- 
ceedings reported, and all the acts proposed print- 
ed and distributed at least a month before dis- 
cussion, so that they may be digested by the public 
at large, and their defects pointed out. Any 
body, however popularly constituted, will sooji 
dwindle into a downright hive of drones, if not 
urged on by the stimulating excitement afforded 
by publicity. The conduct of the members of the 
council would thus be open to scrutiny, and the 
motives of each for supporting or opposing any 
given measure set forth to the public ; but, in 
its present state, the council is, and will continue 
to be, looked upon as a body more inclined to 
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fkvour private interests than minister to those of 
the community. Besides^ publicity would stimu- 
late able members to exert their talents for th^ 
general good^ and impart confidence to the people 
in their decisions. It is hoped some such arrange- 
ment will form one of the items in the expected 
amendment of our colonial code. 

Although noTi-participation in the same political 
right, is the ostensible object our emancipists are 
whimpering about, yet non-participation in the same 
beef and pudding at the same table is the actual 
stimulant of all this " much ado about nothing." 

But is it the general body of the emancipists 
who vociferate so much about this point I oh no ! 
it is only the emancipists '' purs et par excel- 
lence*^ — or such as have neither been punished 
nor convicted of any offence in the colony, from 
whose social meetings the emancipists impure are 
as religiously excluded as the former caste is from 
the tables of the exclusionists. At one of the public 
dinners of the emancipists pure some years back, 
a terrible /raca« ensued from one of the proscribed 
inadvertently gaining admittance, who being as- 
sailed with a universal shout of *^ Turn him out. 
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tum him out !" forthwith sqiicittiid himi^elf kt the 
end of the table^ dhd octttime^^ed tipoh his sonp, 
fkilfuUy intrenching his position by rolling the 
e6tnex of the tiableclotli round his hand, with a 
view of pulling the whole of the smoking page- 
antry off the table in ca^e of molestation. At the 
dinner, too, given by that bodjr to Sir Thomas 
Brisbane, a sort of Bodrd of Oreen Cloth sat upon 
all applications for tickets, rejecting every one 
who had been punished or convicted by any colo- 
nial court — in order that His Excellency might not 
be exposed to the unpleasant dilemma of rubbing 
his immaculate shoulders against a man who had 
been sullied by a double conviction. 

Therefore while the emancipists pure thus admit 
none convicted in the colony to dine with them, 
the emigrants pure admit none convicted either in 
or out of it, to that familiarity. Although the 
conduct of the first-mentioned body is somewhat 
inconsistent, it nevertheless shoi^s that they are 
not altogether a degraded race, but still retain 
feelings of honei^t pride arising fi'om a conscious- 
ness of their recent good conduct. The practice 
followed in England is ho rule for this colony. 
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If this is to continue to be a place for the refor- 
mation as well as for the punishment of criminals, 
why keep these quondam criminals a proscribed 
race (rfter reformation has obviously taken full 
effect, and their time has been served, or their 
pardon awarded ? It is a piece of gross impolicy 
as well as great injustice to do so; because, by 
morally elevating a man in society, and infusing 
into him a proper pride, and re^spect for himself, 
you secure him in a great measure against the 
future commission of crime ; — ^for who is there 
imbued with a due degree of personal pride, and 
who values the character he has acquired in society, 
that will readily be guilty of a -base action? — The 
calling this colony a colony for reform, is a mere 
bugbear as long as the reformed continue to be 
marked as a race of outcasts. I see no reason 
whatever for excluding a man who has been once 
convicted from any office the unconvicted now 
enjoy here, when his period of punishment is com- 
pleted and his conduct has been deserving. How 
obvious are the good effects which would naturally 
arise from his admission to equality ! A greater 
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inducement would be thus held out to those already 
commencing reformation to persevere^while the 
still depraved would feel urged onward toward 
a salutary change^ seeing those who had been as 
criminal as themselves now restored to honest 
society, and becoming as useful as they had before 
been pernicious. 

This system of exclusion is in fact practised to 
aa extent which few in England would believe : — 
the poacher, political offender, and thief, being all 
looked upon as equally degpraded. Nor is any 
difference held to exist between the blackest crimes 
and the most venial offences. The man who stole 
to satisfy the cravings of hunger, or was excited 
thereto by sudden temptation, — the hardened rogue 
proud of his hundred crimes, — and the bashful 
booby blushing for his solitary one, are all looked 
upon alike, and treated alike toa. 

Few, very few, of these same emancipists pure 
are at all qualified even for the bench ; therefore, 
the elevation of some two or three of them could 
prove little detriment to the course of justice, sup- 
posing they did casually disgrace their office, while 
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Ike indading such a number alono would provajuit 
« beneficial as ranning the lint up to a (IohoUi by 
iGDstrating that the bar to tbair moral ttlttvation 
Temoyed. Of late, indeed, noma (Vaa emigraulu 
lore been attending the diunar-iJartioM of the 
wealthy emancipists, but being ohiatly of the tra- 
ding or borrowing community, private iiitarast of 
course forms the chief inoantiva to their couduct ; 
neyertheless, this is a beginning Irom wbiub, in 
time^ better fruit may spring. 

Our emancipist body, in honest truth, forms the 
most useful and enterprising portion of our com- 
munity v-^U the distilleries, nearly all the brewe- 
ries, and the greater portion of the mills and va- 
rious manufactories, being owned by them ; while 
they have never, so far as I can learn, disgraced 
themselves by engaging in any of the smuggling 
transactions, whereby many of those who came out 
under the proud title of free men have tarnished 
their reputation. Several of our most respectable 
merchants have told nie that in the numerous 
matters of business wherein they have been con- 
cerned with the emancipists, their conduct has 
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always proved most honourable, though somie her^i 
will ODdeaypur to detract from this praise, by saying 
that their principles have suffered no change, the 
terror of the law and self-interest alone keeping 
thepi honest. This I hold to be an illiberal and 
unworthy suspicion : — ^and if otherwise, what re- 
t£uns nineteen-twentieths of mankind in the paths 
of honesty but these two identical things ? — honest 
principle often taking a harlequin leap from the 
breasts of even the nearest friends when property 
is thrown as a bone of contention among them. 
As long as people can gain more by a sort of decent 
roguery, than by open unqualifiedhonestyf^wiilkont 
their neck or their future interests being endan- 
gered,) they seldom scruple much. Honesty is in 
fi^t as much an acquired habit as a fixed principle ; 
and by our quondam rogues getting into this habit, 
Uke all acquired habits whether good or bad, it 
will not be very readily thrown off. When we see 
a nation at one period shining forth as the model 
of every thing virtuous and noble, and at another 
period degraded by every species of knavery and 
vice, we only see a change of habits not of natu- 
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rally inherent principles^ hecause what is natural 

to the human constitotiony such as the passions we 

are universally imbued with, or the colour of our 
skin, continues the same from generation to gene-, 

ration. 
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LETTER XXVI. 



Emigration to any colony can never be con- 
ducted on so extensive a scale as to be of material 
benefit in relieving the mother country from the 
excess of her increasing population. 

Even supposing ten thousand poor individuals 
were drained ofi^ per annum^ that number would 
not amount to a tenth of the yearly increase ; and 
I doubt if even half that number could be shipped 
off annually and located, without entailing such 
an expense as to make the remedy worse than the 
disease: emigration must proceed gradually to 
proceed beneficially ; for, it is observed in Aus- 
tralia, that when numbers crowd in too quickly, 
the prices of stock are so materially enhanced, 
as to operate greatly to the fresh emigrant's 
prejudice ; and in America the same remark 
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holds equally good. If these poor emigprants 
could find employment near an American sea-port, 
undoubtedly that would be the cheapest mode of 
getting rid of them ; but if we mean to colonize 
them, I think, taking all things together, that they 
may be more cheaply disposed of in Australia. 
The out-yoyage to America is nothing, the inland 
journey being the weighty point to be considered ; 
Bnd when simply set down upon locations in Upper 
Canada, and all expenses paid, if thirty pounds 
per head clear these matters, I am greatly de- 
ceived; and for this sum individually a family 
may be landed upon a location in Australia, where 
the country is in a great measure cleared to their 
hands. Emigrations of agricultural labourers on 
any thing like an extensive scale for purposes of 
colonization, might be most successfully and eco- 
nomically conducted, by settling primarily upon 
the principles of the co-operative system, — that is, 
by turning the combined exertions of the settlers 
to clearing, cultivating, and erecting the necessary 
buildings upon one centrical farm, from which the 
individual settlers might ds ramify to their 

own locations, after tb nred lodging 
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and subsistence for themselves at the parent depot. 
This point being attained, die ispare portion of 
the working cummunity should of course be re. 
quired to assist in raising the requisite buildings 
upon the rarious locations successivelyy as well as 
in clearing, fencing, and putting into cultiyatioQ 
each individual's grant, until the whole of the set- 
tlors wore accommodated upon their separate farms, 
while a fresh importation from England might 
again oceupy the central farm, and ramify there • 
from in the same way, importation succeeding im<- 
portation until the distance of the locations required 
a fresh central farm to be instituted. A tax of a 
certain number of bushels of wheat and maize per 
acre annually for a fixed number of years, on each 
location, would tend to support succeeding bodies 
of settlers, on their first arrival, until their own 
locations afforded them food. Their wives should 
be taught to spin flax and wool previous to emi- 
grating, and individuals skilled in weaving, tan- 
ning, carpentering, blacksmith's work, and shoe- 
making, should form a part of the body, so as to 
enable them as far as possible to supply within 
themselves all their pressing wants. A plan like 
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this would be oertaialj the cheapest and moat 
easily canned into execution of any I oaa imagine; 
and if an active aUa individnal superintended 
each of these settlements^ sudi a mode might be 
carried on with benefit np(m a very extensive 
scale. 

Such settlements would prove eventually of in- 
finite unportance to the mother country, as marts 
for her manufactures, in which light we nust 
chiefly view establishments of this description ; lor 
the portion of supernumerary population that, an 
the most extended scale, could be taken off by eadr 
gration, would be too trifling materially to mitigate 
the mischiefs arising from that souroe, though cer- 
tainly it could not but be the means of obviating 
much individual misery. 

Detachments of soldiers are sent out aunnally 
to India,— by way of New South Wales, for the 
purpose of g^uarding the convicts. Now, as these 
detachments are invariably composed of young 
recruits, totally unacquainted with the service^ 
and one half of them indeed generally mere 
striplings, I conceive a number of poor settlers 
might be shipped out this way by substitiiting 
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them for the soldiers, because the expense in^ 
cnrred in keeping a detachment of soldiers in New 
South Wales, and forwarding it from thence to 
India, would carry three times the number of set- 
tiers out that the detachment consisted of. 

For emigrants with no great amount of capi-^ 
tal, particularly bachelors, settling upon the plan 
of the co-operatiye system is undoubtedly the best 
tihey can adopt ; but three, or at most four, in one 
communion, is the utmost that should be generally 
thought of. The great point in emigration is to 
save expense at the outset, in which respect an 
immense advantage must necessarily be gained by 
this system, besides having the benefit of three 
heads, and three pair of hands, to superintend and 
work at the different divisions of the farm. One 
ploughman, one bullock-driver, one house-servant, 
one stockman, and one shepherd, at the outset, 
would serve the purposes of three settlers as effec^ 
tually as of one ; and indeed, in the case of three 
active settlers, acquainted with farm management, 
several of these servants might be dispensed with. 
By constructing all the primary requisite build- 
ings, fences, and stock-^rard, upon one location at 
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a time, and securing supplies of food at the outset 
from it, until the same buildings and improve- 
ments could be gradually completed upon the whole 
three locations, what a great primary outlay of 
capital would thus be sayed, without taking into 
account the consolation derived from each other^s 
society and advice during such an anxious bustling 
period as that of first settling ! Three individuals^ 
arriving in the colony with 400/. each, mustering 
thus a capital among them of 1200/., would do a 
fourth more at least with this sum, than a single 
individual possessing such capital of 1200/. could, 
besides placing themselves in comfort in one-third 
o[ the time, and saving eventually a large sum by 
the proceeding. Having myself proved the benefit 
of this plan, I can speak with greater confidence 
of its merits. In fact, in this way, emigration may 
be successfully practised by large bodies of indi* 
viduals possessing small capitals, who could not 
at all attempt it single-handed. Six individuals, 
for instance, with 100/. each in their pockets on 
arrival, willing and able to work, might soon form 
a comfortable asylum for themselves ; and even if 
they landed with only 50/. apiece, might start 
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decently* The requisites here are the preserva- 
lion of a good understandiog amoDg themselves, 
and a soffieieaoy of land, at no great distaaoe one 
from the other, fit for farming purposes. 

Western Port, from its adyantages in point of 
fine harbour, cool salubrious climate, good navigaUe 
rivers extending interiorly, and excellent thinly- 
timbered grassy soil, promises the best of any por- 
tion, of unlocated country now known throughout 
the territory of New South Wales. The country 
interiorly from Bateman's Bay, c<»iiprehending the 
extensive downs of Monaroo, will prove the next 
best in point of coolness of climate ; but that about 
Moreton and Trial Bays, will {Nrobably prove the 
most convenient, on account of water communica- 
tion. Western Port being but a short distance 
. across Bass Straits from Port Dalrymple in Van 
Dieman's Land, all the primary requisites of grain, 
sheep, and cattle, might be imported thence, and 
other necessaries also, until the settlements should 
become sufiiciently populous to induce a ship direct 
from England to touch. 

Cabin passages to New South Wales now 
usually vary from 70/. to 100/.; but, from the 
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loifg^ of Toyage, proper inquiries ought to he 
made as to the diaraoter of the captain of the 
ship, as well as a regular bargain respecting hoir 
you are to lire on the royag^; nor would it be 
amiss to examine perwnaUy as to what has been 
embarked for cabin stores, since most shameful 
treatment has often been experienced* by settlers 
coming out, which on so long a voyage as eigh«- 
teen or twenty weeks is somewhat trying to the 

temper. 

%■ 

If the eligible stations of Western Port, Mona* 
roo Downs, Trial or Moreton Bay, and Port Mac- 
quarie, should not be open for the location of settlers 
on your arrival, your search must then be directed 
toward Argyle, Bathurst, or Hunter's River, for 
a suitable spot. The surveyors of these places, if 
in Sydney at the time, will give you full informa- 
tion about the quality of the imlocated lands, the 
position of which will be pointed out in the chart ; 
or if these gentlemen are residing in their dis^ 
tricts, you must gain the information from them 
there. No lands are now granted but what are 
surveyed, which would be an excellent rule if the 
piimjiiig department was strong enough to keep 
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veil in advimce of the applications ; but as it if. at 
present, the nile is obliged in some measure to be 
dispensed with; for as the best portions are of 
course firH picked out of the newly-snrreyed 
lands, unless a settler arrives at the instant a sur- 
vey is completed, he must otherwise either put up 
^th a bad grant, or wait untU the surrey of a 
new portion of land takes place. Even in se- 
lection from the surveyed portions, great diffi- 
culty is often experienced in finding out which 
sections are yet unappropriated ; and instances are 
not unfrequent where the wrong section has been 
settled on, and much expense and annoyance in 
this way incurred. If a guide should not be found 
advisable to be despatched along with each new 
settler, to point out the unappropriated grants, the 
trees in the parish lines, and the trees in the sec- 
tion lines, might be barked and lettered, and num'*> 
bered in such a way that the new settler could not 
readily make a mistake. 

The utmost extent of land now granted is 2560 
acres, which you must prove yourself possessed of 
2000/. capital, in money or property, to be entitled 
to ; a capital of 500/. being required for each 640 
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acMi* At the end of seven years, yon mnst have ex- 
pended a foarth of the estimated value of your grant 
in improyements, to complete your title to it, at 
which period you commence paying a quit-rent of 
fiye per cent per annum upon the estimated value 
of the grant, which quit-rent you are allowed at 
any time to buy up, at twenty years' purchase. 
The natural lands in this colony have never yet 
been valued at more than Ss. per acre, therefore 
the value of the 2560 will be 042/. 2s., and the 
quit-rent 32/. per annum. It would be a great 
improvement to permit this quit-rent on first 
grants to be paid and purchased up in wheat and 
lieef, at the market value ; a plan that would suit 
the government equally well, and the settler better 
than a money payment. The great fault in the 
system hitherto pursued in this colony has been, 
that the terms upon which land was granted were 
either never enforced, or that there were actually 
no terms to enforce. By exacting a quit-rent at a 
given period, you oblige the settler to improve the 
grant, in order to make it sufficiently valuable to 
answer the demand of the quit>rent, instead of 
keeping it as a mere stock-run, or leaving it in a 
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state of natare, until its ralue should heconm 00 
much increased by the condensation of popnla^ 
tion aroondy as to enable him to dispose of it 'to 
pc^ater advantage. This increasing Talne of land, 
from increasing population, will often double the 
Talue of a grant in the space of a few years, with- 
out reference to a single improvement. 

Each river being usually takeit here as a base- 
line in the measurement of land, and a mile of 
river frontage allowed for each 640-acre grant, 
while for a 2000-acre grant no more river front* 
age is allowed (the measurement being simply 
carried backwards in the same line), — by fix* 
ing upon a section indifferently watered heyond^ 
-and containing no alluvial soil there, yon will, in 
this way, secure as much land in a 640 grant as 
in a 2000-acre one, inasmuch as no other settler 
will be disposed to accept of the land behind you, 
from these obvious disadvantages. The new settler 
need not therefore be alarmed by the amount of 
capital required ; because, if he possesses the sum 
of 500/., he will generally be able to secure as 
much land for this sum as if he produced treble 
that amount, besides having only a third of the 
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animal qiiit*rent to pay. Though the alluvial 
lamdi here are not exceeded in fertility by any in 
the world, yet the forest-lands are inferior to those 
of America for. purposes of cultivati<»9 on account 
of our trees being all eTOi^eens and not enriching 
the soil by their deciduous leaves. 

In searching for a suitable grant, it is a great 
point to fix upon a place where the land round it 
is all so indifferent that no new settler is likely to 
place himself near you, for a considerable period 
at least, enabling you thus to hare a free run for 
your stock for miles without being encroached 
on; it being a good maxim to consid^ near 
neighbours as biid neighbours, in first settling. 
A horse, with canvas bags for changes of clothes, 
&c. slung over behind the saddle, with a blanket 
under to wrap yourself up in at night, and a 
light cord round the horse's neck to tether him 
by, furnish your personal equipment while upon 
this quest; and if pushing into a country at a 
distance from settlers, a pack-horse with provi- 
sions ought to accompany you. A steady white 
man who is a g^ood bush-ranger, and a black na- 
tive, complete your train. The note of the bell- 
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bird, tinkliDg like a dull sheep-bell, announces ill 
our drouthy wilds the welcome presence of water 
(a Tery useful thing to know) ; and toward this 
sound you may confidently proceed. 

The settlers are generally hospitably disposed^ 
and in these jaunts you are always welcome to 
such fare and such accommodation as they have it 
in their power to give. A tinder-box, or powder- 
flask, conjures up a fire when you bivouac in the 
forest; while a few slips of bark, peeled from a 
tree, shelter you from the cold and wet; — and 
with a good fire at your feet, and a tin of hot tea 
before retiring to rest, you may sleep comfortably 
enough. Your muskets will furnish you with 
birds of various kinds ; — and with a brace of good 
grayhounds you will never lack kangaroos and 
emus; so that your bush-faie is a true sports- 
man's feast. You meet with some adventures 
probably both to astonish and alarm you, but these 
mostly end in your amusement. If you should 
hear a coach-whip crack behind, you may instinc- 
tively start aside to let the mail pass ; but quickly 
find it is only our native coachman with his spread- 
out fan-tail and perked-up crest, whistling and 
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cracking out his whiplike notes as he hops sprucely 
from branch to branch* Neither must you be 
astonished on hearing the razor-grinder ply his 
vocation in the rery depths of our solitudes ; for 
here he is a flying instead of a walking animal, 
and consequently can very readily shift his station. 
On seating yourself comfortably by the fire of one 
of our backwoodsmen, your attention may proba- 
bly be arrested by a heavy foot-tread approaching 
the door, followed by the heavier souse of a load 
tossed down at the entrance ; and pricking up your 
ear at the observation of ** Good Lord ! what a 
whapper! where did you meet with that old fellow?* 
you hear a gruff grumbling voice reply, ** Why I 
had a tightish job on't wF the ould boy ; he took 
a good many thumps on the head before I could do 
for^unJ* Confounded at the meaning of this con- 
versation, you bend your eyes with anxious gaae 
toward the door, which slowly opening, a despe* 
rate-looking ruffian habited in a huge hairy cap 
and shaggy kang^oo-skin jacket, dappled thickly 
with blood, stalks solemnly across the floor casting 
a grunting sort of recognition to each person 
around, and while teasing out the tobacco-leaf to 
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charge bis pipe« relates with tho most cool viUa- 
nous indiffer^neo that he ba^ been fbrtonate enough 
to kill an old man as he came along, whose hind 
quarters he had just brought with him to make 
steaks of for supper! ending his horriUe recital 
with a significant glance at yout while drawling 
out through his hu^ky throaty ** It will be a treat to 
the gemman, as he is a new-comer !" You begin to 
fancy you have got into a den of cannibals, and 
that you are doomed^ join in their horrible repaat, 
or perhaps be broiled yourself ia event of refusal! 
To your great relief, however, the *' old man" 
turns out to possess the appendage of a taU, and 
is in fact no other than one of our old acquaint- 
ances, the kangaroos ! 

The rankness of the grassy sward is the best cri- 
terion to go by in making choice of land ; but as 
the grass is in some instances devoured by the 
caterpillars, you must be cautious how you decide 
on its being actually bad. The growth of the apple- 
tree is another favourable sign ; while the conveni- 
ences of fencing timber and an abundance of water 
will decide you in other respects. — Much good 
land is to be culled yet in the Argyle, Bathurst, and 
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HwDter'g River distriets, b j eaveful examinatioB ; 
9»A as your yiewa will jKitwraHj be directed rather 
toward the maiDtenwftee of stock than raisiiig cuUi- 
▼alable coaimoditieft^ jqxl nuit seoare, if possible^ 
a good gnsaiBg bact^nm behind your location. 

YoQ mast pay no attention to what the sel- 
tiers may tdl yon regarding the land about their 
fiurms; as, it being the interest of erery settler 
to keep others at a distance, the land within 
twenty miles is sure to be bad in his descriptioB* 
Wh^i in fact you hear a settler abusbg a tract of 
land as very had, you may generally suspect it to 
be very yood. If it is the inteiest of the merchttits 
to induce settlers to come to this country, their in- 
troduction is manifestly contrary to theinteiests of 
the old settlers ; because there must always be a 
certain demand for provisions by the government to 
supply the troops and convicts, and the fewer the 
producers of these provisions, the better price is 
consequently exacted, while in every new-comer the 
old settler sees an individual not only destined to 
rival him in the supply of the government wants, 
but curtail the keep of his flocks and herds into the 
bargain. Though the value of land in New South 
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Wales is increased by more dense population, yet 
this increased value bears no proportion to the loss 
the old settlers sustain in other respects. — Hence, 
in this colony, new-comers are looked upon by these 
with no Tery benignant eye, while the traders, on 
the contrary, are delighted by their arrival, viewing 
ia every new emigrant a prospective customer. 

The reverse is the case with the American old 
settlers ; because, whilst their property is increased 
in value by a denser population, there is no high 
government expenditure to create jealousy and ri- 
valry, and no land around fit to graze stock upoo, 
except what is cleared by family labour ; — they have 
therefore nothing to lose and much to gain by 
new settlers ** sqtiatting" near their locations. 
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LETTER XXVn. 

On makiD? up your mind to emigrate, it is 8 
^od rale to mark down in your memorandum-book 
every thing that strikes you as likely to be nsefnl 
tipon yonr farm, the instant it occurs to yonrrecol- 
lection, finally arranging all previous to completing 
your purchases ; and if you only carry a portion of 
these articles up with you on first settling upon your 
grant, follow the same practice again there, that you 
may be certain of having every needful article 
ultimately about you. It is astonishing what an- 
noyance and embarrassment the want of an appa* 
rently very trifling article will give. 

The markets of Sydney are so variable, that it 
would not be advisable for any one unacquainted 
with them to embark his capital outwards in a mer- 
cantile speculation. Depositing it with a substan-* 



161 L&TTBSS FAOM 

tial firm in London, and taking a bill for the same 
at a twelvemonth's date including interest, or n 
letter of credit for the amount upon a Sydney 
house would be the most prudent plan, because 
bills on England have for some years borne a pre- 
mium in the colony, and in the event of such being 
lost, their amount is still recoverable. Sovereigns 
are the next most advisable articles, and lastly dol- 
laia. Sovereigns have beeu worth lL29p6d. in 
New South Wales for some time bao^, while dol- 
lars may be purchased in London at 4$. and 4m* 2tf» 
and are passed in the colony at 4U. 44. by aet of 
parliament. It is contrary to the interest of emi* 
grants to carry out Britusb silver* because it passes 
for the same value in the colony as in Englaod, 
while on the contrary it is the inter^t of indivir- 
duals returning to England to bring such home 
with them as being the only species of coin they 
do not lose by on arrival, and in this way the 

British silver coinage will be gradually drained 
from the colony as well as by exportation on mer- 
cantile account. 

A harness cask made from an old beef-barrel, 
secured by a hinged cover, with staple and pad* 
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lock, for your salted meats ; a second, of the same 
kind, for your floor or wheat ; and three smaller 
ones for your tea, sogar, and tobacco, are yery nse- 
ful appendages ; as they not only secure the con- 
tents from rain, but also from the fingers of the 
pilferers who may be handing them about. 

Salt pork is preferred to beef on first settling, be- 
cause less of it being required in the ration, the ear^ 
riage is much easier : but if you take a herd of cattle 
up at once, it is as well to secure a few lean bullocks 
among them to be fatt^ied, killed, and salted as re- 
quired. You will find likewise four white-painted 
tarpaulings, to coyer your loaded carts and drays 
with, most beneficial. They are procured at Ed- 
ginton's, 244, Tooley Street, Borough, tmd cost 
21. 10s. apiece. Besides keeping the dray-load- 
ings dry, they may be conyerted into most excel- 
lent tents, by stretching them oyer ridge-poles, 
supported upon two forked posts, closing up one 
end of the tent by sheets' of bark, and coyering the 
whole with loose sheets of this also, to keep tiie 
tent cool within. The carts and drays should be 
broad-wheeled, as it is nOw pretty well preyed that 
broad- wheeled yehicles with heayy loads are easier 
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drawn than narrow-wheeled ones, their greater 
steadiness making amends for their additional 
weighty while their less-likelihood of bogging and 
catting up the soft ground renders their use in 
farm-labour far superior to the others. Plate-iron 
cut into proper breadths and nailed upon the 
wheels for tines, answers excellently upon our 
bush-roads ; and therefore, this description of ar- 
ticle forms a very good addition to your .catalogue. 
In buying bullocks, always see them previously 
at work in plough and cart; note down their 
names ; and observe how they are accustomed to 
be yoked, taking care to secure a good leader. A 
strong tether and a pair of strong fetters for their 
fore legs are essential, as the bullocks require to 
be tethered or fettered every night when let loose 
on the road, and even some considerable time after 
you are upon your farm, until they take a liking 
to the place, — the trouble occasioned by their 
straying being often excessive, while a week or so 
lost in their labour may frequently forfeit to you the 
chance of a crop for that year, — a most important 
consideration with all new settlers ; to whom the 
labour of the distant cartage is far more vexatious 
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and oppressive than the price of the articles carted. 
A black native upon the list of your establishment 
will be found well worthy of his hire, as he will not 
only supply you most abundantly with game, but 
recover readily for you your stray cattle, frmn 
their great acuteness in tracking. 

After housing your stores, the next great point 
IS, to put the plough in action, that you may get 
in whatever crop comes first in season, carrying up 
with you three fencers, if you can obtain them, to 
secure crops by a good four-rail fence, from the 
depredations of your stray cattle, one night's mis- 
chief from which will often destroy your whole 
twelvemonth's expectations. Wheat being sown 
firom February to May, and maize planted in Oc 
tober, November, and December, you are there- 
fore always ready for one or the other ; while two 
plantings of potatoes in the year insure two root- 
crops annually also. A good stock-yard and grazing- 
paddock for your working bullocks, should follow 
as speedily as possible, and might in some cases 
beneficially take precedence. 

Fencing land is performed by free labourers, at 
3f . 6d. per rod of twelve feet for four-rail fences. 
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with butted posts two feet in the ground {—^he 
principal part of these payments being, however, 
made by you in the shape of provisions, clothes, 
and spirits, from whi6h you have a profit of at 
least thirty per cent. You are allowed by act of 
council to pay part of your servants' wages in 
spirits, because spirits were found to be the best 
stimulus to call forth their exertions^ the greater 
portion of them formerly working like slaves till 
they secured a sufficiency of dollars for a good 
debauch, then retiring to the nearest public-house 
to enjoy it. In this way they would often have to 
ramble a distance of thirty miles or more, and 
idle away a great portion of time, to their own 
detriment as well as that of their employer. Tile 
settler now supplying this desideratum, they will 
occasionally take to a fit of hard drinking for a few 
days, when their wages will admit, but the debaueh 
being committed on the spot, no time is lost in 
travelling to enjoy it, and the profit goes into the 
pocket of the settler instead of into that of the 
publican. 

The fi^ncing a portion of ground for a garden 
and orchfl]*d, and the erecting a suitable house. 
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require ^arly i^ttention. All kinds of garden-seed 
should be takea out from England, as well lut 
peach, nectarine, apricot, and cherry stones^ and 
apple and pear pips, for the raising of seedlings. 
Procure also as many as possible of these in the 
colony, to plant in the nursery portion of the gar- 
den, to be afterwards transpl^ted into your orchard 
or field-rows ; as, although the trees raised from 
seed will generally produce very inferior fruit» yet 
this fruit is quite good enough for pies and pud- 
dings, while a few good species to propagate by 
grafting, may always be selected from among the 
differait yarieties. Vines are abundant in the 
colony, and some thirty or forty slipa from them, 
with a few dozen grafted trees introduced into 
your garden from the nursery-grounds of the co- 
lony, will in a few years insure you a very fair 
crop of fruit ; but indeed our peach-trees, raised 
from the stone, will produce fruit in from three to 
four years generally at the most. Melons and 
pumpkins are most productive in this climate; 
therefore as the first constitutes a most refreshing 
luxury in hot weather, and the latter an excel- 
leskt substkute for apples in puddings and pies, aa 

VOL. II. H 
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iMsre 0f ground oaonotle better disposodCof tbao 
IB growing dieiii.-*rHoiues im^ tke first establinb^ 
iii6nt are adi^ foniMd of wattle and plasler^ er of 
Sfl&t timber and plaBtet,— rtibe roof bding composed 
of sheets of bark, or thatdbed with blady gra^s^ 
which provea by far tiie ^soolest roof in hot weather 
aa(d the warmeft in^ld w^adicr^ Aatch being smA 
a bad ecmdactor of heat. The. great objeolkmie 
its' use arises from its sasceptibiKty to take fire. 

Houses are sometioMs built^ too, of layeirs of turf 
and stones^ where timber is scarce. In the split* 
timber houses, a frame is first put up with a groove 
in the upper and lower wall-plates, to slide the «|^ 
timber into, after being tarimmedby the axe, the width 
of a plank being chipped out at die comer of the 
outer portion of the groore of the lower waU-pli^» 
to admit the iirtroduetioB of the last timber, which 
is then securely nailed in;^ — and by ihisiteaosa 
wooden house may be put up without hasring more 
than a djzen nails in its composition. The split 
timbers are put in quite rough, and chipped alto¥er 
with the axe to insure adhesion of the coat of plas- 
ter. This plaster is composed of alhiYial soil, mixed 
with a portion of cow-dung to preyent it frcmi craok- 
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tag, and^th clnifqped gsaftstoteiiaUeitioadliare,tiie 
omt bekq^ ffot on .-with a l]gfalt.^pade and maoBABd 
mrer with a plasterer^ trowd. It is tmi javtr in> 
aationaUj afterwards witk iiie trowel to £U: ki the 
cracks ; and on being quite dry, whitewadied witii 
liiae, plaster lofParist or apple-tiee ashes aad sonr 
nuUL,-*-the latter foianiiig a tderable substitaie 
for Ikne as wl^ewash. I liave known Utte frame 
of a house of this description, twenty-rfbur feet long 
by tweWe broad, wkb a back-skilUng, or lea»*to, 
of the same length seven feet wideattached to it» 
pat up for thir smaH smn of 6/. exclusiTe of {das« 
teiing. The hoase.was thatched, had a chiinn^t 
and was divided ittto.foureompartments ; and with 
the additbaal plastering, whitewashing, and.fit*- 
ting of doors tind windows* I :do not think ex- 
ceeded twenty pounds. The flocnw are laid with 
weU-wfoul^t hard soil, mixed with sand ; shelves 
formed of bark for your varions utensils,. and. a loft 
constructed t>f the.«ame fior. stowage. ^ veranda 
tends materially to:thei}oohiess of the hdintation^hy 
sheltering the waUs.firom the sun; while a lig^ 
low fence of split wood carried sound it, with a 
hack and firontgate^ secures. it against the iatni^ 
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sions of dogs, pigs, &c. and enables you to leave 
milk-dishes to air and cool under the shade of the 
veranda, without molestation. The dairy ought 
always to be secured, too, by a fence of the same 
materials. 

Land is cleared of timber here, and made fit for 
the plough, by the government gangs of convicts* 
at the prospective rate of five bushels of wheat 
per acre, upon open forest-land, and seven bushels 
iq)on brui^hrland. When the soil is thinly tim- 
bered, the best method of clearing, if you wish it 
done quickly, is to g^b these trees out at <moe, 
sawing them up into lengths, lopping the branches, 
and burning all off when suflSciently dry. The 
more usual method, however, is to chop a raw of 
trees fully half through, then fell a heavy one at 
ihe end of the row, so that it may fall against 
the second, which snapping at the cheeped part 
of the stem, falls in like manner against the 
third, and so on until the whole row of trees is 
beaten to the ground in the same way as we see 
children upset a pack of cards placed on edge. 
X)ne third of the felling labour is saved by this 
process, when it can be carried into effect, which 
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however is but seldom the case in our forests^ the 

trees being at too great distances. The tree when 

felled is lopped and sawed into lengths ; and on 

all being deemed sufficiently dry to bum off» the 

stump is bared to some distance and depth around, 

a good fire made about it (on which the logs and 

branches are piled), and the stump, trunk, and 

branches, destroyed together. In stumping land, 

where the trunks and branches have been already 

destroyed, dry wood is piled over the stump, which 

being covered with turf and mould, (leaving a hole 

at top and bdttom for the draught of air to pass 

tiirough,) is set fire to, and the stump thus burnt 

out as if in a limekiln. If the settler clears the 

land with his own men, and is in no great hurry, 

the cheapest way is to girdle all the trees right 

tiirough the sapwood, and let them stand for three 

years, when they will bum like tinder. All that 

is afterwards required, is to dig round and lay bare 

the stump, make a good log and branch fire around 

it, and during the first good dry windy day light 

all your fires, keeping men employed in trimming 

them, until the tree is burnt through and tumbles 

down. — ^The branches are smashed to atoms in the 
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consequent deprivation of their yitaUty^ as We 
perceive to happen in all animal and vegetable 
bodies when the thawing process is not slowly 
conducted. — I have seen gooseberries in bloom 
in the American woods full three weeks before 
observing them in the open fields; but to my 
viewt this higher temperature of the foresta 
partly arises from beat being given out by trees 
during their vegetative circulation ; for as we see 
almost invariably either heat or cold produced du- 
ring all chemical combinations, may we not pre- 
sume that something of the same kind takes place 
during the chemical combinations going on in the 
vegetable circulation too ? In fencing the fields^ 
it is a material point to have them laid out in re-^ 
gular squares, and in such sizes as may both ren- 
der them easier ploughed and fit them better for 
pasturage and cultivation. The attention of the 
colony is beginning to be directed toward the 
prickly acacia for hedges, the hawthorn being very 
jBoft in the spikes here, and not so well adapted for 
hedges on this account as in England : but while 
fencing timber is abundant, no other method of en- 
closure will be adopted, the hardness and durability 
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of our timbers enaUing a wooden fence to lasit foi: 
thirty or forty years without any very material re- 
pairs being required, if the feet of the posts be 
charred before imbedding them in the ground. — 
Hedges require protection from the cattle for some 
years after being planted, besides constant attention 
in weeding and trimming for many years more, 
so that the open rail-fence is on this account, as 
well as from admitting a free circulation of air over 
the fields, the best of all fences for warm latitudes 
like ours. From the chilling winter blasts of cold 
climates shelter is required for both vegetation and 
stock ; but in warmer latitudes every thing which 
checks the passage of the cooling currents over the 
ground does harm ; for by stagnating the air, the 
sun's rays are enabled to exert a more poweitcll 
influence, and thus bum up the pasture* 

The only species of shelter required in latitudes 
like ours, is shelter from the noon-day heats for our 
grazing stock, by means of clumps of thick-foliaged 
trees scattered over the enclosures* Clumps of 
trees, therefore, to aflbrd this shelter to the cattle, 
as well as ponds of water for thein to drink from, 
are requisites in every field, as soon as time will 
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idmit tfa^^ eonitrvetkin. The besfmetliftd b^ to 
ftBtround ^toh field with a diallow ditd^ of t^nt . 
9me foot deep and two feet and a half teoad; tM 
whole of 1^ ditches communieating' with each 
other^ and ienmnating here and there» as required, 
iti ponds scooped out at a corner where foat Adds 
meet, #oi^ered mtix a baric-shed^ and planted round 
with trees to protest the water from eYaporatioii. 
The pond might open into each field bj a slip-rail 
entrance, so that whenever a field was* under pas- 
ture, the r^s mi^t be taken down to admit #le 
cattle, while patches at other corners being |4antidd 
with ihick'foliaged trees, to afford shade during 
ihe heats, these patches might in Uke manner 
communicate with the fields by means of slip* 
rail entrances. The ditch surrounding the field 
would not only drain the water off, but prevent 
our rapid^spreading summer fires from extending 
their ravages thereto, — a point of no trifling im- 
]port in an arid country like this, where the grass 
Mazes with such rapidity that it is often an ex- 
tremely difficult matter to save our fields of ripened 
grain from its fury. 

In the selection of agricultural instruments, much 
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of their utility oleowi^ depM^s upon tlieir scientific 
construction : but I eould never hsiye befieved that 
this existed to so great an eixtmit in ploughs, had I 
not personalljLwitnessed an experiment made by two 
of my friends in the* yieiflity of London. — ^The field 
e^qperimented on had been some years under grass, 
And was pret^ tou^ and stiff to turn up, winle 
ilba force required to urge each plough through 
the ground was measured by a q>ruig steelyard 
fixed between the wipple-trees and the plough^ the 
furrow being five inches and a half deep and mne 
inches tebad. At the conclusion of the experi- 
ment, it was found that the common Middlesex 
{dough required an average force of five cwt. to 
ui^ it onwafds ; Wilkie's plou^, four cwt. ; and 
the ssaxne descriptioo of pSough, with a wheel to 
take off the friction upon the heel smd side-plates, 
only three cwt. ; the latter thui requiring little 
more than hatf the power of the former to perfonn 
its labour, arising solely from its more sdentiflp 
construction; for the weights of the whole duf«e 
differed very little, while the construction of the 
two last only vwied in the latter havi^c a wheel. 
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thus reducing the power required to moYe it ode 
full cwt. by this simple addition alone« 

Again : — ^in yoking horses, abreast or lengthwise, 
it was found that two horses abreast were nearly 
equal in power to three yoked lengthwise, owing 
to the resistance of the body to be moved increasing- 
with the distance of the moving power therefrom, 
of which any person may speedily satisfy himself 
by tying a long string to a stone, when the more 
he increases the length of the pulley, the more 
difficulty will be find in dragging along the stone* 
Two horses abreast, also, not only act with more 
effective combined force than when yoked length* 
wisei but the plough offers less resistapce^ from 
the axis of draught being in a more direct line ; 
while the whole force required to drag the plough 
put at the endings, and turn it into the other 
furrow falling upon the horse nearest it, in drag- 
ging lengthwise, one will be covered with a heavy 
perspiration, while the others are not at all dis- 
tressed. In a farm requiring four ploughs, by 
yoking the horses abreast instead of lengthwise, 
and using ploughs constructed upon scientific 
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principles, four horses might thus be dispensed 
with : and as, by Middleton's account of Middle- 
sex, it appears that each horse in that county costs 
annually 50/* to the farmer, a sum of 200/. per 
amium would thus be saved on each four-plough 
£Eurm, besides the wages of four plough-drivers, — 
which would maintain tolerably well his whole 
family during that p^iod. 

In breaking up new land, it is advisable (when 
time admits) to trench-plough it over first to the 
depth of fourteen inches, the plough going twice in 
the same place, by which means you not only se« 
cure a reservoir for the rain and dews to collect in, 
for the supplying of moisture to the plants during 
the summer droughts, and a deep bed for their 
roots to spread through, but you bury deeply all 
the surface weeds and seeds^ and benefit your land 
for years, A well-constructed scuffler, too, is of 
immense assistance on any farm, but particularly 
where the saving of human labour is of such para- 
mount importance as in New South Wales. The 
best-constructed specimen I have seen is in pos« 
session of a friend near London, from'whose model 
I have had one made« It is of a triangular shape 
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with a small whed at each angle^ made to slide op 
and down, so as to admit the scufflers goings to amy 
depth that is wished, nine ducfs fnt being fixed 
ia at proper distances, which can be taken out 
and replaced by a set of coulters to chop up the 
ne^'rly broken land which the dMck'sfeet could, not 
readily wprk their w^y through. One turn of this 
scuflQer goes over as much land s^ six plon^i- 
turus, beiiides pulverizing the ground fully three 
tildes better than a second ploughing oould ; while 
the soil which has already been muellowed by expo- 
sure to the sun and air, is not buried as by the se- 
cond ploughing, but merely stirred, and thus left 
upon the surface for the seed to germinate in ; nor 
is the moist soil beneath turned up to the air» to be 
drained of its moisture, by the scu£9er, — a msin 
consideration in a dry climate like ours, where 
moisture is too great a treasure to be heedlesaly 
wasted. When new land is broken up, and you 
are in haste to pulverize and sow it^ if you plough 
it across, the grassy soil is all cut up into square 
clods, which in dry weather become as hard as 
baked bricks, and defy the teeth of the harrow ; 
while if you plough again th^ same way as at first. 
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aldiotigh pidvmettkm is fiomawhat better accom- 
pUlhed, yet it is still iipmensdy defective ; but 
witibi the SQijilSer inii aloi^ it lengthwise it is sliced 
completely up by the coulters, and crossing it agaip 
with the same, you put it in such a state that die 
hwrrow will effectually complete the object. Twice 
going oyer with the scuffler will thus be accomplish- 
ed in one-third pf the tiqie required for a single 
ploughing, besides brealUng the land up in such a 
manner that there can be no comparison between 
the two systems. — ^The roller is another English 
implement, the more extensive use of which will 
prove of vast searvice in effecting a speedy and per- 
fect pulverization of the spil, being in fact indis- 
pensable in all stiff lands when laying them down 
in grass, as in comparison to the fineness of the 
seed sown, so must the fineness of the pulveriza- 
tion be. By passing the roller also over newly- 
ploughed land, as is done in Middlesex, the harrows 
are afterwards enabled to shake the soil into pow- 
der with greater ease. 

Mowing of the crops is the best course of pro- 
ceeding, generally speaking, in our colony, where 
a sufficiency of harvest hands cannot be commanded 
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as in England. With a bow at the end of a scythe- 
handle covered with canvas, the crop may be laic) 
over in even swathes ; cutting toward the standing 
com when you wish to bind it in sheaves, (as this 
admits of more easy accomplishment when thus 
supported against the growing grain,) and cut- 
ting again away from the standing com when you 
wish to fork it loose upon the cart and ted it in 
ricks like hay. A horse or bullock is made use of 
for this purpose at home, which is led about the 
top of the rick by a halter, and on finishing is eased 
down upon the ground by means of a few cart-loads 
of com shot up against the rick. The grain can be 
thrashed by the flail as readily in this loose state 
as when bound up, as also by the thrashing'^ma- 
chine without the rollers. 

White clover flourishing particularly well in 
this climate, and being so much relished by pigs» 
geese, &c., it is of some consequence to pro^ 
pagate it as speedily as possible ; and as it spreads 
rapidly wherever it takes root, a patch put in 
here and there among the native pasture, by 
means of a rake where the sward is burnt off, 
would gradually effect the object without other 
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cultivation. Cultivation of clover, to mix in layeri 
with your straw, tee, after being newly mown, (so 
that the straw may imbibe a portion of its flavour 
and juices,) will be found of great importance to 
the milking and fattening stock during the winter 
frosts and summer droughts, when hay is not at^ 
tended to ; — and as the straw for some time after 
settiing is usually burnt off to be got rid of, it may 
thus be converted into an agreeable and nutritious 
article of food by very trifling labour. All your out- 
houses, and your stack-yard also, ought to be sur- 
rounded by bare paths, to prevent the summer fires 
from reaching them ; and as saving of land is no 
great object at the outset, it would be well to place 
your stacks at a distance from each other, in aline 
fronting the most prevailing wind, so that if one 
chanced to take fire the rest would run little risk 
of catching the flames. 

In prosecuting tiiese primary improvements 
upon your farm, it must never be forgotten that 
the paramount consideration with all new settlers 
is to expend no capital upon any object, except 
such as will bring you a return. Capital expend- 
ed in building, clearing of land, fencing, and 
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tke Iike» where such are not ymmnglj HM&ifced^' i$ 
oompletely lost to you far a time at hmt; but Igr 
expending it in stock, which will make yon a sp o ei ^y 
return of from twenty to thirty per cent, yon ase 
soon enabled to carry on such improTemeats out ef 
your income, while iucteasing your capital abou 

Certainly the annoyances and disappoiutoMitB 
experienced on first settling are often v«r j gfieiKt ; 
— Hiuch indeed as may frequently induioe (the it^ 
spending noviciate, in a fretful moment, toi hunent 
the hour in which he became a tiller of .our 
untamed soils; — ^but twelve months of patient 
endurance free you from all your troubles, irhw 
coupled with a moderate share of exertion nA 
something to commence with. An emigcant anat 
not be induced to leave his native country far the 
sake of beholding fine prospects or novd soaneiT, 
but must be actuated solely by a wish to litter \i» 
condition in life, and lay the foundation of a^com- 
fortable independence for his children. He muat 
not draw comparisons between the English soil aad 
scenery, and those of this country; because be 
should consider that while he views the latter in 
the rude unadorned state of nature, he contend- 
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plates the former arrayed in all the artificial em- 
bellishmentSy and enriched with all the artificial 
means, which taste or industry can infuse into them. 
He must consider what England has been, and 
comparing her with what she is, contrast her 
former barren wilds with the same land now con- 
Terted by cultiyatmi into fertile landscapes; a con- 
trast, the means of forming which are afforded by 
Ike relathre state of Hounslow Heath ten years 
back and at present. 

It is he who has seen^ and is * thus able to cooh- 
pare, the natmral scenery oi Australia witk that 
still existing in other new eoontries, liko Ameitea> 
who can jusdy judge of the relatisna^ beauty oi 
tmn ; and in this particular certainly Australia^&r 
exceeds any other new country- I hare hitherto 
behdd ;->^he low woody monotonous outline of the 
North Amerioan coast, making . but a dingy com- 
parison with the bold lively scenery displayed here. 
Can I, in fact, say more in favour of my ad<q>ted 
cxmntry, than, that the legal interest of money 
therein is ten per centT^^proving plainly how pro- 
fitably cash may be employed here, since so high 
an interest is willingly paid for the loan of it. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

Convict servants are now assigned on applica-f 
tion being made for them in a printed form to th6 
land board, stating the particular description of 
servant you want, the number of other conyicts 
you employ, what land you have in cultiTa-* 
tion, &c. — a preference being always given to the 
new settler, to enable him to proceed with his in* 
fant establishment. You cannot now, as formerly^ 
apply for any particular individual ; a system lia- 
ble to great abuse, inasmuch as it enabled culprits 
who had friends here to enjoy again the company 
of those old associates from whom they had long 
been separated, and who might be now swelling about 
as " gentlemen commoners " in the colony ; hereby 
defeating entirely the object of transportation, in 
making the convicted felon often much better off 
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than before convictioii, and giving him means to 
strut about and ape all the airs of a man of 
fashion. 

The convict-servants are accommodated upon 
the farms in huts walled round and roofed with 
bark, or built of split wood and plaster, with 
thatched roofs. About four of them generally 
sleep and mess in each hut, drawing their provi- 
sions every Saturday, and being generally allowed 
the afternoon of that day whereupon to wash their 
clothes and grind their wheat. Their usual allow- 
ance I have already stated to be a peck of wheat ; 
seven pounds of beef, or four and a half of pork ; 
two ounces of tea ; two ounces of tobacco ; and a 
pound of sugar, — ^weekly ; the majority of settlers 
permitting them to raise vegetables in little gar- 
dens allotted for their use, or supplying them oc- 
casionally from their own gardens. Wages are 
only allowed at the option of the master ; but you 
are obliged to supply them with two full suits of 
clothes annually ; and you also furnish a bed-tick, 
(to be stuffed with gprass,) and a blanket, to each 
person, besides a tin-pot and knife ; as also an iron 
pot and frying-pan to each mess. The tea, sugar. 
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and tobacco, are coHfiidered bamtses for good immi- 
duct, and withheld in default theneof. 

To get work done, you must feed well ; and 
when the rations are ultimately raised upon your 
own farm, you never give their expense a mo^ 
mint's consideration. The farm-men usually bake 
their flour into flat cakes, which they call damperg^ 
and cook these in the ashes, cutting their salted 
meats into thin slices^ and boiling them in the iron 
pot or frying-pan, by which means the salt is in a 
great measure extracted. If tea and sugar ^re 
not supplied, milk is allowed as a substitute, tea 
or milk forming the beverage to every meaL 
Though not living so comfortably as when every 
thing is codced and put down before them, yet it 
is mote after their own mind, while the operations 
of preparing their meals amuse their leisure hours 
aad give a greater ssest to the enjoyment of those 
repasts. When the labour of the day is over, 
with enlivening oMt-chat, singing, and smoking, 
they chase away ennui, and make the evenipg 
hours jog merrily by. Indeed, without the aid 
of that magic cJEUre-killer, the pipe, I bdieve &e 
greater portion of our ^^ pressed mea^' would 
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^* take the bush " ki a week after their arvital in 
our ^litudes, before time had attuned their minds 
to rural prospects and industrious pursuits. 

Convicts^ when first assigned^ if long habituated 
to a life of idleness and disnpatioiiy commonly soon 
become restless and dissatisfied ; and if fiuling to 
provoke 70^ to return them into the government 
employ wherein tiiey may again be enabled to idie 
away their time m the joyous companionship of 
their old associates, will run off for head-quarters, 
regardless of the flogging that awaits th^n on 
bemg taken or on giving themselves up, — the idle 
ramble they have had fully compensating them for 
the tweiity-flve or fifty lasbeo they may reoeire, in 
case they should not be admitted among the list at 
head-quarters. Mmiy, too, start off for want of 
something for tiieir fingers to pick at, — the leader 
of one batch of mnaways from a friend of mine 
exclaiming to those he left behind, on bidding 
them adieu, ** Why I may as well be dead and 
buried in earnest, as buried alive in thb here place, 
where a fellow has not even a chance T — ^The chance 
hope wished for, not being Hie chance of betteruig 
his condition by good conduct, but by emptying 
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the full pocket of some luckless wight ! If they 
can be coaxed or compelled to stop, however, for 
a twelvemonth or so, the greater portion even of 
the worst generally turn out very fair and often 
very good servants ; cockneys becoming able plough- 
men, and weavers, barbers, and such-like soft* 
fingered gentry, being metamorphosed into good 
fencers, herdsmen, and shepherds ; a little urging 
and encouragement on the part of the master^ and 
perseverance in enforcing his authority, generally 
sufficing. 

The convict-servants commence labour at sun- 
rise, and leave off at sunset, being allowed an hour 
for breakfast and an hour or more for dinner. It 
is long before you can accustom the greater portion 
to steady labour, the best of them usually working 
hard by fits and starts, then lying down for an 
hour or two, and up and at it again. To get your 
work readily and quietly done, the best method 
is certainly to task them, and allow them to get 
through it as they please ; but as it is an object to 
accustom them to regular industry, it will even* 
tually serve your purpose better, and benefit them 
more, to keep them at constant work. Even some 
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of the free-men who have served their time are 
perpetually skipping about, seldom remaining long 
in one situation. 

The great body, however, of the convicts turn out, 
as I have said, to be good servants, and you will 
exact as much labour from them in general as from 
free labourers in England. The recent admirable! 
regulations of the present government to benefit 
both the convicts and their employers, (particulariy 
the . institution of the defaulters* gang, in which 
the fugitives from the settlers are to be kept at 
hard labour and spare diet,) will prevent all future 
elopements with a view to fatten in the service of 
government as heretofore, and prevent the infliction 
of much corporal punishment besides. — By seclu- 
sion in the country, and keeping their bodies and 
minds in a healthy state through wholesome food 
and wholesome labour, their old thievish habits 
gradually wear off. The chief incitement to theft 
is, the vicinity of a receiver for the plunder ; but 
in the neighbourhood of our new settlements we 
possess none such: while, for what /nirpo^e- should 
they thieve, since they have food and clothing suffi- 
cient to satisfy all their longings oa that soore^ and 

VOL. II. I 
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drink is at too great a distance to admit any hope 
of indulgence thereu, except what may be bestowed 
by the master for some special instance of good 
conduct* 

We constantly see convict-seryants trusted to 
bring home, from distances of seventy or eighty 
miles, cart-loads of valuable property, for which 
they generally account as strictly as the most honest 
in England ; while others, again, have chai^ of 
houses containiug property to a great amount, and 
faithfully perform their duty thereby. I do not 
mean to say but that a large portion of these 
would gladly steal what they are intrusted with^ 
if they could do so without detection ; but the fear 
of this, — the fear of losing a good situation,— ^md 
the dread of the punishment that is pretty sure to 
follow, makes them keep their fingers straight until 
freed from the irksome and unusual position they 
are placed in of superintending what they dare 
not and probably care not to steal. Some, disgusted 
with restraint and steady labour, will occasionally 
take to the woods, and subsist by plundering the 
settlers around, with whose convict-servants they 
are frequently leagued. This method of robbery 
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ift denominated ^^ bush-ranging;" it has been a 
si9vei9 icourge to Van . Dieman's Land, and was 
fasi becoming so here likewise, till the arrival o^ 
our present able governor and the energetic mea- 
sures which he pursued quickly checked, tod will 
no douht finally put a stop to it. It was during 
the administration of our late governor, that the 
system of bush-ranging arrived at something like 
perfection i for, deeming it better to entice alt 
runaways to return to service by holding out a 
pardon for their misdeeds, than undergo the trouble 
of hunting them down; and denning, too, the 
funishmetU of removing the desperate offenders 
convicted of robberies and such-Uke to the *' live 
well and do little " penal station of Port Macifuarie 
preferable to hanging or flogging them,-^«umbers 
of individuals were soon found wise enough to 
compound matters on these easy terms. Hius 
they enjoyed a life of idle riotous indulgence) 
on account at the little or no exertion used to ap- 
prehend them, and took the benefit of the first 
" act of grace," if tired of living by robbery. 
• They knew that the worst which awaited them, on 
conviction before the criminal court, (of any crime 
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short of murder or rape,) was simply, a removal to 
Port Macquarie: while if. their offence was but 
trivial, they would be taken before a magiitraie, 
and receive a good flogging, in addition to such 
removal. The active measures now in force are 
calculated effectually to check these wholesale de- 
predations ; while the hints that may be gle€aied 
from the destruction and capture of the Van Die- 
man's Land banditti, and those who lately infested 
New South Wales, may be usefully applied. 

In Van Dieman's Land, the gang was thinned 
by the chief magistrate there hiring two daring 
fellows of the class of convicts, on promise of free 
pardon and other rewards, to join the gang^ par- 
ticipate in all their marauding exploits, and knock 
every one of them on the head whom they could 
so dispose of without risking detection. Through 
this plan, the worst were quickly weeded out, and 
the gang eventually captured by the informations 
given against them. In New South Wales, again, 
one of the banditti was admitted king's evidence, 
by which means the greater portion of the fruits of 
their robberies was recovered, and a number of the 
receivers convicted. This plan being followed up. 
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receivers will in future be shy of purchasing such 
things^ seeing the very robbers they purchased 
them of may betray them, to save their own necks. 
' These freebooters often behave with great wan- 
tonness and barbarity in the perpetration of their 
robberies ; while, on the other hand, some of them 
have shown, when marauding over the colony, 
a degree of chivalrous feeling worthy 'the. best 
days of Captain Hinde. A gang of four,, who had 
long infested the settlement of Hunter's River,' 
and robbed indiscriminately every other settler 
around, never molested the premises of a friend of 
mine, on account of his having come out as pas- 
senger in the ship in which one of them was a con- 
vict,— into whose good- will this gentleman had so 
' far unawares ingratiated himself, that his unknown 
friend det^lared he would forsake the g^g if Mr. 
G.'s house were assailed. The captain of the gang 
last broken up in the county of Cumberland would 
take his station among the ladies who might be in 
the house, and remain in their company while it was 
ransacked by his party, soothing their fears, on 
first entering, by assuring them that not an tm- 
proper word should be uttered, or the slightest 
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rioleoce offered to their persons by any individual 
under his command; and he invariably kept his 
promise. This Don Rolando was quite a literary 
eharact^ besides, never failing to rummage the 
library, and select what works pleased him best ; 
and when reminded once of the inutility of carryinrg 
off Scott and Byron, seeing nobody dared buy them 
of him, '* Oh !" said the romantic hero, ** books 
are very instructive, and very amusing, too, in the 
bush when we have nothing to do;^ and he forth- 
with bore off his literary gems. 

The vanity of being talked of, I verily beKeve^ 
leads many foolish fellows to join in this kind of 
life, — songs being often made about their exploits 
by their sympathizing brethren ; while the fame^ 
such as it is, which they acquire, is enough to 
mdce many restless spirits who long aftet* any spe- 
cies of imnwrtcdity, venture considerable lengths 
to obtain it. It is the boast of most of them, that 
their names will live in the remembrance of the 
colony long after their exit from among us to some 
penal settlement, either in this world or the next ; 
Baley, the captain of the Hunter^s River banditti, 
vaunting that he should be long spoken of < whatever 
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his fate might be), in fear by his enemies, and in 
admiration by his friends ! . 

The colony had not been long settled, before it 
was discovered that China was but a tolerable walk 
from it; and many pedestrian attempts have been 
actually made to reach the dominions of the ** bror 
ther ta the sun and moon ;" numbers of these pedes* 
trians having succeeded (the others plainly see) in 
the attempt, — never having &66/i since heard of I . 

Th^ first party that essayed this undertaking 
consisted of twenty persons, who .set out on the 
journey in August, 1791 ; but through want of iiign* 
ppsts, or some other essential, on the way, they 
became bewildered .in .the woods, and retomed to 
the settlement so squalid and lean^ that the very 
crows would have declined the proffer of their car- 
cases. Many exploring parties have set out since 
oa the same errand ; but only one individind ham 
been hitherto known to have positively reached 
China through means of a foot-path, and this 
*' happy ha" was an adventurous Hibernian* . 

Paddy stated off boldly on his holiday excur? 
sion alone, with a bag of boiled beef dung over bis 
shoulder, a bag of biscuit dangling at bis bdt, and 
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a paper of sugar snugly stored up in the crown of 
his hat, to sweeten the tea he meant to pull off the 
bushes as he jogged along over the China borders ; 
and after three hard weeks of toilsome^ trudging'' 
oyer rugged hills, along more rugged valleys; ana 
through brushes which would have put a pig to a 
nonplus, Paddy was at length startled from a phi- 
losophical reverie by the cheering crow of a cock 
in the distance; — with shouts of ''China for 
ever!" he hobbled onwards, eager to feast his 
longing eyes i^th the beauties of a Chinese land- 
scape, and hungry enough to feast even on a raw 
Chinaman himself— Lent-time though it was. 

At length a patch of the long-sighed-for country 
burst upon his view, consisting of a few cultivated 
enclosures, a snug garden, and a trim-built cottage 
spouting up its column of curling smoke in the 
centre of the scene. To observe, however, the 
very cottage and every surrounding object bear a 
close resemblance to similar ones in the' country 
he had left, gave a new fillip to, }iis joy, which was 
screwed up to a still higher key on perceiving a 
gentleman in the garden dressed in European cos- 
tume ! but he was ready to skim over the five-foot 
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fence between them, like a swallow> on recogni- 
sing under the broad brim of the beaver the 
friendly face of Colonel Johnstone, conunanding 
\ the New South Wales corps, whom he had left in 
the colony at his departure, but who had thus ar- 
rived by some nearer cut in China before him. 
Paddy, eager for the first congratulation, craned 
out his neck over the garden-fence,. and squeaked 
as loud as his hoarse hollow voice would admit, 
** Arrah ! long life to you, colonel ! and what has 
brought your honour to China all lihe way?' The 
colonel, startled at this novel salutation, came to a 
speedy eclaircissement with the peripatetic, who 
to his sorrow now found that, ii|stead of keeping 
straight on upon the high road to China, he bad 
made some unfortunate ** right about face^ on the 
route, whereby he had been brought back within 
a few miles of the place whence he started ! 

Many attempts have been made, also, at various 
times, to reach Timor in the same way, and within 
these few years Ireland itself has been aimed at ; 
but no foot-passengers, I believe (I like to be cau- 
tious), have a>s yet arrived there from this colony. 
I wondered, at first, that none had hitherto yen- 
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tared toward the East Indies on foot,, till I found 
they reasoned very justly, on this point, that, as 
the East Indies must lie to the east, in whicli di- 
rection the colony is bounded by the sea; they 
knew they could proceed thither only in a Vessel ^ 
but the names of the other countries not indicating 
their position, they had hopes of the reports being 
true of their joining the colony. 

Toward Chma and Timor theytravel sometimes 
south, and sometimes west; but toward Ireland they 
aJwajs trarel southerly ^ knowing that as Irelai^ is 
a colder country than New South Wales, and th^t 
the cold winds blow here from the south, there- 
fore Ireland mu$t lie in that direction. It was 
an Irishman accompanying Governor Macquarie 
on his interior tour in 1821 who first ascertained 
the proximity of Ireland, by detecting the blue 
mountains of Connaught in the distance beyond 
a river of red water which put a stop to their 
journey. Several large parties instantly set off 
on foot for the joyful country ; the whole of whom 
were either taken, or returned on losing their 
way, or on thdr provisions becoming scanty. The 
buoyant spirits of " the boys" were knocked under 
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for a time by these mishaps, till a ^Upfrom the sod 
in the service of one of our literary traders, who had 
enlightened his understanding by stolen glimpses 
into his master's library, again roused them from 
their torpor by Tolunteering to be their guid^. 
This he was well able to do in consequence of 
having acquired a thorough knowledge of naviga- 
tion by the occasicmal perusal of a stray Norrie, 
(hat was buffeted about his master's counter ; so, 
cunningly tearing out the print of the compass on 
its front page,; to steer by, he set out to eondilct 
his party to Ireland ; but with all his learning, 
this attempt proved quite as unsuccessful as the 
former, the paper compass losing, somehow or 
other, ita magnetic properties on the route. 

The most sensible of any land-journey that has 
been yet taken was one headed by a seaman who 
west out with me in 1819. Gretting a party to 
accompany him, he secured arms and ammu- 
nition, working-tools, cattle, and every thing re- 
quisite to form a settlement in the interior, whioh 
he had projected; and his party proceeded on- 
ward over the Blue mountains, till, losing then- 
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sdves among the ranges, they were captured by a 
troop of soldiers and natives sent in pursuit. 

Attempts to cut out vessels and escape in them 
have likewise at different times been made ; seve- 
ral of these attempts being successful in the' first 
instance, but generally terminating fatally to the 
individuals concerned. 

The first vessel cut out in this way was the brig 
Harrington, in 1803, by a party of convicts under 
the direction of a fellow named Stewart, formerly a 
lieutenant in the navy. Stewart had been long 
watching an opportunity of the kind, but was too 
cautious to admit others into the secret, sounding, 
nevertheless, meanwhile, such as he thought would 
meet his views, and arranging matters in his own 
mind. The Harrington, loaded with a valuable 
cargo, and filled with provisions and water for a 
long voyage, lying at anchor in Cockle Bay with 
a fine wind blowing right down the harbour, at 
last presented the opportunity he longed for ; so, 
summoning separately the individuals he relied on 
to join him at a certain point, at a certain -hour, 
he made his project hastily known on their assem- 
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bling ; and seizing a boat, harried on board the vet- 
seh seenred her crew, loosed her sails, cut her 
caUe, and was steering triomphantly down the 
harbour before a single indiyidual was aware of 
what had taken place. The Harrington was how- 
ever captured by the Grayhound frigate in the 
Indian seas, and both vessels were finally lost on 
the coast of Luconia. 

Another vessel, cut out of Hobart Town, was 
run ashore on Christmas Island, near Java, the 
runaways proceeding on to Batavia in the boats, 
and passing for the crew of an American ship 
wrecked there : but being detected, the remnant 
of them was sent back to the colony. 

The Trial, another brig cut out of Sydney, was 
found a wreck on the coast, but without discover- 
iog a vestige of the runaways except the bon- 
net belong^g to a soldier's wife, known to be on 
board, lying under a bush. 

A fine schooner called the Eclipse was cut out 
of Newcastle in 1825> and no accounts have 
been since heard of her. — Many boats have been 
.also run away with, carried to some snug harbour 
on the coast^ fitted properly out, and attempts 
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made to reach Sooth America in them, one of 
^ich is known to have been saccessful, a letter 
•having been lately received from the projector of 
the plan, detailing his proceedings, — Settlements 
hove been even formed by these runaways on "vai- 
rious parts of onr coast, and we shall doubtlesto 
hereafter find the complexions of onr dingy trib^ 
bleached in some of these places after the maiineir 
facetiously described by BoongiBrr6, ** My gin 
eatit too much white bread" At E^angaroo Island, 
on our southern coast, about four hundred miles to 
die- west of Bass Straits, a settlement of this kind 
has long existed, as I have before mentioned ; (by 
the latest accounts, this settlement contains a po>* 
pulation of forty individuals, — men, women, and 
children ;) the men having reached that point by 
coasting along in boats, and having seized and 
carried off native women. During the seal season 
they live upon the coast, feasting on the seal-flesh 
which their wives procure for them ; and on the 
season being over, retire to their village, built in a 
valley in the interior, and subsist upon the product 
of their gardens and what game they can destroy. 
They lead a most slothful, idle life, obliging their 
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women to perfonn all the drodgery, bat occasioBb 
aUy assistiDg vesaels calling there to load- with salt, 
which is found ooToring the bed of a lagoon ax- 
inches deep; and bartering their seal-sking for 
nun, tea^ sogar, and so forth/ with the crews. 
The senior individnal upon the settlement is named 
Abyssinia, and has lived there fourteen yean and 
upwaids*. Various islands in Bass Straits are also 
peopled in like manner ; Flinder's Island, jaccordU 
ing to the latest accounts, containing twenty, in- 
cluding women and children. 

A somewhat considerable number of convicts 
escape annually, likewise, by concealing themselves 
in vesseb about to sail from the cciony, the masters 
permitting them usually to walk ashore at the first 
port, no questic^ns ever being asked of vessels re- 
turning home from New South Wales v^ther con- 
victs have escaped in them or not. Sometimes these 
people are concealed by the master to be useful to 
him on his voyage ; but occasionally they slip on 
board, stow themselves away there, and slip on 
shore in like manner at the end of the voyage, 
virithout a single individual ever knowing that they 
had been in the vessel. A case of this kind once 
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M a friend of mine in a two months' voy- 
lyia, where the runaway was not known 
.Teheen on bocurd until seized by the Dutch 
police after his escape; and I hare heard that 
.similar instances have taken place in ships ev^i 
bound to Great Britain. When the Dromedary 
returned home from Sydney in 1820 with a load 
of spars, and was within a few weeks' sail of Eng- 
land, a soldier, on looking down through the main- 
hatchway gratings one morning, perceived a man 
whom he had never seen before, pacing backwards 
and forwards upon the deck below. This man, on 
seeing himself detected, coolly requested the sol^ 
dier to hand him down a glass of water ! The sol- 
dier, astonished and alarmed at the sight of this 
apparition, which he did not know, it should seem, 
whether to place among the order of men or be- 
ings of a more ethereal stamp, ran to the captain 
of the ship, whom he acquainted with the circum- 
stance. The soldier was at first quizzed ami 
laughed at, but still persevering in his story, a 
strict search was made, and a woful-looking figure 
pulled out from among the planks by the heels, 
muiSed in rags, with a sort of pea-soup com- 
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plexion, and as filthy as the exterior of an unpo- 
pular candidate at a Westminster election. On 
being questioned how he had existed, he snuffled 
out, " We suffered much for want of water for 

5 

some time at first; but always had plenty of prog." 
It being observed that he constantly used the word 
*' we" in speaking of his life on board, he was in- 
terrogated about the number of his (issociates, 
when perceiving the blunder he had committed, 
he endeavoured to lull suspicion by explaining that 
it was the mode of speaking usual in the part of 
England whence he came, and that he knew of no 
other save himself. Farther search was however 
made, and a second runaway pulled out, who was 
sufficiently wroth, as maybe conceived,. on hearing 
that his comrade had unwittingly betrayed him. 
The first man's heedless exposure of himself arose 
from his butting a rum-cask and drinking off 
the contents, which had made him thus '* passing 
brave," and was the means of his landing in Eng- 
land in a different style to what he would probably 
have done had he not imbibed such an over-dose 
of the juice. 
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LETTER XXIX. 



Certainly the most beneficial mode of colo- 
nisation to the mother country is colonising with 
convicts, because in this way you make the icf^ro- 
duc4ive portion of her population productive, by 
converting those who were formerly her pests ioto 
useful auxiliaries to increase her wealth and 
strength, and good customers for consuming her 
manufactures. Every rogue you retain at bone 
to labour, takes the bread out of the mouth of an 
honest man ; as long therefore as England cannot 
keep her honest poor, so long will it be her interest 
to turn all her roguish poor out from her bosom, 
to thieve or work elsewhere. 

It is only in a distant colony, such as New South 
Wales, that a culprit stands any chance of re^ 
form ; when once his fair name is blasted, he be- 
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comes ID England an outcast from honest society^ 
is looked upon with a suspicious eye, aild his mis* 
deeds thrown in his teeth on occasion of every 
petty dispute. Seeing himself thus shunned^ svs* 
pected, and sneered at, by the honest portion of 
the community, no wonder he should seek the 
society of the dishonest, among whom be is always 
sure of a cordial welcome. He is therefore com- 
pelled to continue in his old course till the g^ows 
(if Botany Bay does not) puts a stop to his careeti 
In New South Wales, on the contraty, he ^ has a 
society of his own among people once equally dis« 
honest, it is true, but whom a conomrebde of 
causes has tended t» refonn. These h«ve,*ui'faof;^ 
acquired property; and being naturally inclined to 
combine for the protection thereof, they eonse^ 
qoently make a point of scouting all who adhere 
to rogpiish praelices. To earn the good^will and 
friendship of this i^lass, tiie qwmdam knave most 
therefore forsake his old habits ;* as he will dth^r^ 
wise be excluded here from our respectable Oman** 
cipist society quite as strictly as he would be from 
respectable society in England. 
A penal colony however, to prove fully bene* 
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iicial to the mother country, most be regulated so 
as efficiently to punish the crime committed, before 
the reform of the criminal is thought of; and in 
this particular has hitherto consisted the great 
defect of our New South Wales system; for 
transportation here could scarcely be called a 
punishment, and indeed, in half of the cases at 
least, proved a retoard. The judicious measures 
however commenced by our present governor pW>* 
mise a speedy reform in these matters, and will I 
hope convert the colony from a paradise, into a 
purgatory, for criminals. Punishment «md amende 
ment likewise are found, fortunately, to go hand 
in hand: while therefore you admit the conyiot 
at the moment of his arrival to a plentiful and easy 
sort of life, you not only do a great injustice to 
the community he has sinned against by encoara- 
ging others to follow his example, but do a manifest 
injury to the criminal himself. He has gene- 
rally been long accustomed to a life of idleness 
and dissipation; and it is only by teaching him, 
and compelling him, to work, that you can hope he 
will ultimately reform. When he is kept for a 
due period at hard labour, he places greater value 
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upon the liberty he may afterwards acquire ; but 
if he gets at once into an easy berth, it is fifty to 
one but he misbehaves therein, from not having 
previously had its proper value impressed upon his 
mind. 

It is a rule here, with those who wish to secure 
a good servant, to keep him for a few months at 
the hardest labour they can put him to, before 
taking him into the house ; when, contrasting his 
past hardships with his present comforts, he will 
more readily appreciate the value of the latter : 
whereas, hadhe been at once received, he would 
most probably have misbehaved, and his future 
prospects in the colony been thus in a manner 
destroyed. Of all those convicts whom I ever 
recommended or obtained good situations for, (and 
these were not a few,) only one has retained his 
situation up to this period ; and even he owes this 
to being most sharply looked after. It is re- 
marked, too, by the matrons of the Female Fac- 
tory, that those who are detained longest there 
a^ the outset me generally the least likely to be 
turned back for misconduct ; while in like manner 
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even individuals who come oxxt free to the colony 
are observed generally to retain utnationii longer^ 
and ultimately succeed better in business, wh^i 
they are iobliged to struggle against diflSculties at 
the outset. And let me repeat, that the convict 
who misbehaves after transportation has but a 
very slight chance of ever retrieving himself. He 
is flogged and sentenced to a penal settlement, to 
drag out a period of debased servitude among the 
vilest of the vile ! 

There cannot be a better proof of what Botany 
Bay has been, than that nearly all the English 
convicts sent thither for many years back have 
been volunteers, delighted beyond measure with 
the thoughts of getting there; of all that ever 
went out with me, there were only two who went 
against their will. Governor Darling's measures 
are now, however, beginning to produce their due 
effect, as the last ship that completed her cargo at 
Sheemess could not count above a dozen indi- 
viduals delighted with the trip in the whole batch, 
the principal portion having been, for the first 
time these twelve years and more, grumbling re- 



NBW SOUTH WALES. S15 

cusants^ terrified at the dismal tidSsgs Gontained 
in the last despatches > from their ccdoiiial cor-* 
respondents. 

Before leaving the Hulk, the convicts are 
thoroughly clothed in new suits, and ironed; and 
it is curious to observe with what nonchalance 
some of these fellows will turn the Jingling of 
their chains into music whereto they danoa and 
sing. Two rows of sleeping-berths, one above the 
other, extend on each side of the between-decks 
of the. convict-ship, each berth being six feet 
square, and calculated to hold four convicts, 
every one tl^us possessing eighteen inches space 
to deep in,— and ampk space too ! The hospital is 
in the . fore-part of the ship, with a bulk-head 
across, separating it from the prison, having two 
doors with locks to keep out intruders ; — while a 
separate prison is built for the boys, to cut off all 
intercourse between them and the men. Strong 
wooden stanchions, thickly studded with nails, are 
fixed round the fore and main hatchways, be- 
tween decks, in each of which is a door with three 
padlocks, to let the convicts out and in, and ae* 
cure them at night. The convicts by these means 
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have no access to the hold through the prison; a lad- 
der being placed in each hatchway for them to go 
up and down by, which is pulled on deck at night. 
Scuttle-holeSy to open and shut for the admission 
of air, are cut out along the ship's sides ; — 
a large stove and funnel placed between-decks, 
for warmth ' and ventilation ; ' swing stoves and 
charcoal put on board, to carry about into the 
damp comers ;— and in fact every thing that can 
be thought of provided to secure health and proper 
comfort to the convicts during their voyage. Each 
is allowed a pair of shoes, three shirts, two pair 
of trowsers, and other warm clothing on his em- 
barkation, besides a bed, pillow, and blanket — 
while Bibles, Testaments, prayer-books, and psal> 
ters, are distributed among the messes. 

The rations are both good and abundant, three- 
quarters of a pound of biscuit being the daily 
allowance of bread, while each day the convict sits 
down to dinner off either beef, pork, or plum- 
pudding, having pea-soup four times a week, and 
a pot of gruel every morning, with sugar or butter 
in it. Vinegar is issued to the messes weekly; and 
as soon as thq ship has been thre^ weeks at sea. 
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each man is served with one ounce of lime-juice and 
the same of sugar dailyi to guard against scurvy t 
while two gallons of good Spanish red wine, and 
one hundred'and forty gallons of water, are put on 
board for issuing to each likewise — three to four 
gills of wine weekly, and three quarts of water 
daily, being the general allowance. The sick are 
in like manner provided with all requisite medi- 
cines and comforts, as well as with warm dresses, 
sp^e bedding, sheets, and every description of 
hospital furniture. 

The common diet of the convicts is certainly 
more than is requisite to keep them in health, as 
they have no work to do ; but it is not more than 
is politic to allow them ; because, if you stint 
them on the voyage, you must keep them under 
greater restraint, and their healths will suffer in 
consequence. Two delegates, chosen in rotation 
from the several messes, daily see the provisi<ms 
weighed out, and justice done to the whole body in 
that particular. 

On my first appcmitment to this service, I knew 
none that could give me advice regarding the best 
mode of convict management, and couequently 
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was obliged to plan a method of my own, which I 
have continued to pursue with occasional improve- 
ments ever since, and which is about the same, in 
fact, as that usually followed by all experienced 
surgeons in this service ; for, the same objects being 
to be attained in every voyage, the same train of 
thinking naturally occurs, and as naturally pro- 
duces the saQie results. 

^ I^revious to the convicts embarking, I have the 
whole prison thoroughly secured and veatilated, 
all the mess-berths and mess articles numbered a&t 
cording to their corresponding messes, and the 
bedsy blankets, and pillows, marked with consecutive 
numeral figures in black paint, from No. 1 up 
to the highest number of convicts embarked. . The 
beds are all marked at the same corner, and the 
pillows being sowed to the bead of them, (with a 
stout cord appended to tie them up by,) the blan<- 
kets are now placed inside, and all rolled together, 
with the number of the bed outside (to admit its 
being referred to), and the whole placed accord* 
ing to their consecutive numbers in the sleeping- 
berths, ready for distribution.— The oonvicts are 
' allowed to choose their own messmates ; and on the 
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mesB^M bdiig arranged npon deek, they aife |Hit twi^ 
low and plaeed ac^brding^ muster in their tespee- 
tii^ meases and sleepiH^-bertbfl ; esick tkeUfi bemg 
supplied with Its necessary utensils, and eaeh indi- 
Yidual jfnniisiied with the bed oorrespMding to his 
name, — all thus messing and sleeping along the 
prison deck in regnlar nntiteral progresMon. 

Every article of clothing belonging to each in- 
dividual is next uniformly mark^ in a oonspicuous 
manner with a niimher corresponding to the bSd he 
has been supplied with, which prevents the thiev- 
ing each othet^s articles, enables every man to know 

• 

his own from his neighbour's, enables the surgeoh 
to distinguish them in litigated cases, and enables 
also any individual in the ship to single out an ill- 
doer by simply taking a note of his niimSer, without 
reference either to his name or personal appearance. 
Before I adopted this plan of numbering the cloth- 
ing, the lazy incorrigibles would toss their dirty 
garments overboard, and coolly help themselves to 
a clean suit from their simpler comrades ! 

The next consideration is, to cull out a portion 
of the most fitting among them to make a sort 
of petty officers of, for seeing orders executed. 
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and keeping the rest in subjection^ These indivi- 
duals are called captains of the deck, four offici* 
ating in the prison and two upon deck; all the 
convicts being obliged to obey their orders equally 
with the surgeon's ; while a captain is appointed to 
each mesSy who sees his place kept tidy, attends 
for the rations, and is responsible for the ordeiiy 
demeanour of the other five members. Two indi- 
viduals are also employed to fill the cistern, &c. 
every day ; two to take charge of the hospital ; and 
four to attend to the schools. 

The captains of the deck have double allowance 
of wine each day it is served, and a glass of rum du- 
ring the other days of the week. The rest of the 
individuals in office have only double allowance of 
wine for their trouble, but all official characters are 
permitted to carry their wine away and drink it, the 
remainder being obliged to drink theirs at the tub. 
I also allow each captain of the deck and hospital- 
man two pounds of tobacco for use on the voyage^ 
served out in portions to them monthly, besides 
giving them the choice of the clothes, and in faet» 
every little encouragement possible, to insure the 
correct performance of their duty. Six or eight 
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pounds expended in this way by the surgeon, out 
of his own pockety will be amply repaid him in the 
greater ease with which he can carry on duty, and 
the satisfaction he will reap in the good order re-^ 
suiting. Hie main objects to be looked to, with 
regard to the management of the convicts, are, — >' 
seeing strict justice done them in issuing the rations 
from the ship's stores ; promoting cleanliness, com- 
fort, and hilarity, among them ; admitting them 
freely upon deck to take the air ; and striking off 
their irons as early on the voyage as due caution 
may warrant. 

The upper and lower decks are daily cleaned 
under the superintendance of the captains of the 
deck; being scrubbed, swabbed, scraped, or diy 
holystoned, according to the state of the weather ; 
the whole of the prisoners being constantly kept 
on deck till the prison is thoroughly dry. 

Dancing is encouraged also every afternoon, 
and they may sing all day long, if they please* 
As they have but little to amuse themselves with, 
endeavours must be made to find amusement for 
them, and this can be no ways better accomplished 
than by giving th^n something to work at. 
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Three aepaxsite written codes are pant^ upon 
boards and bung up betweeii*deoLs, for iBdiyidual 
perusal, after being first read ove^ and iSQimnentod 
OQ, One pentaius tbe duties of the eiq>taiiis o€ ibft 
deck, ^ptains of masses^ dele^tes for atteiyUiig. 
the issuing of provie»bons« &c,; another, r^«Ia* 
tiona regarding divine service, the daanii^g: of the 
deck, cutting up and cooking, the meatDatimw, 
washing-days, musters, schools, &c. ; the;thii:4 h«wg 
a sort of criminal: code» in which every offisnce thjE^^ 
can be committed and the punishmei^t; aiprar^od, 
are plainly expressed. « 

It is also essential to point out Bxplidthf ta every 
mm what you expect from him, as he then cleailiy 
understands the duties he has to perform, as well as 
the consequence of his failure therein : and by im* 
pressing upon the minds of the culprits^ that it ia 
for their good as well as for the good of their sm/^ 
sociates you thus punish them, they in: general 
quietly submit. Gambling is a prevailing vioe» 
and requires great exertion to keep it under; 
dice, cards, pitch and toss, and various other spe* 
Gulations, soon becoming general, unlesa cbecl^ed « 
and to such a height of infatuatioa will this vice 



NEW SOUTH WALES. $SS 

bie ^iaitied^ that I have known a country simple- 
ton go three Whole Aay^ witfabat food, having 
gambled away all hig- rations fear that peiriod* 
Until gambling is stopped, thieving will be ear^ 
riedon ; beicaine the fellow who loses his own dhn 
ner will always i&sure one out of some other per<« 
ion's mess, nnless he is a very sorry thief indeed, 
which Was the/oiimjr <^the three days' Lent-keeper 
before spdieti of. I do not object to their barter-' 
tng and selling tlieir Nations among each others 
never seeing any harm accrue from it. Indeed,; 
I could not stop it, if I would. They seldom 
eat promiscuousiy at a meal, but iim mess-allow- 
anoe is divided mto six equal parts, and «wafd«* 
ed by lot (being as suspicious of each other^s 
honesty in eating as in evory thing else). The pro- 
visions are cooked by two of their own body, who 
have the fat as a perquisite, which they readily 
sell in New South Wales for 10/. thus clearing 6L 
each on the voyage. 

The convicts have changes of garment weekly, 
and are shaved twice a week, onesbirt andpair of 
trowsers being marked with the letter A above 
the numerai, and the others with the letter B, the 
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indiyidual wearing A shirt and trowsers one week;, 
and B sliirt and trowsers the next. They are all 
mustered in the prison every fine evenings with 
their shoes and stockings ofi, and trowsers rolled 
over their ' knees, to see that their persons are^ 
clean, — as many of them would not wash during 
the voyage if not compelled. During the warm 
weather, the half of them bathe every morning ; 
and on Sunday they are all mustered to hear the 
church-service read on the quarter-deck — the 
guard being kept under arms during the time^ 

Thirty-three soldiers compose the guard (under 
command of a commUsioned officer), who do duty 
in three alterqate watches upon the poop or quarter- 
deck, — a sentry with a drawn cutlass guarding the 
small doors in the barricade carried across the 
upper deck dividing them from the convicts. 

No instance has been known of a convict-ship 
being captured by the convicts, nor indeed is such 
a thing possible with any thing like ordinary pre-» 
caution; as, being so treacherous to each other, 
abundance of them are always ready enough to in*, 
form'. The Jane Shore was taken by the soldiers 
and sailors, conjointly-^women convicts only being; 
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on board, by whom they were instigated, (The mu^ 
tineers shot the captain and chief-mate, and carried 
the ship into Monte Video.) The establishment of 
an effectiye police among themselves wiU always 
check any attempts at combination. The petty 
officers must be composed of thieves of highest 
repute for the number and nature of their offences, 
inasmuch as these are most likely to keep down 
the others. The veteran thief assumes the same 
sort of lofty port and high-toned consequence over 
the juniors of the profession^ that the veteran 
warrior of fifty campaigns does over the raw 
bumpkin of yesterday ; and what he cannot force 
these tyros to do by bullying, he will exact from 
that sort of willing obedience which the more unso- 
phisticated in every calling are ready to pay to 
those distinguished therein. 

The old thieves are besides actually more trusts 
worthy than the young; as, seeing the die is cast 
with them, and that it is only by adhering to those 
who have power they can hope to improve their 
condition, they deem it best to adopt at last the 
hackneyed motto, ** Honesty is the best policy :** and 
while making the best overseers and constables^ 



tb^y al$o^ u$u»Uy m%ke the^ og^st trusty serv^ntft « 
fbr ftltbpwgb . th^y ia«y rob you themsely^t^ tli^y 
take .s|ie^ car^^ thati |]tobQ4y el^ 9baU (wtiereflks 
the yauQg thieve^ ara cooBt&ai^y m^Ae ^tbe dupes of 
their ^ers).. They have 9 <K>r4 ot* eqpuriou^ l^w 
among them, the Joast jmeiportaat ^jrtiele pf which 
i»^ *' Never. $teal yours^ when you can pei^uad^ 
nuotber to ateal for you;" therefore the young 
thieyes are jas generally found to be. the pe^rpetrfh 
ior^ as the old thieves are to he the planmr9 oi 
rahhery. It i% a good booty alone that will make 9 
cuoniiig' old rogue crook his finger ; whereas, the 
sprightly young bantam wiU peck at every barley-r 
contMshich his senior points out. 

A man beii^ estimated in this kind of society 
according to tha amount and adroitness of bis 
villaniesy it is no wondear that the yet ^' mute in-> 
glorious" Bamngtotts of the day should crown 
themselves occasionally with the bays appertaining 
to ethejr brows, or boast of robberies committed 
only in their imaginatioUf in order, to elevate them« 
selves to something like a par with more dignified 
culprits. Almost all their conversation is of the 
larcenous kind, — couiusting of details of their 



NBW SOUTH WAIiSS. 299^ 

Ytrkrafei robbexies* aod the siitgdidr adv^tatev 
tbcfy htre passed tkrongb; but generally oii&-balf 
fii these are either sheer tnreiition^ or dressed ujpr 
m toch a way as to Avw 6ff in the knost ffattisring^ 
point of Tiew befbre the eyes of tlmr associates; 
A raw yokel^ was onee eomphdned of to me by a 
meismate of his, for roblnng him of a doBar^ which 
a rogue in an adjoining berth saw hiib purhnn, it 
being' stated at die same thne that this aspirant 
had been making his boast among his associates of 
being such an expert thlef> that he would be able 
to live like a gentleman when he reached Botany, 
by his dexterity in the aros^iriidei On taking 
the boaster to task, h^ stoutly diEmied the robbery^ 
protesting he had never committed a crime but 
the one he was convicted of» and that be was 
determined never to commit another. When I 
reminded him of his bravadoes,—'* Oh, sir/' said 
he, ** we boast of miany robberies that we never 
committed ; for if we could not say we had com«* 
mitted as many as these MrasM,t ^^ would look 
upon UB with contempt/' The cat*o'^iiiDe*tail scars 

* Countryman. f Londonenit 



228 / LBTTBRS fROM .: 

upon the backs of some of these .doughty beroeef 
are often vaunted of with the same sort of pride 
that an old campaigner will display when pointing" 
to bis Waterloo medal; while, being dignified 
with the titles borne by other '* great captains o( 
the age/' no wonder they are proud. I had the 
honour of conducting out Blucher on my firot 
Toyage, and Bonaparte on mysecond, — ^the one 
being as expert a houselnreaker as ever handled a 
Jemmy,* while the other in the science of pocket-- 
picking . might have vied even with Barrington 
himself* 

Many by picking up a little information foist 
themselves upon the others for men of some note ; 
but sooner or later they are found out, stripped of 
their jackdaw plumage, and singled for the re- 
mainder of the voyage as the butts of the satirical 
society around them. 

' A pretender of this description had during half the 
passage imposed himself upon his associates for a true 
man, till one who suspected the fellow, stole his bag 
from under his head one night by way of a test, — 
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vrhen his loud shouts for the sentry to secure the ma- ' 
rauder raised such, a peal of laughter against him, 
that the shallow rogue soon perceived the trap he 
had fallen into! In one of the slang journals of 
the period, which I afterwards perused, the writer,* 
in relating the above circumstance, ended with 
this significant remark — " We were all deceived 
in Toby!" nothing, in. fact, being a surer sign 
of want of true game, than raising a squeak ahont 
any theft whatever. Another ** false magician," 
who had long imposed upon the gang, forfeit-^ 
ed his reputation by pilfering nearly the whole 
of the tea belonging to the sick, and wearing 
evident signs of guilt in his countenance next 
morning. 

The fellow that attempts to humbug the rest by 
pretensions to honesty had better hang himself at 
once. He is esteemed if he can impose thus upon 
the officers of the ship ; but to attempt to foist 
himself off upon his comrades is an offence never 
passed over by them. The best way, in fact, for 
a fellow of small note in the larcenous line to 
maintain a sort of respectable footing, is to keep 
strictly his own counsel, when he may acquire the 
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reputatioQ of h^ng a *' deep file" without haTinff 
the smallest pretensdonji thereto. 

The adrentares of some of these mesa arer 
cartainly both extraordinary and amiisfaig ; and 
the tact with which they will hmnbng the rety 
individuals whom they are pltrndering-/ might serve 
to entertain even liie plundered party. It is the 
rogue's interest, of coarse, to make the adventure, 
tell wen to his own credit, and therefore consider^ 
able deduction must generally be made for the ^n* 
ballishments wherewiA he garnishes his tale. I once 
listened unobserved to the relation of an adroit 
and facetiously-managed robbery, which the hero 
was detailtii^ with great glee; and the admirable 
manner in which the whole was wound up, called' 
forth such a spontaneous burst of laughter aiid 
applause from the throng around, that he raptur* 
ously exelaimed, while striling the beneh with hi. 
firmly-clenched fist, (his whole countenance beam* 
ing delightedly,) '' By 6 — , I could steal a shirt 
ofi^ a fellow's back without his knowing it T' 

The perfect command of ccmnt^Bance and pro^ 
found tact which the higher graduates display 
when accused of offences, baffle description. They 
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have nlmost succoeded in persuading me that 
I was mistake as tp things I have actually 
seiBs them doiiig! Sometimes they will afiect 
the greatest astomshme^oit that they should be 
aomaed of, <Hr I believe^ such vile things, affecting 
to doubt . that the informant had mistaken the 
peisoo^ aod eAinestly begging that the matter may 
be thoroughly inmstigatedi in order that the rasr. 
cal^.wboev^ he may be, who really committed the 
<^feoce, may be d^ected and punished. Others 
will affect the deepest sorrow, even im|o tearst 
that such an accjqsation adiQuld be brQught against 
them; — '^ which indeed they shoidd Qot care sa 
much about, were it. not for their tosing your good 
opimon thereby ;*' and will caution you to ^* beware 
of believing all that is told you, as there are such 
a set of scoundrels on board, that whenever they 
observe a man trying to behave respectably, they 
endeavour forthwith tp blast his reputation !" Others 
will look round with that sort. <^ stare as if they; 
conceived you were addressing somebody else;, 
then,, take suddeu fire the moment the vile aocu- 
aatkm Jtkpompsdty direeted to them : while otherU,. 

ta^tiwt it as a piece of 
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pleasantry of yours, and stare, and ask you over 
and oyer again what the charge is, evincing evi- 
dently the greatest difficulty in comprehending iU 
Yet all these innocent rogues are in truth the 
perpetrators of the offences, and laugh and vaunt 
most immoderately, when sitting among their com4 
rades, how they have gammoned you over. Neither 
are those wanting, who will make certain admis^ 
sions which either do not affect them much, or 
which they can satisfactorily explain away ; while 
some, on finding the story is likely to come out, 
will be the first to run and tell;— -but tell it in 
such a way that their conduct will be shown off 
more in a thoughtless than in a dishonest point of 
view ; while the perfect openness and candour with 
which they relate the whole affair quite convince 
you of the unaffected simplicity of their dispositions. 
If hard pushed, or if the robbery is likely to be 
blown, they will hide a portion of the plunder in 
the berths of some individuals of whom you enter- 
tain a good opinion, or even in their pockets^ so 
that it may be detected in the search and the 
suspicion taken off themselves. Nay, they will 
sometimes give private information where it is 
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hidden, and if the indmdnal apon vhom it is 
foimd should speak the truth regarding the rob-' 
bery, to clear himself (in case he is acquainted vith 
iQ, the vhole bevy of those concerned vill shout 
out simoltaneoosly in the most indignant manner, 
" Oh what a rascal — oh what a rascal, — the moment 
be is found oat to try and palm it upon the inno- 
cent ! why did you not tell this before, you scoon^ 
drel, if you knew it, and not vait till the stolen 
things were found with you ! does such a felloir 
as you expect to be believed?" As the person 
they palm the robbery upon is always some simple 
country fellow, with but little (ounce or gammo» 
in Iiis composition, he gets confused, blushes, stam- 
mers, and contradicts himself ; and you are often 
convinced Iram these signs alone, that he is really 
the purloiner. 

If they suspect any one of tuuinff,* they will 
conceal some of their own things in his bag, com- 
plun of the loss, urge their suspicions, and on a 
aearch being made and the things found, lead you 
to ngni tbe indindnal as wholly unworthy of 



284 LETTERS FROM 

clredit in fHture. But the most'eommon methods 
certainty, of treatiag a sagpected vafotmeti i» by 
yisiti^ him with every sort of petty annOymice,--^ 
•pitting^ whte passing to ^dndward of hkl ; taiciiijg^ 
9dvaiitag6 of a roll of the i^hip to stamp^ as if by 
aeoident^ apon his feet ; or tumbling agaiast bim; 
te give him a break*iMck £sU upon deck : and if 
idl these be not deeteed safficient, muffling htm at 
wi^ht in a blanket and beating him^ vhen it oan 
be cbtiyeniently Advi^ withe\it detection. A gali^ 
of such despei^does actually attempted to^bite* oS 
the nose and ears of one poor fellow in a idi^ I 
bad charge of, who had merely complained of their 
annoyances. 

The readiest way to check all plunderings and 
assaults is, having a lamp buraiog in the prison 
during night (it being after dark that the mischief 
commonly endues), with sentries over it ; and 
oblq^og all the rest to be in bed and not to utter 
a word after ten. On examining into any robbery, 
you must always investigate it in {Hrivate, and 
examine, too, a considerable number of Iritnessea, 
without reference to their knowing any thing about 
it or not ; particularly singling out the worst cha- 
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racUrs in the ship, and bringing forwara those 
from whom joH expect. Uk obtain infonnation pro^ 
miicwnuJy anong the hatch; aa by these means 
yon prevent the baidened rogues from knowing 
who acquaints you with the circumstances, . and 
guard against tliese being assailed. 

It is a very.good plan to select all the influentia} 
rcsues among the host on board ; tell them what 
sofltpf chttpacter: you haye had with them; that 
you^fooio no roUierieo will be eommittBd .cm bbard| 
(M* villanies carried on, without their being the 
active. promoters ; and that you had determined to 
keep them in double irons during ihp v<oyage, in 
order to preserve peace: — ^that you are.stiu, how-? 
evtf, diiyosed tq give them a triml, but, in case of 
any eutrage, if you cannot detect the delinquent, 
you will immediately put. your previous intention 
in force respecting them. In fact, many surgeons 
find that by putting all the old townies into double 
irons whenever robberies begin to prevail, a cessa^ 
tiott soon takes place, and a compremise is thus 
brought about to the satisfaction of all parties^ 
I pursued this course with the leading Dublin 
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rogues, when I took out Irish Qonvicts, and found 
it answer extremely well; for if these eminent 
delinquents are not the actual perpetrators, they 
always know who are^ and as the taking off theiv 
irons is entirely optional with the surgeon, and is 
made to depend solely on good conduct, you ex-t 
plain to them that it is no punishment to put them 
on again, as you were not bound to take them oSg 
and that in replacing these you merely put die 
parties in the same state in which you received 
them, 

J always admit all sorts of frolic to go on among 
them. 80 long as there ia nothing obviously immo- 
ral ; for it is better to let a little of the devilry 
spout out of them now and then, than that they 
should keep nursing it up to burst forth en masse 
at the end of the voyage. 

Some of the literary characters occasionally 
write slang journals of proceedings during the pas-* 
sage; and although I never openly sanctioned this, 
yet I never made any attempts to put the practice 
down, as I had sometimes the means thereby of 
hearing, at second hand, of the malpractices go- 
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iiig on. ** Three peters cracked and frisked,*'* 
made a frequent opening of the morning's, logi 
when referring to the sprees of the preceding 
night, until the institution of the lamp threw a 
Iq^ht on such transactions : while in one I read thi^ 
touching observation, penned on gliding past the 
scene of many of the author's former joyous 
freaks, — " Passed Margate, — ^but could not fancy 
myself on board a hoyT Sometimes they act 
plays, with a screen of blankets for the drop-scene, 
getting together renmants of stolen toggery to 
deck out their persons with ; soot, chalk, red paint, 
and flake white, being employed to polish off their 
complexions. A friend of mine (surgeon of a con- 
vict-ship), in passing across the stage as the per- 
formance was about to commence, happened to 
inquire the name of it : ** Oh, sir, the ' Forty 
Thieves, " was the response of the facetious 
rogue next him. " It is well chosen then," replied 
my friend^ " as you cannot be at a loss for ac- 
tors." 
Sometimes, too, they hold regular Old-Bailey 

* In English, three chests broken and robbed. 
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flessu»i8» and try individuals in exquisite ni(>cj^*h(9roio 
gtyle. Another friend of mine, Wko haA the heavy 
oharge of three hnndied and geventy^two, happen* 
bg Co be a little short-sighted, gHded disrespect- 
fully one day into the very midJUB of ihS couri, 
with his hat on ;' and no doubt felt most ai^twiftYd 
on finding himself in such offensive trim'ift the 
awful presence of the chief justice of En^liOid, 
perched upon a three«-legged stool, with a b^ under 
him for a cudiion — a patchwotii quilt rouftd' him 
for a robe of office-*and a huge swab combed over 

his dignified head and shoulders in lieu of a wig. 
Barristers, with blankets round them for gowns, 
pleaded eloquently the causes they were engaged 
in, brow-beating and cross-questioning the wit- 
nesses according to the best-laid-down rules, and 
chicanery of law ; while the culprit stood quaking 
in the dock, surrounded by the traps of office, 
awed by the terrific frowns which the indignant 
judge every now and then cast upon him, when 
the evidence bore hard upon the case. 

Thieves generally affect to consider all the rest 
of mankind equally criminal with themselves, only 
being either lucky enough not to be found out, or 
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coBUBitting actioBft idii^ (though equally bad 
ID the eye of the Dimity) are not so- tangiUe 
in that of man. It is their ooustaut endeavour 
to reduce every one, in fact, to the same level 
with themselves, while fate they believe impels 
them on to do the deeds for whi(^ the world 
eondemns them: — to thieve is their destiny ^ mid 
against this how can they contend \ Indeed, the 
cooseienoe-c^miforting doctrine of predestinaticm 
derives very ocmsiderable force from the fact that 
no oonvict-ships have been lost since the "first set- 
tUog of the colony ; demonstrating what a safe con- 
veyance such a ship is, seeing that there are too 
many destined to be hanged aboard, for her com- 
pany to run any risk of being drowned. 

When I returned to the colony on my third trip, 
I met an old friend in the street who I certainly 
had concaved would have been one of the first of 
whom the law would have taken fi^ther cogni* 
zance, — when, after observing how glad I was to 
hear of his behaving and doing so well, I inquired 
after some of his associates ; but he cut short my 
string of interrogatories by answering for them, 
in the gross, ** Oh, sur, they are all hanged and 
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transported but myself; and about twaity more." 
This, however, proved to be too high an estimatiott 
of his friends, but he* no doubt considered he was 
paying himself a great compliments 

Toward the conclusion of my first yoyage^ I de- 
sired one of the scribes on board to make out aii 
alphabetical list of the names, trades, and varioM& 
particulars of the other convicts ; when he came to 
me in a doubtful mood, scratching his heady and 
observing, ** When I ask what theix trades are, all 
the answer I can get from three-fourths of diem 
is, ' A thief, a thief :' shall I put these down as 
labourers, sir?" . 

. It is pleasing, however, to observe how anxious 
some of them are to conceal the name of their 
family, to prevent its disgrace, from the shame that 
has fallen upon a member of it ; — or the ii^gaaious 
excuses they sometimes make to their friends, to 
account for their sudden departure from the coun- 
try, in order to prevent the giving pam, — ^never 
failing to point out, however, how bright their 
future prospects are. My hospital-man, for in- 
stance, writes thus to his mother: "You will be 
rejoiced to hear that I am in a good situation at 
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last; after all the pBia my miscoududt has given 
yoii» irhich shall never be the case again. I ha^e 
been appointed to the lucarative situation of; doc- 
tor's mate of the Recovery East Indiaman, now 
bQund on a voyage to that country; and as it is 
my intention to settle in one of the distant cota- 
nies, you need not expect me in England for manif 
years to come.'' — ^The Irish convicts are move 
happy and contented with their situation on board 
than the English, although more loth to leavys 
their country^ even improved as the situation of 
•the great body of them is by .being thus removed, 
— ^numbers telling me they had never been half jao 
well off in their lives before. It was mo$t amusing 
to read the letters they sent to their friends op 
being fairly settled on board, (all such going 
through the surgeon's hands,) none ever failing to 
give a most circumstantial account, of what the 
breaklGEist, dinner, and supper, consisted of; a mi- 
nute list of the clothes supplied, and generally 
laying particular emphasis on the important fact 
of having a blanket and bed to '' my own self en- 
tirelff,'* which seemed to be somewhat of a novelty 
by * their many circumlocutions . about it. One 
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obsenredy in speaking of the ship, fhat ** Mr. 
' Beedy's parlour was neirer half so elane,^ while 
*tiie burdeii of another was, '^' Many a Mac in yo<«r 
town, if he only knew what fte sitaation of « 
convict was, would not be long in following my 
example! thank Gted for the same! I never wm 
better off in my life!'' One sanguine individual 
went out with high hopes of preferment, on ac- 
count of his cousin being ** one of the governors 
of Sydney," and I had some difficulty in per- 
suading him that this said cousin was but a plod- 
ding trader there ; and as he had been but newly 
emancipated, bis merits could not have raised him 
to a governorship quite so quickly, unless he had 
founded a governorship himself, and installed his 
own person into office, which derived some proba* 
bility from there being no such recognised Hiie as 
" governor of Sydney'' yet in being ; stiH, how- 
ever, he would shake his head and observe that if 
his cousin had not been a governor, he would not 
have written his mother at Cork so, and several 
times dujing the voyage he came to *' argue the 
matter ;" till, finding I stoutly denied the point, he 
b^an to think that tiie iir)unction he had received 
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ma b ttwr ff o Ki Mi bfother to nwjkc hkaself knoiAi 
OA arrmd, ti " ^^*^ r — ^; Esq. oiie of the gofep- 
noKS of Syiaas^/* would Ito of little aviil iii |Mra- 
emng him either a Moretaryriiip, or a sinefcm^ at 
oar eoloaial eourt it it indeed jokosi amusmg to 
poraflO the extravagaiit acodaats some of theae^a^ 
ttyidaab write faoa^ of their sueoess^ and die eon- 
toqaence they faaye arrived at ia the e6lbay ; a«d 
ao wonder nombers shonld ooart transpOrtatioa^ 
eoBsidering the delasions-that are propagated by 
thoio who have pr ece d ed them. A rimpletea ia 
aaethar diip I had charge of was fayoured with a 
flatteriag letter of iatrodactioa from hii nster^iai* 
law to hmr brother Hke " govemer of the Mao* 
qaarie,'' who tiaraed oot to be a Toty respeetable 
eoBftahie ia the Iowa of Sydaqr* 

The Irish ooairtets possess aa anxiety to oblige^ 
aad have a Ught-hearted eiviUty aboat theni» ai 
which the English are totally destitute. . Jf yoo 
demm an SsgHsh oonviet to do any particalar 
dHBg» fiatoss yoa mthar order him hy uam^ ^ 
laact hini» so as to point oat the identie^ peisoa 
yoa mean, seldom a man will stk ; while ia an 
Iriih oonTiot-ship, on the contraiy, if yoa mereiy 
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chance to loot round as if you wanted something^ 
half-a-dozen will start up, to anticipate your 
wishes. I have been at times most bitterly pro 
Toked by the conduct of some of these satnnnne- 
faced English knaves, — ^the yery man I was look- 
ing stedfastly at while desiring him to do some 
petty thing for me often staring first at me and 
then at his comrades, with a sort of inquisitire 
wondering look, as if to make it appear he did not 
conceive I was addressing him. This does not 
arise so much from stubborn churlishness of mood, 
as from a general maxim among English thieves 
to consider every thing in shape of work as a de- 
gradation : if they therefore came forward volun- 
tarily to perform what they were not ordered to 
do, or did not attempt to shuffle it off their own 
shoulders, they would be ridiculed by the mfing 
wits as fellows of no spirit, and fit only for honest 
society. 

Out of 180 Irish convicts, only five proved to 
be Protestants, which I was not a little pleased 
to observe, as a convincing proof of the superior 
morality of the Protestant population, — till an Irish 
Protestant serjeant of the guard threw a new 
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light on the sabject by addressing me upon deck 
one day with ** Dear me, sir, I understand that 
Black* Johnstone, and M^Gonegal, are all Protes- 
tants. What a change has taken place in Ireland 
since I left it ! for it went hard against a jur%f^ 
canscieac€ at that time to find a Protestant guilty 
of any thing i^ the honest Serjeant in fact did not 
seem at all to relish the change. 

The only real signs of religion I ever saw among 
convicts, were amongst a portion of the Catholics 
oil board ; for as soon as they had mustered down, 
both hatchways were crowded round with them 
counting their beads and fervently crossing them* 
selves and repeating their prayers from the book. 
There was no ostentation in this, because I often 
saw thfim do so when they could have no idea I 
was near ; but indeed a great portion of them were 
poor simple peasantry, transported for very tmm* 
pery offences^ 

The English convicts divide themselves into the 
two gpreat classes of townies and yokels : while the 
divide themselves into three, namely, the 

Corik ftoy^" the '' Dublin &oy«,'' and the «' North 
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boj^ ;** and these tire so sealoiur in vpholdhig thiesr 
M^tthre tribes^ ttiat when two inditidnab of di& 
ferent ctesses qtuorrel/ tbcri is no ponibiGMj ot 
antTing at the tntthv-Hsmee a dbmi of Bsusll 
elass will rush foihvrardy and bawl oht at once, in 
faVoor of their respective comrades^ eyidenoe of 
the ^nost conflicting, contradictory natiire. He 
*^ north boys" are commonly <^ed Stotchmenhj 
the others, and indeed many, spoke the Scotch dia- 
lect so broadly as almost topossde me toxunttreliti 
Having obsenred in the greater poi^tioh of 'tlie 
letters received by the Irish convicts, '* Give'tnj^ 
lespects to Mr. Hughes,'* ** I hope Mr. AWjAsr b 
well," « I hear you hav6 Mr. Hughes' oahotad,^ 
and simihur ^pressions,— I naturally began t& 
wonder who this said Mr. Hnghes could be, whose 
name was so popular throughout Irelmid; and 
found by reference to the convicts that he was ike 
celebrated captain of all the Ribbon Lodges in: tiwt 
division of the empire^ the greater'part of wKch 
had been of his formation, he having travelled over 
nearly the whole of Ireland (as several of them 
assured me from theii^ own personal knowledge or 



NRW SOUTH WJLUBS. 941T^ 

that of their acquaintances) on that turbulent apJa* 
sioo. This was the individual whose- name^ was: 
brought before parliament on account of. hispio-^ 
posal to put all the lodges down again, proyided (| 
pardon was granted him ; and I should have had, 
some difficulty in crediting that a man in his jh.ttm- 
ble line of life, and withal so illiterate^ could ham 
possessed such inBuence with his countrymen, had 
not an intelligent individual among his associatea 
(upon whose opinion I could place great reliance) 
stated to me that a person in his station possessed 
much more power, over the Irish peasantry thaii 
one of more. elevated rank; because, .bebnging 
to their own body .and consequently actuated by 
similar feelings to theirs, the greater confidence 
was placed in the propriety of whatever he pro^. 
posed. A respectable man, (who had been coUf. 
victed as a member of one of these illegal associ- 
ations,) formerly a mercantile clerk in Dublin, in* 
formed me that the object of the Ribbon Lodges 
was to uphold the Catholic religion, and act 
as a counterpoise to the Orange Lodges; but 
as the latter had been put down, the others 
would doubtless soon fall into disuse also, which| 



248 LBTTBRS FROM 

he jsaid, he ought to have known were improper 
associations^ as the Catholic clergy had constantly 
warned them all against such, and he had there* 
lore no reason to find fault with the justice of his 
sentence. 

'While passing round the decks one morning to 
fegulate the messes, on inquiring at the second 
ttiess whom they preferred to act as captain 
during the voyage, one of them exclaimed in a 
laughing good-humoured Irish way, *' Och, your 
honour, we have got a captain already — that is 
Captain Rock, as he sits there, and a very good 
eaptain he is T' and in fact it was no other than 
the said celebrated captain * whose name had 
made so much noise throughout Ireland, how 
deservedly I know not, as he declared himself 
entirely innocent of all the pranks laid to his 
charge except that of assisting in the abduction 
of Miss Goold, — the name of Captain Bock 
having been conferred upon him, as he said, 
in a joke, by some of his associates in jaiL I 

* The appellation of Captain Rock has been given to 
varions individuals in Ireland, both high and low. It is in 
ftself an idea — tk principle — tiomen et prseterea nihil. 
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gaye credit to his story; for a quieter^ better- 
behaved man could not exist than Walter Fitz- 
mauricey (for such uras the captain's proper de- 
signationO first cousin to ''one of the governors 
of Sydney," 
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LETTER XXX. 



Having read much of the great reforms wrought 
among the convicts in the hulks, and in New 
South Wales, by infusing a sense of religion into 
their minds, I set about exhorting them, on my 
appbintment to my first ship, to amend their lives, 
seeing they were bound to a place where former 
misconduct would be no longer thought of, if they 
pursued a different course; and stating that I 
should take great pleasure in reporting the beha- 
viour of those to the government, who had changed 
for the better, and made a good use of the reli- 
gious books placed in their hands. It was not 
long before my advice was, in all appearance, 
strictly attended to, — a very considerable number 
becoming grave and devout, whom I had before 
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noticed as among tlia worst in the ship, while Scrip-t 
ture regd^rs and readers of religious tracts multi-t 
plied around me on all handsy and I soon sawaparty. 
formed for the reading and expounding of tho 
Scriptures, and closing the conference with prayer 
and singing of hymns and psalms. An old fence 
(receiver of stolen gopds) was at the head of this 
devout party, who had served a seven years^ tem^ 
in the hulks, and who I was pleased to observe 
thus setting a good example to his juniors, althougl^ 
I could not but think at the time that the con- 
gregation might have pitched upon some other 
place for their devoticms than the berth contiguous 
to the hospital, where I had in a manner to rub 
shouldersr^igainst them on every sick visit I made* 
Still, however, I deemed that their fixing upon 
this consj^cuous place, as well as their invariably 
meeting at the morning and evening hours whei^ 
1 visited the sick, might arise from their anxiety to 
demonstrate that my advice had not been throwi| 
away. 

This meeting had continued about a fortnighti 
when a complaint was made by one of the leaders 
that a ** knot of blackguards'' (as be termed them) 
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bad been lately in the habit of whistling, eooghingi 
aod pelting them with biscnit, whenever tbej be« 
gan their religions exercises ; so I forthwith sent 
tor the ** chief captain of the^edi'' to pontBat 
tliose guilty of such conduct, and to know why he- 
had not put a stop to it before. This was a shrewd 
eleyer Yorkshireman, who knew especially well 
'flie ways of those over whom he was now pre- 
siding ; and, on hearing the complaint^ he answered 
with a knowing smile, ** It is out of no disrepect lo 
ffiu, sir, that the praying party has been peHed 
and laughed at, but because they want to humbug 
the others below as well as yourself. They careddt 
k strstw about religion, but expect you to do some- 
thing for them when they land: now, if you will 
just walk into the hospital by the other door, yott 
will see how quickly they will drop away,— for iur 
deed some are tired of it already r 

' I was certainly mortified at what I beard, bat 
resolved -to take his advice ; and true enough, the' 
party did drop off one by one, till none remained 
but the old fence, who continued Bible-reading 
16 the end of the voyage, drawling out the words 
of Scripture with deep seetarian^ drone, and castb^ 
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at me ever and anon that sort of significant glance 
which seemed to whisper^ ** Don't you see hoar 
leligious I am !" 

Af^r this circumstance there was a gradual 
falling off among all the devotionally inclined, till 
the whole became reduced to some seven or eight, 
and in few of these did I place much faith. There 
were, for instance, two very pious persons from t^ 
west of England, where, as I had ascertained, they, 
Jinder the pretence^of prayer-meetings, had held 
confederacies for planning robberies. Another, one 
Thomas Jenkins, had formerly joined to his avowed 
profession of travelling Methodist preacher, the 
more gainful one of sheep-stealing 1 — but still 
there remained William Jones and John George, 
against whom the breath of suspicion had not as 
yet been levelled; for being the only two indivi- 
duals from a Welsh jaU, nobody of course knew 
any thing about their history. Jones was in fact 
quite enthusiastic in Scriptuce-reading, and I nefer 
passed his berth without observing him earnestly 
toiling away with a pair of huge spectacles arched 
over his nose, or dse the Bible lying close to his 
hip, feady to be snatched up on the iastant. 
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Indeedi; so earnest was he inhU rdig^s esLeroifeQ^ 
that lie could not eren fittoad muster^ m SuiidajRi 
without the Bible in his hand, and. Ut foie-flngof 
stuck betwe^i the leaves, to m»tk the pasili^d.he 
had been readings Just pareviQus howerer to thi« 
godtjr person's dieamMtl from ihe hospital (wb^pe 
he had been placed on account of a fit of illneaB)^ 
my assistant lost a sum of mteey ; and it ultimately 
pame out, on the.evidenee of Jong's brother^SMnt 
John Gfeorg^, that the fornier was the culprits 
Honest John, indeed, had a ^^fixiger in the pie,'' 
but was induced to ^peach on aocount of Jcmes 
(whom he denounced as being in reaUty the gnwtf 
est ruffian in all Wales) having attempted to bilk, 
him out of hb due share. 

It is, in 9ober sadness, time fruitlessly /expend-: 
ad, to attempt the reformation of these peo- 
ple when crowded thus ''knave upon knave:" 
those who may be seriously indined are jeered 
Qujt of it. by the rest, and the reformation you 
bring about is a mere bam meant to be turned 
to gainful account by making a dup^ of yoja. All 
you ought to attempt, under such circumstaiices, 
is to bring about regularity ^d decency of qqi^ 
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duct. If joa amjit flusiB^ yoa o9ly make hjfp^ 
crites, which is ten iimm worse ihem pemiitting 
dninTto remaiii (as yoa UmaA them) opea doKm- 
right knaiTes. 

The iJsitiBg of prisons by religious iodiridiMds 
confers a great good apon the uunates by sof tenang 
ihmr aianoers and correeting their oatward lough 
behavKMar, showing them that there are still 
persons in honest society who ^an sympathise 
with them* and who do not (like the commimky 
ai large) view them merely aa wild beasts, whom 
it is the doty of mankind to hunt down and dv- 
strey.: bdt it k^ vain, to inculcate religum suHmg 
orimiaals in a crowded state, where any rbiag 
good feeling is quickly dissipated by the ridicule 
of the others. — ^All I ever attempt now, is to impress 
upon them the necessity of altering timr conduot 
tf they wi$h to benefit themsehoee hereafter , sdeag 
they are bound to a country where roguery is at* 
(ended with immense risk, and but a jMtiful {m)fit« 
It is only time and resistance of temptation that 
will confirm, the reality of their reform ; for jprofes* 
sums they readily make with an apparent sinemrity 
that would debde the most sceptical; add a degree 
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of sanctity they can assume which eyen Ambrale 
de Lamela could not rival. 

It is of the regularly educated thieves I hei^0 
speak^ — they are Vicars of Bray to every man 
whom it is their interest to humour,^ — ^blasph^ning 
with the blasphemer and praying with the saint^ yet 
jMcking the pockets of either indiscriminately whm 
they can do so without risking any worldly evil ocmf 
sequences. A friend who sailed in charge of ooiir 
victs some years back told me that, having been 
driven into a port in the channel through stress of 
weather, a clergyman came on board to endeayottr 
to give the^ocib some ghostly benefit ; but foptid 
on steppbg into the prison that his exertions were 
not requisite, for never did a more a^ealous con* 
grogation present itself than now appealed before 
him, every man with the Scriptures in his hand and 
saintly .accents on hb tongue. Wondering how 
so. many '' worthy men" could be huddled tor 
gether in such a degraded condition, the parson 
iK>mmenced. inquiries as to what had brought them 
into their present state, and found that they were 
«U nmchrii^red individuals who had be^n put on 
l^osurd absolutely for nothing at all, through tjtie 
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perjury of witnesses, or- the private pique of the 
juries who conyicted them. A few moments' re^ 
flection, howeyer, brought him to believe that our 
JTuries could not be quite so vicious ; and beginning 
to fear he had a set of deep knaves to deal with^ 
he forthwith buttoned his pockets, tucked his ^itols 
up, and comm^iced his exhortations. In fact, both 
parties were deceived ; for if the parson was im* 
posed on for awhile by their outward professions, 
the convicts were itiisled by a malicious repcNrI 
' Aat he had brought a boatful of good things for diih 
tribution (which turbed out to be Bibles) ; and no 
sooner did they find themselves hoaxed than tb^ 
tdapsed into their former state of reprobation. * 

On my first voyage I could find only one rogue 
at first out of a supposed batch of a hundred and 
eighty-eight, and that was one for the venial crime 
of carrying off a fowling-piece in a drunken fro- 
lic; but by and bye they began to open upon 
each other ; and I discovered, before the end of 
the voyage, that no juries had ever made fewer 
mistakes! 

Designations of individual character have asMtjg 
them a very different meaning to what is attadwd 
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tlMn^to in honest sockrty. A good fMom ia ou^ 
who divides fiairly with his companion whatever 
be thieves in partnership, and. who nsver eoi^ 
fesses a theft or ^ves evidence against an asso^ 
(4at^ A cUverfeUow is a bang-up, bold, thfHroogh* 
g<HBg knave, an able ** actor of all work ;" white 
a great seouiUkd is one who will be ioss enough 
to acknowledge his crime, or inform upon his 
partner*. While passing through the prison-door 
one evening, after all were in bed, I overheard « 
violent \ altercation between two of die inmateSy 
afifiisif from one having insulted the other by 
jeeringly accusing him of ignorance in hi9 profes- 
sion^ on which the other indignantly retorted^ 
** You trembling, cowardly scoundrelf it is not 
much that I do know; but whatever I have done^ 
thiank Grod» no man can say but I have d(me it 
well ; which is more than you can boast of, yoa 
blackguard ! — But you to insult me I you, that is 
as great a villain as walks the earth unhung — 
(hereupon, I listened with all my might!) — a 
blood-thirsty, black-hearted villain, that thinks no 
more of a man's life than a dog's 1 " Fully ex- 
pecting some revelation of murder, \ continued all 
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utteatiofli: Imt lo! the whole of these souduigt 
epitbc^ '^i^erO: produced by a cmspieioii of the 
other's h«nDg given inforvMition about die robber; 
Um which both were transported ! 

Of all those I ever heard of, who haye manU 
fested th^ *^ mUng passion strong in death/^ 
Gtsorge Breadman proved one of the stauaehjasti 
He was a poor yokel, foisted upon me in the 
la$t 9tage ofamswnptum, and who retmoned bedr 
ridden until our arrival in the colony. He fett 
away so fast that I never expected to land hiai 
aUve. and certainly it required the most anxitous 
attention to retun Uie glimmering spark. I im^ 
tunatoly, however, possessed a^ very facetious Ukt- 
few among the batch, to whom this poor dying 
creature became strongly attached, never being a 
day happy whereon his friend neglected to visit 
him, and often begging me to send this man lo 
him for cmipany, which I gladly did, seeing ijt 
ittvariaUy put him in good spirits. Wondering 
what could be the cause <^ this extraordinary 
liking, I inquired^ aild found that Breadman had 
been a great pig-stealer in Ins day, which b^bg 
considered a very mdgar calling among the pm.- 



^ 
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fessioiiai classes^ (particularly among the Pnpniu^) 
he could get no one to listen to bis adv^i* 
tiires except this joker, who woiild Ungh with- 
and quiz him on the particular subjects of hiii 
achievements ; praise the wonderful expertness with 
which he had done the farmers out of their grunt* 
erSy and propose a partnership concern on reaching 
the colony, if the pigs there were found to be wortli 
stealing ! — I really believe the poor creature was 
Icept in existence a full mouth solely by the ex« 
hilarating conversation of his companion. 

On anchoring at Sydney no ixcxe was lolt ia 

conveying Breadman ashore, he being so wea^ 

« 

that he could not even sit up without fainting : 
yet, in this pitiable state, supporting himself round 
the hospital*man's neck while the latter was 
drawing on his trowsers for hkn, the expiring 
wretch mustered strength enough to stretch out his 
pale trembling hand toward the oth^*s waistooat- 
pocket, and pick it of a pocket-comb and p^i- 
knife ! Next morning he was a corpse, thus dyin^ 
as he had lived. Yet, duris^ his whole ilIn^8S» 
this man would regularly request some of the 
sober-minded roj/ues to read, the Scriptures tohim^ 
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and pray hy his bed-side ! Indeed^ ill practices 
become ultimately so habitual with maoyi as to 
be no longer deemed sach : and hence^ no wonder 
we so often see religion and knavery intimately 
bl^ided. 

The convicts are very easily managed whto 
Mice a regular system is introduced among them ; — - 
the punishments awarded only requiring to be cer* 
tain rather than severe. Solitary confinement on 
bread and water is the simplest, and certainly 
by far the most effectual punishment — since the 
whole aim of regularly graduated thieves is, to be 
able to lefd a riotous life of eating, drinking, and 
profligate sociality with each other. The appeals of 
an empty stomach are extremely powerful, and 
more likely than any exhortation to bring about 
" compunctious visitings :" — particularly when no 
sympathizing friend is at hand to counsel the 
suffering culprit, to bear his trouble like a man! 
A flc^^ging may serve effectually to check the pibor 
eowardly, pitiful thief; but it only hardeas the bold 
and courageous, while it essentially debases the 
feelings of both ; — ^but bread and water suit ]all 
manner of thievish temperaments; and 'while it 
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mote effectoaUy ponialheB, neitbar krutifiot aor 
degradeaw . ' 

To punish Ugb%, but mrimnfy, is ttetefete A 
lui^ii) maxw, incretfiBg tbe ^ota -witii inerelui^ 
ing delinquency. Crimes are seldom of tfttft^ 
eiefti ^agnkude on board abip to caU for atteytr 
poiushment ; wbUe by pamimg oner ooe offmeev 
you probably sow the aeeds of '^ rnauf momJ^^^Bif 
sbowkig them that you hptfe their inloMt vani 
Gooifort at heart; that justice is jma aim ; and thot^ 
while you are ready to give all due eaoounlgcaieDt 
to the well-bdbaYed» you are wo less detenauMd to 
exerjois^ yoiir authority upon eril-doeiSy the OMal 
turbulent are soon lad to iqpprediate the talne of 
order and obedience. Thej are always cnwaid^ 
ly, ffom b^ing sensible they are in a bad cauae^ 
and no less insoleat and; overbearing if they tinnk 
you are afraid of th^n. A man, to enforce his au«* 
tharity» must go aaioag them and beard them witii- 
out timidity ;. otherwise they will begin forthwith to 
howl an^Brattlei thnr chains.— -•The really trouble* 
some among thi^n seldom elceed one in ten^ and 
by keeping your foot upon the necks of these, all 
the rest will follow like hunba. The cockneys are, of 
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coarse, beyond aU dispate'tlie irorst, aid a leaven of 
a doeen of these is enough to infect a thousand of 
^le oountry yoieby with whom p€^ce is generally the 
order of the day. Such a nnmber of these toumus 
^mU keep a hundred of the others in subjection, from 
Ihe manner in which they cling togedier, and froin 
tiieir overwhelming oratorical abilities. — The less 
gifted yoieb have not a chance with them, if the 
^strong hand of power is not stretched out for their 
ffoleclicm. A dup which took in her yokel cargo 
in the river, sailed round to Portanouth to fill up 
with a duMnofe^ of thirty townie9, whoi the whole 
boast of the simple yoieb, while praceediag round, 
was, how they would " oerte out" the towniss on 
the voyage : but before th^ were u week toge* 
tinetr, the handful of i^partmns left the others 
acavody a pair of decent trowsers wherewith to 
dotbe tiieir nakedness. 

Most desperate combats sometimes take place 
between the two parties, m badly regulated ships, 
and murder has often neaily ensued; foi^when 
the bristles of the yoieb ate fao^ up, they level 

* A sea-phrase, sifnH|yiag a kind of nake-weigiit 
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the cockneys as if they were playing at ninepins ; 
huUying being the chief qualification of the latter* 
A pair of brats, with whom a stout fellow migbit 
hkve played at te-totum, and who had flourished at ** 
the West-End fair rows, gave me more trouble 
than all the other hundred and fifty on board, from 
their entering readily into any mischief to which 
their more cunning elders put them up. One of 
these was endued with the natural gift of *^ com- 
ing the piteous" (to use their own slang) in an 
unrivalled manner. When accused of an offSenoe, 
(and such instances were far from infrequent,) he 
would declare his innocence with the most pathetic 
▼ehemence ; — ^his face expressive of poignant agony, 
and the tears streaming down it like a shower from 
a watering-cart ; — ^while, if failing to convince me, 
he would drop upon his knees, clasp and wzii^ his 
hands, and implore my forgiveness in a 9lcain 
which even a heart of ice could not withstand, and 
which succeeded more than once to thaw mine ; — 
till tnpning suddenly round one day after forgiving 
him, I caught a glimpse of my late penitent kick- 
ing up his heels, winking, and thrusting his tongue 
in his cheek, to record his ^' wictory/' 
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The y€fang- tbieyet are indeed generally the 
most trouUeaome^ and on this account a ^ood 
purpose id answered 1^ separating the bo^ firom 
the men* The saplings fnmi Carter's Barracks, 
Sydney, are three times greats nuisances than the 
^* fall growths^ in the P^tentiary there ; and it 
wiH be seen in-die Newgate trials, that the greats 
portion of thejse brought before a jury are under 
twenty, Ab old thief lives more by his wits than 
his hands^ making the hands of the juniors serre 
bis tnnir and the flattery and powers of persuasion 
of these Nestorsare. such as few young heads can 
withstand. 

The life- of a thief is indeed calculatsd, iike 
the-success of a new iday» and ,suck a (me is said 
to have a food'tx a Inid run, according to the 
length of tinaie he has be^i able to evade the 
penalties of transpcnrtatiim or. the gallows. Yon 
will-often hear old acquaintances when they meet 
daring fresh debarkments from England, on in- 
quiring * how Bill or Tom sueh-a-one £Effes, and 
Clearing he is still '* a-gqing at it," exdaim, in 
iuiprise, '* What a- lucky dog ! what a jfood rwn 
hehashadr 

VOL. lU M 
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Transportation was formerly no punishment to 
those who had friends here, or money to procure 
them ; such individuals being soon ap[died for by 
their gratuitous or purchased acquaintances, who, 
though nominally their nuuters, left them in a 
manner at liberty to do as they liked. Several 
who went out with me were so metamorphosed in 
a few days after they landed, that in their white 
top-boots and dandy vestments, I had some diffi- 
culty in recognising my old shipmates. While 
walking in the vicinity of Sydney in 1822, I en« 
countered a genteel-dressed man leading a pretty 
child in one hand and swinging about a handsome 
cane in the other, with a bunch of massy seals 
dangling at his fob, who stared hard at me as I did at 
him, — each having some recollection of the other : 
till at last I remembered his working his passcyt 
home as a sailor only the year previatu in the 
ship wherein I had returned to England, with the 
view, as he had told me, of " lifting a legacy." He 
had in fact " lifted the legacy ;" been fried, c<m- 
victed, and transported for it; and arrived thus 
in the colony again, nearly as soon as I, (although 
only twenty months away,) with some sixty golden 
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guineas in his pocket, to boast of as the reward of 
his short trip. 

It is astonishing how correct^the information of 
outward-bound convicts often is about the colony. 
A country lad once applied to me with a most 
piteous tale of his having been robbed of five gui- 
neas : ** Why did you not ^ve it to me^'^ said I; 
*« as others have done, that I might have taken 
care of it?" " Why, sir," said he, " I understood 
tiuH if it was known I had money when I arrived 
in the cdony, it would be taken from me and put 
into the savings' bank there, which would prevent 
me firmn bribing some person to apply for me and 
give me my liberty, or from bribing a sailor to 
stow me away in a ship if I wished to make my 
escape, which I hear are things commonly done in 
New South Wales." 

I cannot see the propriety of permitting the 
most notorious thieves to retain the property they 
have come dishonestly by, in defiance of the rights 
of those they have robbed. They have only to 
steal coin, or something else that the owner cannot 
ememr to, or turn the stol^i articles into money, to 
ovtwit the owner and the crown too. Why could 
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not the fellow I liefore alluded to have had his 
sixty-guinea hoard taken from him, and the per- 
Ion he robbed compensated with it ai far sbt it 
wt)uld go? Even the notorious Herring, who 
fobbed the Stirling bank, carried out gold and 
jewels to the amount of nearly 1000/1 to revel 
upon in his captivity, where coach-robberies could 
cmly be enjoyed in imagination. 

A woman who went out with m^ that had rob- 
bed a sweep's wife of forty sovereigns, whilst they 
were tippKng together, would bring one of them 
every no^ and then to be changed, ^i<di I did, 
though knowing them to be stolen property, and 
consequently doubtful whether I might not be in- 
dicted as a receiver ! 

* Some also who had friends doing well in New 
South Wales would in olden times procure them- 
selves to be transported by way of having a free 
passage, in order to join them. Several went out 
v^ith me on these very terms ; and among them, 
one merry youth of two-and- twenty, whose father 
had been transported while he was a child in arms, 
and a brother at a later period. This brother had 
followed the fortunes of the father by special invi- 
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tation, to assist him in the cultivation of his farm, 
and the youngster I speak of was therefore the 
second son induced to entitle himself to a seven 
years' trip to Botany. On our arrival the elder 
brother came alongside, and introduced the 
younger brother and the father (who were of 
course utter strangers) to each other ! ** When 
may we expect Jem V was the question put short- 
ly after th« preliminary congratulations: Jem 1)e- 
ing a cousin who had long promised the colony » 
speedy vidi, as I learnt from the younger brothetf . 
The male convicts are landed at daynbieak 'iu»- 
•der a guard of constables, and marched. into Syd- 
ney jail-yard, where, after having all their dothes 
daubed over with P. B's and broad airDW4i^ in 
black and red paint, they are despatched to the 
Priioaers' barrack, to remain there until distributed 
by the land board according to the rales Jately 
drawn up and printed. 
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LETTEa XXXI. 

The ship is fitted up in the same way for the 
Women as the men, excepting the addition of ta- 
bles and shelves upon which to iron their clothes 
and stow away their tea-ware. No guard of sol- 
diers is required here, and consequently there is 
no bulk-head across the upper deck in midships. 
Their rations are the same as those enjoyed by the 
men, with the addition of tea and sugar, for the 
service of which there is a kettle supplied to each 
mess, and a tin-pot to each female, tea being 
usually made night and morning. Their oatmeal 
I allowed them to draw as they required it ; al- 
ways keeping a store in the hospital for the supply 
of such as wished to have gruel for supper, under 
which name the mess of oatmeal slided down their 
throats like custard^ while at the same mess for- 
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merly cooked for them under the vulgar sea-epithet 
of burgou, the whole of them turned up in aver- 
sion their genteel noses — ^so much for the ** magic 
of a name." 

More accommodation b allowed for the women 
than for the men, the usual number of convict- 
women proceeding out in one vessel seldom ex- 
ceeding ninety ; a separate apartment being usual- 
ly fitted up in each ship Im for the accommodation 
of the free women (with their children) going out 
to join their husbands who are convicts in the co- 
lony, a certain number annually being forwarded 
this way by the government to those husbands who 
behave well and can support them. 

A similar mode of management must be adopt- 
ed with the women as with the men, appointing a 
certain number of respectable old matrons of Mag^ 
dcUen Asylums and venerable pave peripatetics to 
superintend their numners and morals during the 
voyage, and to see the prison kept in tidy trim, 
none except influentiak of this description being 
capable of managing the unruly throng. 

The women are more quarrelsome and more 
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difficult to control than the men, their temper^ 
being more excitaUe^ and a good deal beiag 
eakalated on by them in respect to die nsual 
leniency shown their sex. They are certainly 
more abandoned in their expressions, too, when 
excited.; but this . probably anses not so mucli 
froan greater profligacy of disposition, as froiik 
their baring less control over their passions and 
their tongufis. Formerly they lived promiscuons^ 
ly with the seamen on the passage out, and the 
voyage was certainly then brought to a dose 
much more harmoniously than now, and (strange 
as it. may seen^ with greater benefit to the refoiv 
mation of these females, for the period at least> 
when the rules of decency were not outraged in the 
intercourse^ — All reformations, to be lasting, must 
be gradual ; for whatever is suddenly done, is liable 
to be as suddenly undone, and by bridling in theii* 
l(mgrindulged inclinations by sheer brute force, you 
produce no moral regeneration, but rather en- 
gender an .accumulation of vice which will break 
out with overwhelming impetus when restraint is 
taken off. By being suffered to live in concu- 
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Unage witb the sailort daring the vdyage, they 
beeame initiated in the moral principle of permm4l 
o/ifacAMeitf, unknown to them before. The great evil 
of such an arrangement was, that the sailors oftea 
married them at the end of the voyage; whflk 
Jack, as soon as tired of the '' happy state»^ Would 
take ta ship again and leav^ his spouse to the ex* 
eroise of her own free will and meditations ; while 
the number of females transported being so few, 
in comparison to the men, the former ou^t cer- 
tainly to be made preserves of, to furnish wives for 
the latter. The truly pitiable surgeon who has 
hitherto endeavoured strictly to enforce the orders 
of the navy board on this head during the vojrage, 
has certainly most justly entitled himsdf tothefidl 
honour of Catholic canonization on his landings. 
And as regards the crew themselves, really poor 
Jack is planted in a perfect garden of temptation, 
when among probably a hundred of sudi fddr se-* 
ducers, and is more an object of pity than wmtk 
To see twenty wicked fingers beckoning to himk^ 
and twenty wicked eyes winking at him, at one 
and the same time, no wonder his virtu€ slKAiid 
sometimes experience a fall ! 



374 LETTERS PROM 

A very ingenious plan, however, (persevered iH' 
from the commencement of the interdictory system 
until reported to the navy board,) afforded fre^ 
licope to these amorous flirtations. The swains 
first gained over the Arguses in charge of the hos-^ 
{Htal ; forced up the piece of board nailed over the 
coal-hatchy which being under a bed-^place was 
completely hidden from view ; then, entering the 
prison, '' puffed out the rush-light^ and continued 
thmr i&te^k-'t^ie with the '^ fair penitents/' until the 
inquisitive eye of day began to blink in apon them. 

When you do> indeed, detect Jack in a slip, who 
oiEm gravely lecture him thereupon, should he nmke 
such a defence as was once made to the captain in 
my presence, on an accusation of creeping through 
the coal-hatch : — " Me, sir !" exclaimed the tar 
with an expression of surprise, " No, sir, I hopes 
I know how to behave myself better, sir, than that 
ere ; if I was going about a thing of that kind, 
I would go about it with economy, sir!"— a de- 
fence, the meaning of which could not be readily 
guessed at. 

In speaking relative to each other, the women 
always make use of the term ladies which they do 
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tilore in sober earnest than jest, and whenever the 
''frail body'' is summoned to attend for their 
cations, it is, ** Ladies, come up for your biscuits ^ 
Jsodies, come up for your pork ; Ladies , the puddings 
are ready/' and so forth ; yet, while affecting lA 
this gentility as a body, when particularizing each 
other it is plain Poll, Kate, or Sal ; Miss bemg 
very seldcmi made use of, though Mrs. usually dis- 
tinguishes the married and the elderly. 

Innocent amusements of all kinds I encouraged 
among them. They danced several times weekhf 
in the evening^ throughout the voyage ; kept up 
singing for an hour or two every night before re* 
tiring- to bed; and had occasionally regular com^ 
certs and masquerades, at which latter, dressed 
out in their gayest plumage, or disguised in fan- 
tastic habiliments, they would prolong the frolic 
tUl bed-time. Some of the passengers in the cabin 
would now and then go down into the prison to 
listen to the singers, several of whom possessed 
sweet and plaintive voices, while the fantastic airs 
and quavers ci others were ridiculous. A dame 
of about fifty, with hair formerly nut*brown» but 
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time had turned into a peppm-aad-flait 
ddoury (when decked out with a siik hamdeau-upoil 
her head, a row of ^'youthful curls'^ eomclbig 
her forehead, and a knot of artificial flowers ttacl^ 
in dandy fashion, above her ear,) would warble 
foKtli ^' the false bmer that stole my heart afoay^ 
ift a manner most languishingly amnsiiig'. ^Skim 
'> ancient' of days " had been driven by necessity 
to the state of life she had led ; for a more honest 
cieatme could not exist when want was kept fiom 
her door, while every word she spoke possessed 
tin veracity of gospel. As she affected very high 
ahns, her sentimentality verged toward the romantio, 
and she lectured and remonstrated with the others 
fai truly ludicrous style. 

I bad a sybil also on board bordering upon seventy^ 
whe had been, as she declared, forty years of that 
period in houses of correction and prisons. The 
^ flian with whom she had lived, and whose name 
she bore, was the last hung in chains on Pennenden 
Heath (I think) for highway robbery. She was 
a most trustworthy creature, and abominated a lie 
so thofoughly, that all the others were afraid to 
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comdat any misdeed in her presence, knowing old 
Nanny would disclose instantly '' the whole tnitk 
and nothing btit the trath " if called on. She was 
so well known atlast, she said, among the magis*- 
trateSy as to be often trusted with the warrant for 
her omn oomnditcdf without even an officer to ae^ 
company her to prison, where she declared she hsid 
spent the happiest days of her life ! She kept to 
a certain beat in London, sometimes cadging (beg- 
ging), sometimes trayelUng about as a timber^mer^ 
ehani (matchrselling), and meantime picking up 
what she could in the cross trade (thieving) ; fidlii^ 
into *' good practice" in this way, by accosting>i^'' 
gentlemen for charity whom she saw.cAtrptfijNflf^'' 
the streets to the Paphians, and on thrir turning ' 
about and telHng her to be off, fingering adroitly 
their watch, pocket-book, or whatever else came 
handiest to her ; then gliding slowly away gram** 
bling all the while at their not relieving -the ^ 
old creature/' From her shrivelled beldame kfK 
she was accounted a sort of witch by the nymphs 
of the pavi, and none at first would take her inte 
their mess, from the o{»nion they entertained that 
whatever evil wish she expressed was certain to 
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obme to pass. When any of them strolled oat for« 
merly in an evening on professional pursuits, and 
encountered old Nanny at the outset, they knew» if 
they could not comply with her charitable demand^ 
they might as well turn home again, as they would 
have no luck for that night ! She had many whim-^ 
ideal and facetious anecdotes relative to her exf 
ploits, but the adventure she took most pride to 
relate, was the doing of an hospital physicimi. 
Being iU with a cough and wheezing, she proceeded 
with a letter of admission to the hospital, when 
the ex^unining physician, after having looked at 
her tongue and felt her pulse, was called momei^ 
tarily away, leaving the gold watch he had been 
counting the pulse with upon the table. The sight 
of such a gem ticking at a tempting distance before 
hetf made Nanny's very finger-ends tingle, and 
operated upon her wheezing like a dose of the 
^* Gilead," — so, hastily snatching it up, she glided 
with light and nimble foot out at the door, and had 
a thimble of ruin on credit of her prize in ten 
imnutes after the '' trump had turned up." 

To the general credit of my female charge be 
it spoken, I believe there was but one barefaced 
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preteadet to Jumuty in the whole batch, and thk 
ins a tippling old '^ lady of the bed-^chamber," 
known long as a connoisseur in old plate, who had 
been convicted of pawning a couple of silTW 
qpoons and forks, which some . ** plaguey.' parti^ 
cular" individual proved a '* good title" to, and 
which she was constantly impressing most anxiously 
upon me, (while fortifying her plea of ** Not 
guilty*" by many little feeling appeals and moral 
reflections,) had come by a sort of mere accidemi 
into her possession, and .were pawned by her 
solely widi a view to their greater security until 
she had an opportunity of returning them to the 
lamily out of whose house they had illegally 
smuggled themselves in a bundle of dirty linen 
which she was carrying to the wash. Neither did 
any except this solitary immaculate make earnest 
appeals to the Divinity as to the innocence of 
offences on board widi which they were justly 
accused, or to attest the truth of falsehoods they 
were endeavourii^ to lull me over with; while 
there was not a single Scripture-quoter, such 
as we find so liberally abounding in men-ships, 
although doubtless, the worthy old moralist before 
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spoken of would haye freed the ship from -tfaif 
stigma had she beeu able to read. Therer w&rtf 
it is tme, several reHgiously disposed h 
among them *' past their grand cUmacterie 
conned over their Bibles very sedulously duriv 
the voyage, but who doted too lovingly upon tb 
** ruin" to allow any moral maxims they in%lU 
have imbibed profiting them much after hmdiag-. 
One of these, now servant to a friend of mine i|| 
Sydney, (and a most excellent servant in other rar 
spects,) has never been an hour from home y^ 
without being ** overcome by the spirit," and re> 
quiring to be trundled to her domicile on a handt 
barrow, or shouldered like a sack of potatoeik 
Indeed, I have observed, that the very best sept 
vants, and all the moralizing, tmd philosophissing 
classes among them, are drunkards. The Bibles 
with which each female was supplied were tiaken 
good care of; but as they knew these would be all 
mustered at the end of the voyage, this consciona^ 
ness might have bad some effect, for the greater 
portiop of the religiom tracts which were pronuflpr 
cuously distributed quickly disappeared; and in 
what way, my picking up. a shred of one of them 
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one samy mcMning' in Noyember, when a Coterie 
of these uymphs w^e unptipering their curb, 
iMitirfactorily demonstrated. My best thanks are 
certainly due to my feinale flock, for saving me 
the fdly of reading to them every Sunday (as 
requested of me by a worthy individual^ who has 
been long endeavouring to improve the wretched 
inmates of our prisons) a closely-written fools- 
cap sheet of excellent moral and religious advice, 
addressed to them by Margaret Stewart, a mira^ 
oulously converted Paphian, who had *' got into 
trouble'' by imposbg herself as Lady Erskine's 
waiting^maid upon a credulous dress-maker, into 
whose esteem she had at once insinuated herself, 
by ordering full suits of mourning for her lady- 
ship and all her retinue. 

This essence of gentility, as my informants stated, 
finding on her arrival in Newgate what a ffood 
thing the leading of a pood life was, soon out- 
stripped all competitors in austerity of morals and 
religions fervour, when the individuals it was her 
aim to delude were present, or when she was 
pretty sure they would hear of it; while before her 
c<mfidants no one could more merrily frisk about 
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or more fully eigoy the fun of the profitable htrnx 
the was carrying on. She was even so anxious lo 
acquire the esteem of. those who coinpassioiiated 
her case, as to be at the pains of haying a letter 
written in London addressed to herself (as if from 
some sympathizing relation in har native Scotland) 
forwarded to a friend in Edinburgh, and trans- 
joitted back to Newgate, bewailing '^ dear Mar- 
garet's unfortunate condition, which, as a lineal 
.descendant of the kings of Scotland, was a degra- 
dation her forefathers could never have antici- 
pated." Now, all letters to prisoners being exa- 
.mined at Newgate, a prodigious efTect was pro- 
duced, as Margaret well knew it would be, by this 
claim set up on her part to participation of royal 
blood ! 

Being busily occupied on the two first Sundays 
after it was put into my hands, I did not read the 
moral lecture of the pious Margaret, as requested ; 
some of my flock however seemed disinclined that 
I should overlook it, inquiring every now and then 
with a significant smile, '^ When are you going to 
read Margaret Stewart's /e^^er, sir?" — I confess 
myself so dull, that their smirking queries never 
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generated suspicion in my mind, and I shonld pro* 
haiAy have remained in ignorance both of Maf- 
garef s hypocrisy and royal descent, had not one of 
the number most charitably unfolded to me the 
genuine history of the religieuse.. 

The intelligent matron of the Female factory at 
Paramatta informed me that there was a " Mar* 
garet" also in the female convict-ship she took pas- 
sage in, who had attained to such religious and 
moral pevfectiiUity, that the surgeon at times in« 
trusted to her the reading of the church service, 
when my informant hearing '' peals of laughter" 
instead of '' notes of praise " bursting every now 
•and then from the deck below, leant her ear, on 
one of these occasions, over the hatchway, and 
found the source of all the fun to be in the humo- 
rous manner^ in which the canonical delegate was 
burlesquing the service. This pattern-convict is 
now in the service of a dissenting clergyman in the 
colony, into whose good graces she has so effec- 
tually prayed herself, that she is looked upon by the 
simple family as a perfect phoenix in moral excel- 
ience, her voice being always loudest at the hymn. 
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and qaoting Scripture with a facilky which woirid 
pai many a dignitary of the char<^ tothe blush ;— ^ 
but as, according to my informant^ she bad been 
made *' keeper of the k»j/s'* upon late ooeasions 
during the family's absence, the harvest of her re- 
formation would ere long be reaped by her be- 
lieving friends in a manner which might furnish a 
subject for a condemned sermon. 

The observations relative to the reform of the 
men, when ccmgregated in large bodies, apply 
equally to the wpmen. Indeed, the specimen of 
reform which the Penitentiary at Milbank faus 
shown forth must now, I think, havefuUy duqieHed 
the delusion of this mode of attainiag it. The vdi- 
leys of curses that assailed the ears, and showers of 
mouldy crusts and well-picked bones that, ratded 
about the heads, of a noble patron of that esta- 
blishment, and the coterie of lady companions he 
had beguiled to hear a sermon there, (in order to 
demonstrate the triumphant progress morality had 
made among the female inmates), must have satis- 
fied the lady visitors, on recovering from tkmr 
hysterics and fainting fits, how unprofitably the 
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pfublic money had beeb expended in the buiUin||^ 
Four of these vmry damsels went ont with me after 
being dismissed as reformed from the Penitentiary^ 
who, as might be expecled, had returned again to 
their old habits, and seoored a mittimus to the 
colony. 

Batches of old bagnio prima donnas and mag- 
netic-fingered friends will come <»i board before 
leaving !&igland dressed g^ly out, representing 
themselves as the desponding or sympathizing a&* 
quaintances of some of the unfortunates, (whom 
they famish with most excellent characters pre- 
vioua4D their ** having got into trouble ;") and as 
the recdly respectable relations of others endeavour 
to bespeak your favour likewise, it is difficult to 
distinguish. Those however whcMU you see come 
familiarly takdphasanily up to their relations, yea 
may mark down as '' no better than they should 
be," while to diose whom you never detect with a 
smile upon their faces, but who remain with sad 
and tearful eoimtenances all the time they are an 
board, you may generally attach some credit. I 
was however most scientifically duped at Sydney 
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by one of these toeqpers. On coming out of my 
cabin the morning after arrival, my eye was snd* 
denly arrested by an affecting scene on the qaarter- 
deck, the dramatis persoose of which were a re- 
spectable-looking old lady and a young unfortu- 
nate, who sat moping together upon a carronade- 
slide, their arms round each other's necks, and 
sobbing and showering down their tears most 
abundantly. I walked forward and inquired in a 
soothing tone of the y^ierable dame if she was 
the girFs mother ? '' No, sir : no, sir !" sobbed out 
this paragon of sensibility, ** but I am the same 
as a mother, sir, for I brought her up from the 
time she was an infant, and I love her as if she 
was the dearest child I have, sir !" — " Do not, my 
good woman," said I, '' take it so much to heart ; 
think rather how happy it is that you are here, 
and able, I hope, to do something for her." — ** Oh 
that I will, sir, that I will!" sobbed she: '* I 
intend applying for her and taking her home to my 
own house, sir, and, thank God, I have it in my^ 
power to do something for my dear Mary, for she 
was always a good girlT I now addressed myself 
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to her protegee, charging her to conduct herself as 
became her toward one who had such an evident 
regard for her, and took so much interest in her 
welfare, which she promised to do. Now, Mary 
had a sister on board, transported for the same rob- 
bery ; and while the old lady adopted herfayoarite, 
the sbter was assigned to another '* worthy Chris* 
tian friend." About a fortnight after, I was in- 
formed by a clergyman of Sydney, that this same 
tender-hearted old dame had reyiyed her acquaint- 
ance with the girls for purposes of an infamous 
description, which being speedily discovered, Mary 
was separated from her; while the sister, whose 
master had proposed the enjoyment of her inti- 
macy, quitted his service in affected horror — on 
finding her intended inamorato both old and ugly. 
If mewing the women up in Penitentiaries seldom 
produces any other than mere outward show, too 
great severity observed at the outset here is rather 
prejudicial than otherwise. Those who have been 
most strictly kept under during the voyages to 
New South Wales, have invariably turned out the 
worst, for a time at least. The wild buoyancy 
of their dispositions being bridled by the Boyete 
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restraints imposed upon them, tUey irerd like wan- 
ton colts loosened from the stall wben^they lawi- 
ed, and in the fulness of their delight on being- at 
lest freed from the galling yoke, broke out into «U 
manner of extravagancies. 

The women, aft^r being mustered <m boevd, 
are sent up by waiter' to the Paramatta factory, 
and assigned to service by the council, every en- 
couragement being giv-en to marriage by the pre- 
sent governor, who is aware that the best species 
of reform is that which the wants of the married 
state bring about ; the new ties and new dati^ 
thus called into play, being the likeliest of all poa^ 
sible incitements to produce amendment by im- 
pelling to labour and industry, m order to cherish 
and more effectually fulfil them. Where the fer 
male does not amount to an eighth of the male 
population, no wonder crimes of the deepest die 
should prevail amongst individuals naturally so 
depraved; therefore, except. for the purposes of 
punishment, no womenought to be kept in the fac- 
tory, but allowed their free liberty, taking Care to 
puuish them for drunkenness or common pr^jitite^ 
tion, reserving the factory only as an asylum in 
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oaaas of destStntiwi and old nge. lltd WMien be- 
ing almost inyloriably ted kMny by fh^ tll6n» ire 
ought to view Aeir offinees -mtfte wHh An ye of 
|iity than of anger, and reform ratheir than pittush* 
ment should be our objeet; If by the dnptiresdion 
of one orime^ yon oreate another soine thbnsanid 
times, worse, you i^iirely demnot deem yourself do^ 
ing good. 

Thii8» mermmg theseTOterans in Vice up in the fiEU>- 
tory, when such a dispfority of sexes exists amon^ 
«s» Hot only tends materially to <$heek the adtimee- 
maftt of popnlatiim in our young edBimuAity» bilt 
gives rise to the most abominable of crimes, %h9e 
mmiili^rtly tending to the seductioii and prostittn 
tion . of our young colonial females, ifhe may be 
justly said to be sacrificed to the fimciful specula- 
tion of preserving an ideal morality among our 
depraved EngBsh importations. The government 
here was forced.into this system by the dieoristsof 
the dayf who, in their jseal for introducing a ifitf- 
toiitffli among us, avert their eyes frcHB the gross 
worldly results to which their Utopian speeuhi^ 
ti^as lead. 
The love matches among this portion 6lf Mr 

VOL. II. V 
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population certainly often savour not a little of 
the romance of olden times. Not a few of our 
factory fair have been wooed and won by a sort of 
telegpraphic courtship, carried on by means of hand 
and handkerchief signals from a commanding emi- 
nence overlooking the domicile of these nymphs, 
the most puzzling point for the love-lorn swain 
being that of finding out the name of his pledged 
bride, in order to obtain her release from the po- 
lice bench for the consummation of their nuptials. 
Not a few happy matches have resulted, too, from 
tender attachments formed within the love-inspi- 
ring walls of the lock-up house ; nay, it is even 
asserted that such have taken place when the sen- 
timental couple were in the course of initiation in 
*^ revolutionary principles" at Cubit's peripatetic 
seminary. 

A twelvemonth scarce has passed, indeed, since 
a rich and amorous Sydney youth, with the bloom 
of fifty-six summers on his cheeks, was linked 
in love's dear bands with one of our pretty peni- 
tents, from whose eyes he first drank in the sweet 
infection while his ** fairest of the fair " was per- 
forming public penance on a market day, (with 
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her gown-tait drawn over her head,) for dabbling 
too deeply in strong'waters on the preceding eve- 
ning. 

Owing to Jthe dearth of ^^ female loyelines" in 
the colony, there is always an eager competition 
of suitors among onr lowly swains for every vacant 
hand that presents itself. Onr wo-begone widows 
are frequently, in fact, scarce permitted to give 
their monmiDg weeds the benefit of a second day's 
sunning before they are entangled in another 
matrimonial web ; and indeed some of onr easily- 
wooed brides may be said to trip off to church 
wiping the widow's tear from the one eye, and 
bluiking blithely with the other upon the *^ happy, 
happy swain '^ who is bearing his prize trium- 
phantly away. A friend of mine, but a novice 
in colonial phraseology, having an audience ear* 
nestly begged of him one evening by his bux- 
om washerwoman, was, to his no small astonish, 
ment, solicited for an advance of two dollars to 
enable her to get married in the morning. '< Mar- 
ried!" exclaimed my friend; '^ why you told me 
only three days ago that you had a husband in 
England.'' '' So I did, sir," sighed the fair; ''but 
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I have received a letter since, ac<q[!iaiiiting me that 
he has suffered/* " Suffered!^ re-echoed my tin- 
sophisticated fiiendy dropping his voice down to 
the tipider ley ; ** deat me, what has he suffered? ** 
** He has been hanged^ sir," wfainipered the peti- 
tioner; and clinking the dollars hlto her pocket, 
she tripped out of doors to sblac^ h^r widowed 
heart with the joys of a second husband,-— Married 
women ought indeed to be divorced on transpbrta- 
tion, because they might then marry Ugally here, 
whilst at present they generally wed in the colony 
in defiance of former unions in England ; our cler- 
gymen having no positive means of knowing whe- 
ther such have been contracted or not, and ftrw of 
them, I believe, being very particular about the 
matter, as even the most evangelical must adihit, 
that it is more seemly for a couple to live deceiitly 
together under the respectable cloak of matrimony, 
thaJQ in open adultery. 

( Women are in fact one of the best and itibst" 
patriotic consignments that could be sent out to 
our rising country. Even furthering a few ship- 
loads of volunteers from the streets of overgrown 
towns in Britain would benefit greatly our convict 
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commiinity ;— rbeqefit Bia9 the places from whence 
the; ought be despatched ; ^nd benefit the wretched 
creatures themselves, by enabling them to begin a. 
new and usefal life in another country. 

The inauspicious is^ue of the experimental mis- 
sion of the Twelve Apostles * some years back- 
has, I fear, operated against future speculations 
of this kind; a goodly proportion of that cho- 
sen band having been found in a matronly way 
(hanging in a sort of sentimental love-trance round> 
the necks of the sympathizing tars) by the rever. 
rend inspector who visited them on arrival, tooertify. 
as to their high state of mwral improvement. But 
even admitting the worst in this case, stUI the 
situation of these unfortunates must be now oat 
of all comparison superior to their former debased 
condition in England; while the colony cannot but 
have profited by such an acquisition as twelve 
young healthy females, destined perhaps to become 
mothers of virtuous families, and thus to increase the 
amount of our industrious population. Their si:^dden 

• Twelve mifarimmat girU^ who bad been sent oat by 
some religiooB societ j, to get either placet or husbands i^ 
New Soath Wales. They were so named by the sailors* 
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prolifickness doubtless arises partly from change of 
climate producing a corresponding change iu coH* 
stitution, but may chiefly be ascribed to an alteration 
of hmbits. The same efibct we see coming into 
play among the street-perambulators in EnglaDd, 
since it became fashionable to renovate their con- 
stitutions by short sentences to wholesome prison 
diet, and the wholesome discipline of the tread- 
mill. The fruitful effects of these measures most 
of the parishes frequented by such damsels can 
abundantly testify. The facetious clergyman of a 
manufacturing village in the North seemed to un- 
derstand this matter well also: — no illegitimate 
children had been for a long while forthcoming in 
the parish, till change of times caused a dispersion 
of the manufcLcturingestahlishment, when a sudden 
fecundity ensued. A worthy elder, shocked at the 
scandal of such a numerous illegal progeny being 
all ''on the stocks" at once, waited on his pastor 
to condole upon the subject, and take steps to 
avert, as he deemed it, the "increasing depra- 
vity," — ^but was checked by his reverend friend 
pulling him gently by the sleeve, and whispering 
in his ear, " No, no, James, no, no ; instead of 



NEW SOUTH WALES. 295 

viewing sach as tokens of increasing depravity, I 
hail them, James, as the first signs of returning 
morality.^* So we may say of our female exiled 
population ; pointing to the fine and numerous 
families which they tear as triumphant proofs of 
their moral regeneration. 



LETTERS PROM 



LETTER XXXII, 

It being a most important consideration to the 
mother country, that the system of convict disci- 
pline in New South Wales should be so regulated 
as to insure the punishment as well as the reform 
of every offender sent out, in order that criminals 
may be deterred from the commission of crime in 
England by the terrors of transportation, instead 
of as heretofore often courting it as a desirable 
object, — ^a few hints regarding the accomplishment 
of these points may not be unacceptable. 

In the first place, then, a uniform list ought to 
accompany e^n^ party of convicts forwarded to 
the hulks from whatever jail in the kingdom, con- 
taining (in separate columns) each criminars name, 
(alphabetically arranged,) his age, trade, description, 
place, and date of trial ; together with the parti- 
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cular natare of his crime, his sentence, and, lastly, 
the character he has previously borne. This latter 
point ought to be diligently investigated by the 
ccmunitting magistrates, from the clergyman of 
the criminal's parish; from the individuals with 
whom he has worked; and from the constables 
and magistrates of the place. As it is, the charac- 
ters furnished to the hulks by jailors or turnkeys 
can be very little depended on. 

Again, when the convicts embark from the hulks 
for the colony, a copy of this list should accom-* 
pany them, duly examined and certified by some 
responsible individual from the secretary of state's 
office; as these lists being at present made out by 
a convict-clerk, the difference of half-a-crown will 
make a man either saint or fiend. 

On arrival in Sydney, the police magistrate, 
accompanied by two others, should repair on board 
the ship; examine each individual separately, to 
verify the descriptive remarks ; and^according to 
the nature of his crime and previous character, 
sentence him to work a certain period, in single or 
double irons, in a penal gang employed in the 
distant interior of the colony upon road and 
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bridge making, or clearing portions pf l^tnd for 
prospective settlers (as suggested in the ^ble let- 
ters of Mr, Eagar) ; and in fencing fields, putting 
Vp stockyards, and building dwellingxhouses, to be 
pai4 for by the settler in yearly instalments of 
wheat. Every six months, three magistrates should 
make the circuit of these gangs ; examine all such 
^ have served their allotted time, and, if certified 
on oath by the superintendant and overseer to have 
worked and behaved well during that period, re- 
lease them from their irons, and assign them to 
the employ of a settler for a period of four years : 
^his term being also served, the convicts should 
be carried before another bench of magistrates, and 
their masters and overseers again certifying on 
oath to their good behaviour, a " ticket of leave'* 
might be conferred upon them, entitUng them ^o 
work for their own benefit in any part of the 
colony ; but if failing, in either of the above ca3e$, 
to establish a good character both as a workman 
and otherwise, each man should be placed in the 
penal gang for a fixed period again. 

When an individual has enjoyed the privilege 
of a ticket of leave for two years, and maintained 
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an unimpeachable reputation during that time, 
emancipation might follow as a matter of course. 
The convict would thus have three periods of pro- 
bation before he could attain his freedom in the 
colony ; and knowing the strict examination that 
would be made at these periods both as to his 
being a good workman and a well-behaved person^ 
he would be more unremitting in his endeavours ; 
particularly as he would see a certainty of acquiring 
his freedom in a fixed time by good conduct. 

The convict's time ought never to be length- 
ened in a settler's employ for misconduct, but he 
should at once be disposed of in a penal gang; 
because many of the settlers would otherwise be 
induced to make frivolous complaints against their 
good servants in order to keep them the longer ; whUe 
a settler's employ would be made to appear in the 
eyes of the convicts generally as a punishment in- 
stead of a reward. Nothing but bodily infirmity 
should ever prevent a convict (whatever his former 
respectability may have been) from passing through 
these probationary periods ; while he ought not to 
be allowed to entertain the most distant hope of 
having such periods mitigated by good conduct, 
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baf It §€Tkflmtjf of hnviiig tbep ^eni^^ii^ by &a^» 
Th^ d^priviitioa of all hop^ before tbe f ulfilsieiii 
i9f the pmod fii(e4 iv^uld be itself ft pwifltooovt, 
md therefore ought to be coosi^eve^ vbefi 9^»r 
tenpe is given ; beenoae it should be kppt 91 mw» 
tbat the pujoishmept ought g?iiferally to ^ at ^^ist 
bat fts 8»Tfre fts ^^iraum^tjiiioes wUl a4fl»it, wbevor 
by the public as well 93 the criming ar^ alike 
gainers. 

It would be a good rule tP a^wgn uo mere of 
tibese iudiyiduak hereafter to lEcpid^to m. the 
county of ^]l^B).berlaud ; but li0t ilm oounty be 
}Lgsgt B» a f r^fffve for the free and the tioketr 
of-leave men to labour id* as the labour af &e6 
fann-«ervants is at present nearly as cheap Uiere 
as the labour of convicts, 

Tp keap the pmial gangs secure during the 
nighty let a stout waggon upon low wJhe^ be eon^ 
structed> twelve feet long and m broad, clasped 
together with iron bars, and covered with plates of 
jihe same metal, to prevent its bw^ eut through, 
-r«-and loop*holes and slides at top and bettom for 
tl^e.admisfiion of air. Two sleeping-berths oa eaeh 
aide lengthwise, and two again above thesf , wKmld 
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eigbt individuals in eadi vraggon, to 
))a locked in during iho night. These waggons 
night alieays be moyed. along so as to ha kept near 
the work ; while a £bw sheets of bark, or bfanohas 
of trees, wonld shelter them during the dajr fieom 
the sum The convicts in t)iese penal gangs should 
have no oonunnnicatioo oither verbally or in wvi* 
ting with any one in the colony, except through 
the medium of their overseers, so as by keeping all 
knowledge of the countiy from them, to make it 
more difficult for them to escape,-*while their beads 
ahouid be kept dose shaved, to admit their easier 
reoogoition. Task w<MPk should invariably be hud 
leoouffae to when it can be attamed;and the super-* 
mtjandanoe, ought to be of the most ^icient dch 
9criptioi|,if it is wished to make government labour 
a puwhtmnt instead of, as hitherto, an itmuse- 
m0nt (besides being the ruin of every x^onvict emt 
ployed in it, owing to the la«y profligate habits he 
therein acquires). 

The superintendants should be intrusted wUh 
the aole power of punishing ; and to admit of this, 
they ought to be all magistrates. It is evident 
how loose the discipline of a regiment wouM be> if 
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the colonel had to take every soldier to a magis- 
trate before awarding even a slight punishment ; 
Hnd the system of convict discipline should be 
modelled strictly on military surveillance. 

Other descriptions of penal gangs should be in* 
Stituted for the appropriation of convicts foimd 
guilty of any crime in the colony/or returned from 
settlers as lazy^ insolent, or the like; wherein 
to work out in double or single irons the sentences 
awarded them. These latter gangs should be em^^ 
ployed in the older settled portions of the territory 
in simiFar species of labour to the former; their 
diet, however, be of an inferior description, and 
consist principally of maize meal, the cakes and 
homony made from which are abhorred by all our 
convicts ; but which being a wholesome, cheap, 
and nutritious food, is on all accounts well suited 
to them. Whether in depriving an individual of 
a ticket of leave, or sentencing him to a penal 
gang, the periods should be always limited, and no 
consideration ought to occasion their curtailment 
when once sentence is passed and approved by 
the governor ; and when slavery for life is the least 
punishment that can be awarded, it ought to be dis- 
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tinetly explained to the culprit, that he may enter-^ 
tain no hope whatever of release. It might possir 
bly be necessary to transport a few of the most 
desperate to Norfolk Island, but the greater por** 
tion of them would be safely and more beneficially 
employed in forwarding improvements in the co^* 
U^^Ji by which the expenses of their maintenance 
might be more than defrayed- 

The great objection hitherto against clearing 
gangs has been the impossibility of confining them 
at night, in consequence of which they were ena-^ 
Ued to prowl about the country after dusk plun- 
dering the settlers and travellers on the road; 
-*but confinement in waggons would obviate all 
this. Good overseers, with a small party of mili- 
tary or armed policemen to each penal gang, would 
amply suffice to keep them in order, assisted by a 
few armed natives to trace and bring them back in 
case of desertion. A simple and comprehensive 
code of laws (adapted solely to the convicts) ar- 
ranged in the manner of the Articles of War, should 
also be passed the colonial council, printed and 
pasted upon a board and hung up in a conspicuous 
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part, to be read by each gsng, and also distributed 
among the settlers for the like purpose. 

All o£Eenoes committed by convicts ought to be 
tried by a court of five magistrates. Itisabamd' 
to allow men suffering the penalties of the law all 
the privileges which f^ee-men are in these rei^>e6ts 
entitled to, and to have the advantage of all 
the delays and legal quibbles which the usual 
jury trials admit. The law with them should 
be expeditiously carried into effect, and no legal 
subtlety ought to Screen a criminal when proved 
guilty of another crime. These benches of magis- 
trates should have the power of sentencing to 
death, and increasing the criminars sentence of 
transportation or labour in a penal gang to an inde- 
finite period, — always however having the sentence 
sanctioned by the governor with advice of the 
chief justice, when death is awarded or when 
exceeding four years' increased transportation or 
labour. When the brave men fighting the battles 
of their country are amenable to a court of military 
officers for every offence they can commit^ why 
should not individuals expelled that country for 
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their crimes, be amenaUe to a court of intelligent 
and respectable magistrates ? 

The' reformation of prison discipline forms another 
object of great importance to the welfare of the 
mother country ; as long as a prisoner comes out of 
jdl a worse man than he went in, it must be con- 
fessed to be a very melancholy state of things. 

Thcgreat imperfection of our prison arrangements 
is^ that prisoners for every variety of offence are 
sd mingled as to make a jail more a place of con- 
vivial enjoyment thian of punishment; while, instead 
of the principles of the prisoners undergoing re- 
farmaiian, they become more and more corrupted, 
from the recital of larcenous Bdventui^s and ex- 
change of larcenous opinions. After leaving prison, 
too, the individual wh)o had been sent there for 
some petty ofience is recognised as a fellow-suf- 
ferer by the depraved characters he may have been 
associated with, whose company he is consequently 
inveigled into, and his morals thoroughly polluted. 
If therefore a jail could be so constructed that none 
of its inmates could exchange a word with each 
other, or even see each other's faces, and conse- 
quently never be able to know who were . im- 
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mured along with them, the above evib would be 
avoided. 

This might be accomplished in the following 
mamier. Let a series of cells of strong oak be 
constructed, nine feet by four and a half, and seven 
high, hooped round with iron bars, and covered with 
plates of the same^ to prevent being cut through, 
having a strong iron grating at top, and a sliding 
or folding cover with a bulls*eye in it which the 
prisoner could open and shut, and small port-holes 
and slides at the bottom for admission of air. A 
hammock slung between two rings might serv6 for 
a bed, setting the bed-clothes out to air daily: the 
cells being all placed under a common open shed, 
having a warm air-pipe passing up between them 
and communicating by a stop-cock with each cell 
to admit the prisoner warming it in cold we^ 
ther, or whenever requisite. These cells being 
placed on trucks could be moved out into the open 
air to give the prisoners the benefit of a sunning 
in fine weather, while the nine-feet-length of each 
would afibrd quite sufficient space to take exer- 
cise in when its inmate became accustomed to that 
limitation, as any one who has been at sea can 
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amply testify. A narrow gaBerj overiiead, extend^ 
ing the whole length of the shed, would serve as a 
place for the watdunan or patnrfe, to prevent eon- 
versationy and gnard against escape. The prisoner^ 
would not be enabled to see or speak to each other 
in the cells ; while on their being placed at the 
mill or allowed to walk out upon occasion, they 
should be dressed in loose flannel frocks having 
the number of their cell painted thereupon, and have 
tin masks on, so roomy as to admit of wiping their 
faced without taking them off, during labour. 
• A jail of this description would thus consist but of 
a high wall enclosing rows of open sheds with a few 
necessary buildings for the officers, &c., and could 
n6t possibly cost one-third of what jails commonly 
do ; while, as this solitary confinement would be 
one-third worse than the mode of imprisonment 
now followed, the period of incarceration might be 
rdatively reduced, and the expenses to the country 
reduced in the same ratio, while the prisoner, by 
obtaining his liberty earlier, would also be a gainer. 
In large towns, where ground is valuable, arched 
galleries might rise in successive stories above 
each iHOmt • pfurtitMrned off into cells admitting 
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a free ventilation through them, the arcliirRjni 
having doors on account of the greats exposure 
fron^ height. The galleries might thus form a 
^uare, with the other requisite buildings in the 
centre. But the greatest advantage of all is, that 
the prisoners ^rould never be able to know who 
their jailmate^ were, or recognise each other. 6m 
liberation f so that the man who was. sent to prison, 
would come out of it at least no woree than when 
he went ip. Prisoners ought also to be earned 
masked to and from the court houses and poMoa 
offices to the jails, by, which means the degra- 
ding exposure of handcuffed individuals through 
the str^t3 M^ould be avoided. 

The ba^ effects resulting from the publicily o£ 
punishments are no less worthy of consideriition. 
Although it has long been acknowledged that thi» 
]priri)licity has no power in deterring from crime, 
public punishments still continue to outrage the 
best feelings of the community. They however 
not merely do not deter, but actually operate 
in a contrary way, by hardening and debainng 
the feelings of individuals, and making them 
value these punishments less by reason of their 
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fiunfliaiitjr wtdi ttea duni they oAerwue wodU 
do. A man who has been in the haUt of witneH^ 
ing pdblk pnniahnienii of any kmd must fed 
witii what different aensafions he eontemplated 
the firgt instance to Ae hut^ and wiD be led to 
confess that, even bad as they are, his imagination 
had pamted them a& mnch worse. The first time 
I saw a man fiogged, every lash made me wince as 
if it had faHen njxm my own shoulders ; bnt now I 
could see a back scarified without moving a muscle. 
In England, we have such a horrot of the cruel 
and bloody guillotines that an attempt at its intro- 
duction might endanger the public peace ; while in 
France our barbarous hanging is no less abhor*^ 
rent to public feeHng, eocA countryman thinHng 
worut ijf thai which he has never witnessed* Dan- 
gers unseen indeed always produce a much more 
appalling effect upon the mind than those witlT 
which the eyos are familiar ; while our feelings, at 
first melted by the sight of every moving specta* 
cle, defy by gradual inurement the most horrific ! 
The boy fresh from school, who would quake at 
even the probable casualty of a bloody nose, will, 
in the course of a short campaign, rush feariess to 
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the cannoD's mouthy prodigal of the lives of his 
fellow-creatures and equally regardless of his owo# 

MariuSy from accustoming his troops to the 
fierce and savage looks of the Gaulish invaders, 
was at length urged by them to lead them to vie- 
tory, against that very enemy, at whose name they 
formerly trembled, but of whom knowledge led to 
contempt. Can it be with this view that legisla- 
tors familiarize individuals to the sight of capital 
punishments ; — to make them think lightly of the 
gallows, and steel their minds preparatory to the 
trial when their own turn may come ? 

Every effort ought to be made to impress power- 
fully upon the imagination of the multitude the 
terrible nature of our punishments, without per- 
mitting them to be actual spectators thereof. The 
having a black board, bearing in large letters the 
names, ages, and crimes of the delinquents, posted 
up conspicuously before the prison ; a black flag 
with emblems of death hung out; a minute-bell 
tolled until the criminals issued from their cells; 
and the clergyman to appear briefly with them on 
a stage in front of the prison, and kneeling with 
them to call upon the multitude to join in prayer on 
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behalf of the unhappy colpriti : — I think it might 
be at least vorth the serioiu coiuideratiini of the 
leg^blatnre whether these Bolemnities, or Boch ai 
these — this displa; of the " pomp aod circnm- 
stance " of death — this appeal, in fact, to the ima- 
gination (whose peculiar property it is to exagge- 
rate), — may not be far better calculated to answer 
the purposes of warning and deterring than the 
actual brutal exhibitioD, notoriously turned by the 
reprobate into a disgusting joke. 
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to the goYemmeDt at home. Thk is a most 
inqwrtant iBiprovenittit relative to colonial le- 
gisktioii ; while it operates as a strong check 
upon any oppressiye or rash act on the part of 
the goyemor, it in no way diminishes his autho- 
rity when directed in a right course, — and indeed 
renders it on the whole more firm and respected, 
and government acts less liable to be made objects 
of personal cavil or animosity, — as he can always 
defeat opposition when carried to an extreme dan* 
geroas to the safety of the colony, and yet in« 
curs a serious responsibility when he frees himself 
firom the control of the council. — ^The legidative 
council consists chiefly of government officers, to 
whom two landholders and a merchant are added, 
with the chief justice as president. It is autho- 
rised to impose taxes, and pass laws for the benefit 
of the colony, provided these li^ws are certified by 
the chief justice to be conformable in spirit to 
those of England. Its sittings are secret, and in- 
deed the members are sworn to reveal nothing that 
passes at those sitting^, so that the good f<dks of the 
colony actually know nothing of what is in embryo 
fcNT them either in the way of blessing or other- 

VOL. II. 
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wise, (and the measures have hitherto been pretty 
equally divided in that respect,) until the profound 
meditations of the tribunal are blazoned forth in 
due form in the gazette, to fill the colonists with 
joy or with consternation. The chief justice hav- 
ing the veto on all colonial acts, he is made in 
fact the sole depositary of legislative power in the 
colony, a power with which no man however worthy 
ought to be intrusted; while all the council .sit- 
tings being in private, and its acts kept secret 
also. until finally passed and published, the respec- 
tive members are not urged onward in the path of 
the public good by that honourable rivalry wiiich 
pride, vanity, or patriotism, tends to produce when 
roused into action by the stimulating excitement 
that publicity, afibrds, while each is deprived 
likewise of all the merit of possible opposition to 
measures in embrjro for which when passed into 
laws all are equally blamed or praised, and thus the 
pride of the individual members leads them to 
advocate the continuance of laws to which they 
were originally opposed. — ^Thus, as was to be ex- 
pected, little or no alteration is ever made in the 
acts as presented by the chief justice to the council. 
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unless the personal interests or personal feelings of 
some of the members are brought into play : — 
vfaoy in general, cares aboat a measure which does 
not materially interest him personally, and for 
which, however zealously he may exert himself to 
improve or promote it, he will never gain one iota 
of credit? as he dares not even publicly lipnt at the 
benefits he may have conferred without an actual 
commission of perjury, being sworn to keep council 
discussion strictly secret. In fact (as might have 
been anticipated), any other subjects rather than 
those they are summoned to deliberate on form the 
usual topics of discussion, — as I heard one of the 
honourable members once laughingly dedare ta a 
fKend who was solemnly holding forth upon the 
supposed hot debates that must have taken place 
with regard to an act of council newly passed! 
From reveded specimens of tbfi conversati<m on 
these occasions, it would appear that the sittings of 
our honourable council are occupied less with the 
discussion of the legislative acts laid before then, 
than with such important matters as the jmoe of 
eggs and butter on the last market^ay. Befora 
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any one thoughtlessly laughs at this, let him put 
the matter to the test of his own conscience, and 
he will be disposed to confess that under simikor 
circimistances his own conduct would be the 
same. There is no safety in fact for colonial pros- 
perity in such a state of things, because when their 
own interests are not particularly affected, indivi- 
duals, as we see every day, allow the public interests 
to give them very little serious concern. — Had 
there been any tobacco growers or distillers in the 
council that passed the inconsiderate act reducing 
so inmiensely and without a moment's warning the 
high duties on foreign tobacco and spirits imposed 
with a view to encourage those of colonial growth 
and manufacture, — or had the public been aware of 
their intentions, — such a hasty and baneful measure 
(which not only frustrated the hopes of the coiony 
being soon capable of supplying itself with these 
essential articles, but absolutely plundered those 
who had commenced tobacco growing or colonial 
distillation, on the faith of the act of the British 
parliament, of the fair gains which their under*- 
taldngs would have insured to them) would never 
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have been projected, or at all events so vigo- 
rously opposed, that its doom would have been 
instantly sealed. 

One chief justice and a puisni judge sit in 
civil and criminal causes in the colonial courts, two 
magisterial assessors assisting in civil causes i$ 
both parties do not agree to a jury trial, and mili- 
tary and naval officers on full or half pay officiating 
in criminal causes, — such being recommended by 
the commissioner of inquiry on account of its being 
considered dangerous in the existing stote of ex- 
cited feeling between the emigrants and eman- 
cipists to trust either singly with power, while 
conjointly their efforts are liot likely to lead to any 
very harmonious issue. There is an attorney and 
solicitor-general also for the colony, one of whom 
presides at the courts of quarter-sessions held at 
Sydney, P&ramatta, Liverpool, Windsor, Bath- 
urst, and Newcastle. Juries officiate on these 
occasions, the qaaUfiksation being regulated by 
property, as in England ; but indiyiduals who have 
formerly been convicts are only allowed to sit 
when whitewashed by an l|^nnditional pardon. 
The number necessary on ejm jury is the same as 
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in England, and their decision must also be hdbiu-' 
mouSy — the bad effects of both of which must be 
apparent to the most ordinary comprehension, 
enabling as it has done here (as well as in Eng- 
land) a single individual to defeat the ends of 
justice, — ^while operating oppressively on the thinly 
peopled districts, and injuriously to the public 
good, in calling the whole of the respectable por- 
tion of the population away from the superin- 
tendanceof their convict establishments, — and that 
too at times when their private interests may par- 
ticularly demand their presence. Sentences award* 
ed by our criminal and quarter-session courts, are 
usually also marked by the same inconsistency 
as in England, — seven years, fourteen years, or 
transportation to a penal station for life, being 
the only modifications of the amount of punish- 
ment considered as equitable ; as much as to say 
that crimes do not proceed in a progressive style of 
enormity, so as to require punishments commensu- 
rate with their amount, but that the second gn^ade is 
invariably twice as bad as the first, while the third 
exceeds both these again in an unreasonable propor- 
tion, and i\ie fourth is expiated by no pxmishment 



NSW SOUTH WALBS. 319 

short of death. All the beautifiil legal technicali* 
ties which adorn our English laws^ and serve to fill 
the minds of culprits with joy and the pockets of 
Ia¥ryers with money, have been duly imported too 
with the former, and are made duly available as 
well in the cases of convicts even at the very tn- 
siant suffering the sentence of the law, as in those 
of free men who had never before committed an 
offence. Thus, if an individual transported from 
England for having been accessary to a murder 
there should commit another the moment of his ar- 
rival, and the indictment should make some trifling 
mistake in the name of the murdered person or of 
the murderer, or in the names or occupations of 
their parents, or the manner how, or instrument 
by which the deed was done, the culprit is merely 
sent back to a sinecureship in a government gang 
without a single step being taken to prevent a re- 
petition of the crime, or to lower him in the esti- 
mation of his associates, he being in fact allowed 
to return as free from any mark of censure as when 
he left them. It is from the existence of such a state 
of things that our legal institutions are looked upon 
by the humbler classes in the community as mere 
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lotteries or gambling specalations, in which chance 
usurps the s^at of justice ; when a case depends 
as much upon the proper spelling or placing of a 
wordy as upon its intrinsic merits, for the equitable- 
ness of the decision, who can possibly look up to 
institutions which sanction such absurdities with 
either confidence or respect ? As an instance of the 
danger and downright folly of permitting these 
pitiful quibbles to arrest the course of justice ; — 
a felon working out a sentence in a penal gang at 
one of our out-settlements, (and of so incorrigible 
and depraved a disposition that repeated floggings 
were required to keep him in subjection,) having 
committed a crime for which punishment was 
threatened, in the fury of the moment seized an 
axe and beat in the skull of another convict sitting 
beside him, exclaiming with an oath that they 
must hang him now ; yet on the trial he got trium- 
phantly off, because he had used the head instead 
of the edge of the instrument in perpetrating the 
atrocious deed ! and returned to his gang (after 
enjoying an easy idle life of several mouths) in 
the same merry mood as when he left it, decla- 
ring he would commit a similar deed whenever 
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they dared to threaten him with a flogging. A 
notorious gang of robbers who had long infested 
the Windsor road> too, escaped in the same way 
at the qnarter-sessionSy because the drawer-up of 
the indictment (from having unfortunately been 
more conyersant with the language of ordinary life 
than with that of law) had described a gown and 
petticoat as the property of a woman instead of a 
man ; this said woman happening to be married, 
the learned chairman held that it legally belonged 
to the husband^ and on this plea the whole gang 
were forthwith acquitted, much to the annoyance 
of a worthy magistrate on the bench, who declared 
he had often heard of a wife wearing the breeches, 
but never before of a husband wearing the petti- 
coat. While I was in court one day, an individual 
who was tried on an indictment for sheep-stealing 
seemed in a fair way to escape the penalties at- 
tached to the crime by his legal defender proving 
that the animal was not legally a sheep, in conse« 
quence of not being come of age, (according to 
prior deci^ons in England,) and the matter was 
put aside to be gravelj aiyned at a future period* 
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Nothing could exceed the astonishment of tlie 
idmple coantryman on finding that the very animal 
he had reared, and a pair of stockings from the 
wool of which he had then on, was not a sheep 
as he had all along believed: the next sheep which 
was stolen from him he vowed he would call a pig^ 
and try what the effect of that would be. Now, 
as it is impossible to state the name and trade of 
the parent of a foundling, — and as the la>r would 
surely never permit the murderer of a stranger to 
escape merely because his name was unknown, — ^if 
the name of the murdered individual, or the name 
and trade of his parent, can be dispensed with in 
one case, why should they be considered essential 
in another? In the case too of a house being 
robbed or property stolen, ju«^iC6 does not require 
that we should know the owner of the house or 
property, but simply whether a robbery has been 
effected, and who was the perpetrator ; yet the law 
requires this additional knowledge. The only ne-* 
cessary points indeed wherein correctness is required 
for furthering the ends of justice in an indictment, 
are those regardbg the nature of the crime, mid 
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fthere and when committed, eoablmg thus the accused 
to know beforehand the exact nature of the offence 
he is charged with, and to rebut it by an alibi if 
he can ; and if an error should be committed on 
any of these points, by which the criminal escapes, 
were the judge to fine the individual who drew 
up the indictment, and make him pay all the ex* 
penses of the prosecution for his carelessness or 
incapacity, such escapes would be very rare, while 
this would be nothing more than the common rules 
of justice, as applied to every other profession. If 
a progpressive scale of punishments, likewise, were 
attached to every class of offences, and the public 
prosecutor to charge the prisoner in the indictment 

with a degree of guilt corresponding to a certain 

• 

punishment in thescale, — which the jury should not 
be allowed to go beyond, while the judge might 
again be allowed to .mitigate the finding of the 
jury, — ^this would be an obvious improvement on 
the course now pursued ; for we see juries bringing 
in individuals guilty of offences to which the 
penalties of death or transportation for life are 
attached, which the judge is afterwards obliged to 
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reduce to a fe^ months' imprisomiieiiL VmtaeBaeB 
were also to be sworn by the judge in the aolemn 
andimpressiye manner of the Scotch oourta, doubt* 
less the disgraoefal scenes of perjury wbich miw 
pollute our English courts would be materiaUy 
lessened, where the oath is administered by a9 
obscure individual, and in a manner little calcu* 
lated to excite any other feeling in tbe breast of 
the most sensitive but that of disgust at the 
slovenly and unimpressive manner in which the 
witness is sworn. It was during the period of our 
great colonial distress some years back, caused by 
the sudden reduction of government expenditure 
and the alteration of the currency, that perjury 
began to raise its head triumphantly in our courts, 
since which it continued to increase until Governor 
Darling's arrivaL — ^This evil among a hostof otiiiers 
has not escaped his vigilant attention. During this 
period an honest lawyer among us informed me 
that he was now no longer told such and such 
points could be proved in the cases he was coa« 
ducting ; but was coolly asked what points it was 
necessary to prove, in order that witnesses might 
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be pfoemred to prove them* A dollar and a pint 
of rum were ciirr«!itly stated to be the priees 
paid at the outset for witneaaes of this descrip- 
tion^ till competition broke up the monopoly and 
admitted of parchases at a more equitable rate. 
The prosecutions, howcTer^ lately instituted against 
these ** retainers of the law/' and the rule now 
followed of gazetting their names by way of in« 
timidating other offenders, will soon break up the 
flourishing trade too long enjoyed by them. Of 
the mode in which these matters were formerly 
managed in our Australian courts, the account of 
a trial on which I sat as juryman may serve as 
a specimen : it was the case of a woman Tormerly of 
light character in Sydney, but who having married a 
shoemaker, pursued her old vocation with less scan- 
dal, and with the praiseworthy view of bettering her 
worldly prospects, and enabling her dear husband 
to qualify himself to have his name included in the 
list of jurymen under the clause of the new bill 
expected daily from England, in which property 
alime is to be the test of qualificati<m. This lady 
having paid a friendly visit to the lodgings of one 
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of our military heroes in the dark» managed to 
pick the lock of his strong box» and carry off from 
it a bag containing a thousand Spanish dollars. 
Three witnesses were produced to substantiate 
the case, two of them female servants in the 
barrack, who had seen her leaving the officer's 
quarters with a heavy bundle ; and the thirds the 
keeper of a tavern, in whose house she had arrived 
in a very exhausted state with a bag under her 
arm, which burst in her lap, — wh^i out rushed the 
dollars ! The usual mode in such cases is that of 
proving an alibi ; but in this instance, it was apparent 
that such a mode of proceeding could do no good, 
and therefore that means must be taken to invalid 
date the testimony of the witnesses. A Sydney 
householder and an old apple-woman were brought 
forward to prove malice on the part of the servant 
girls, by swearing that on their leaving the police- 
office after the first examination, they stopped 
and talked with the witnesses on behalf of the 
prisoner on their way back to the barrack, and 
uttered against the said prisoner, the most deadly 
threats of animosity. The whole case of perjury 
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was in fact most creditably managed ; because, in 
order that the witnesses for the prisoner might 
know those against her when confronted with 
them, they were introduced into court and kept 
thiere during the trial, making themselves familiar 
with every tittle of evidence regarding it, and 
more particularly with the features and dress of 
those whose evidence theirs was to neutralize. 
Both of these individuals were perched so close to 
the dock during the trial, staring so intently at 
the various witnesses, and paying altogether such 
keen attention to every thing, that a brother jury- 
man on my right, judging from these circumstances 

alone, pointed them out to me as the parties in- 
tended to be brought forward on the part of the 
prisoner, the moment it was stated such witnesses 
were to be called. A captain in the army, 
astonished at the glaring perjury of the pri- 
soner's witnesses, came voluntarily forward after 
them and swore that he had walked from the 
police-court to the barrack-yard close behind the 
servant girls, and that they neither stopped nor spoke 
to any one cm their way, nor did he see either of the 
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individiials who had sworn so stoutly to the con* 
trary, — ^which evidence was fully borne out by thai 
of the girlsy and might have been corroborated by 
other respectable persons, — yet the perjurers were 
allowed to slip out of court without eren a re/pn" 
mand. The third witness for the prisoner waa 
required to prove that the dollars were heel^tapB 
which he had made for her husband, and that the 
hostess must consequently have been mistaken. 
He had very unwisely however been paid part of 
his fee in advance, — that is the pint of rum portion 
of it, — ^and was so drunk that he was under the 
necessity of holding firmly by the ledge of the box 
in order to keep himself from falling. Yet he 
deported himself admirably, notwithstanding ail 
this, giving his evidence quite in a careless, free 
and easy, honest-hearted sort of style. What day 
of* the month was it on which you sold the 
heel-taps? — I don't know. What day of the 
week then? — I don't know. Don't you know 
in what month it was then ? — No. Do you know 
what you came here for ? — No. Here the barrifh^ 
ter frowned and shook his head at the attorney, to 
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which the latter responded by a rignificant smile, 
whispering ** Go on ;'' — after asking a few more 
questions with a similar result, a paper was at 
length delivered by the attorney, which being 
handed to the witness, he was required to state if 
it was his writing and if that was his name at* 
tached to it. Nerer did I see a man more anxious- 
ly particular in scrutinizing a document that he 
might not in so serious a case run the risk of a 
mistake, turning it over and over, holding it up 
and then down, and viewing it in every possible 
light, till, to his evident astonishment, he found 
out that it was actually his own writing and 
signature. It is almost needless to say that it 
proved to be a receipt for the money paid for the 
heel-taps, dated of course the very day on which 
the dollars were stolen. No observation was 
made by a single member of the court on the dis- 
grac^ul state the witness was in ; but the jury 
unanimously agreed to strike out bis evidence, 
which in fact he ought to have been prevented 
from giving. 

But scenes might at that period have been wit« 
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nessed in the colony which would possibly have 
entailed on an individual the cognomen of Mun-- 
chausen should he venture to repeat them. It 
was no very extraordinary spectacle, to see an 
arraigned murderer carousing among his friends 
in a pot-house adjoining the court, in the very 
presence of the constables, on the day of his trial ; 
to see '' thieves of rank " walking up to trial, arm 
in arm with their equally dignified assodates, re- 
ceiving the blessing of all the sympathizing com- 
munity as they tripped along, accompanied by the 
fervent prayer that they might get safely out of 
'* this trouble ;" the respectful constable walking, 
like a common lackey, behind : — to see, also, re- 
ceivers of stolen goods driving up to court to re- 
ceive sentence in their carriages with livery ser- 
vanfs. While all this existed, one could no longer 
wonder that the larcenous portion of the population 
of England should feel a strong disposition to take 
a pleasurable trip to our shores. 

These jovial times are, however, it is hoped 
now at an end : while the eflTective reformation of 
civil and criminal proceedings brought about by 
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the labour of our able chief justice will perpetu- 
ate his name with honour in the colony, seeing 
that delay, uncertainty, and expense, are materially 
alleviated thereby. A reform of this description 
originating where it does, affords the sing^at* spec- 
tacle of the prodigal child setting a good example 
to the parent. 

We have g^nd juries at all the places where 
quarter-sessions are held, performing the same 
duties as those of England ; as also courts of re- 
quests for the recovery of small debts. We have 
OUT paid and our unpaid magistrates ; the former 
however receiving their salaries in shape of pork 

* 

and flour instead of gold and silver. This ori- 
ginated in the diffictdty of inducing individuals, 
in the early era of the colony, to devote a portion 
of their time to magisterial duties, a certain num- 
ber of rations being consequently issued to them 
weekly by way of bait to allure them into office. 
But at the close 'of Sir Thomas Brisbane's admi- 
nistration, a number of gentlemen were raised to 
the bench without the usual perquisites, and styled 
by him honorary magistrates. 
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Magistrates haye here the same powers asm 
EnglaDd regarding all offences committed by free 
men, bat are authorized to pimish conyicta in a 
summary way. A single magistrate can inflict 
corporal punishment upon these to the amount of 
fifty lashes, and sentence to a certain extent of 
labour in a penal gang employed upon the roads 
or in clearing land, or else to the jail gBng or 
tread-mill. Two magistrates can sentence to 8d 
unlimited number of lashes, but it is rarely that 

I 

more than a hundred and fifty are inflicted. They 
can likewise transport a convict to a penal settle* 
ment for a fixed time, or lengthen his original ser^ 
vitude by three years. All convict servants must 
be returned to government, or sent to hospital, 
through a magistrate. There are hospitals at 
Sydney, Paramatta, Liverpool, Windsor, Bath- 
urst, and Newcastle, where convicts are received 
without any expense to the master. 

Every district magistrate has ^ district consta- 
ble and two ordinary ones under his command, as 
also a scourger, to inflict corporal punishment* 
The district constable is always a free man, but 
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the others are often peraons still in the situation 
of oonvicts, who nevertheless usually perform thdr 
duty quite as honestly as ^^onstables in England^ 
while their intelligence regarding matters in their 
official line is, as must be obvious, very superior. 
District constables have mostly 25/. per annum 
each, with a house and rations, and the others 101. 
each. 

The change is astonishing that is wrought upon 
the minds of the convicts with regard to flogging 
after their arrival in the colony ; for although, on 
the voyage out, the very threat of it terrifies the 
boldest of them, after a short residence on shore 
it becomes the subject of jest; even in some in- 
stances, o{ boast. This, I conceive, is entirely owing 
to its being puhKcly inflicted ; for such aflairs are 
usually attended by crowds of the curious, to whom 
they afford matter for idle comment. Fifty lashes 
usually suffice, in the colony, for an offence which 
five hundred would not expiate in the army ; and 
the slightness of the punishment, both as regards 
the number and severity of the lashes» is often ri- 
dittvled ,by die oulpiits* Corporal 
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(degprading in its yery nature) ought certainly tx> 
be as much as possible avoided, and when necea- 
sary, inflicted privately : it will be impossible to 
remit it altogether in the colony, because the ser^ 
vants of a settler may commit an oflfence at the 
very period when their services are urgently 
wanted, and therefore require to be returned forth' 
with to their master's employ. 

To a government secretary residing in the co- 
lony is consigned all epistolary correspondence, 
together with the whole documentary detsiil of the 
administration. This functionary is likewise • a 
member of the executive and legislative councils ; 
and through his hands eight thousand official let- 
ters have passed within the last ten months ; and 
when I state that Alexander M'Leay, Esq., late 
secretary to the Transport Board, holds this high 
and responsible situation, I need say nothing 
farther. 

The internal taxes and government rents are 
collected by a colonial treasurer ; the custom dues 
by another officer. There is likewise an inspector 
of excise, a sheriff, and an tmder-sheriff (viitk sa- 
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lanes) : while a re^strar takes the custody of wills 
and other records. 

The church establishment consists of twelye 
clergymen^ and is under the immediate superin- 
tendance of an archdeacon (the Rey. Archdeacon 
Scott), who is again under the jurisdiction of the 
Bishop of Calcutta. Of the eminent services 
rendered by the archdeacon, one of the most im- 
portant will be that of the public seminary on an 
extensive scale about to be instituted in Sydney, 
for perfecting the education of our youth. From 
this seminary, a certain number of pupils are to be 
despatched at intervals to the English colleges, 
free of personal expense, and who are to be en- 
titled to the first clerical vacancies in the colony on 
the completion of their studies. 

It is almost superfluous to point out how de- 
sirable it is in a country circumstanced as Aus- 
tralia, that all the individuals appointed to fill 
offices therein should be married men, and men too 
of the highest character. Inferiors every where 
ape the good or evil ways of those above them ; it 
is therefore obvious how much moral benefit is 
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likely to result from yirtnoiis example. It is to be 
hoped, indeed, that the day has at length arriTed 
when persons occupying high stations ih our co- 
lonies will be required to demonstrate the good 
they have actually done^ as an essential to their 
continuance therein, instead of deeming that they 
have conducted themselves marvellously well if 
they can steer clear of prosecution or impeach- 
ment for oppression or misrule. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

From the Australian Agricultural CompaDy, 
of late years instituted, we may anticipate many 
important benefits, notwithstanding the clamour 
endeavoured to be raised against it by certain 
interested individuals in the colony, which has 
been unaccountably echoed in England even by 
men of sense, fonder probably of allowing others 
to think for them, than of being at the trouble of 
forming an opinion of their own. The chief ob- 
jection urged appears to be, to the improvement 
of a portion of country by means of a company, 
instead of by the hands of private parties; but 
this is a very trifling point, considering the millions 
upon millions of waste acres that lie scattered over 
the Australian continent. The gift of a single 
million out of this vast amount is about as insigni- 

VOL. II, P 
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ficant as the subtraction of a grain of wheat fron 
a peck measure ; while, if a portion of country is 
converted from an unproductiye wilderness into a 
productive garden, and stocked with the finest 
breeds of sheep, cattle, and horses known in 
Europe, the question by whom this is done ought 
to be altogether of secondary consideration. But 
while these million acres are thus improved, the 
coloQiy in which ihey ai» situated must in like 
mantier reap vast advantages from the valuable 
and costly breeds of animals which a wealthy com- 
pany might introduce, but wluch a private indivi- 
dual could not: from the valuable products, also, 
we may expect them to intrpduoe by means of 
experimental cultivation ; and, last not least, from 
having so numerous, wealthy, and ii\Buential a body 
in the mother country connected «with and conse- 
quently interested in the prospmty of New South 
Wales. 

The Agi^cultural Company has fixed its esta- 
blishment at Port Stephens, about ninety miles 
to the southward of Sydney, one of the finest 
harbours for iperchant. ships in the world, with 
the Karuer river falling into it, navigable for a 
distance of twelve miles. It is extraordinary 
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that, before the arrival of Mr. Daw80o» the com- 
pany's agent, at this port, it was believed not a 
single acre of land in its vicinity was worth accept- 
ance ; yet a million acres of good arable add pas- 
ture land have been with all imaginable ease culled 
eut here, superiorly watered to almost any other 
district in the colony ; abounding in coal ; and exhi- 
biting such specimens of lime as afford the strong- 
est hopes that this valuable mineral will hereafter 
be found in ample quantities, while- the immense 
beds of shells on the harbour bisach will supply all 
ordinary wants for many years to coyne. - 

The tract of land granted is bordered northerly 
by Mamung^s River, (navigable for twenty miles,) 
stretching up along its bank and extending south- 
erly till it joins the kfwer branches of Hunter's 
River. It is watered thus on each boundary by 
the Karuer and Manning^3 rivers, and the nillnerous 
streamlets felling th^^into, and centrally by the 
Myall and Wolomba rivers, and five other smaller 
itreams falling either into Smith's and Wallis's 
Lakes, or the sea. The greater portion of the 
grant consists of dry, grassy, thinly-timbeted 
ranges, admirab|p idk for sheep-husbandry; 
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but there are abiu||ance also of allavial flats, of 
sufficient extent «iid richness for all agricultural 
purposes. Out of 300,000 acres, in fact, in- 
spected by Mr. Dawson toward the sea, only 
100 acres were calculated to be absolutely ' use- 
less; 600 more were bad, but still productive; 
leaving 299,400 acres of land, either excellent, or 
at least of very tolerable quality! 
Four vessels have been wholly, and two partly 

• • • 

freighted by the company, carrying out all manner 
of agricultural implements ; seeds of all varieties ; 
fruit-trees, olives and vines of different species ; 
besides a number of the finest stallions and brood 
mares of pure blood, and of the Cleveland and 
poney breeds ; a considerable quantity of bulls and 
cows of the Durham and Argyle breeds ; and up- 
wards of 2000 Merino sheep of the first quality, 

culled from the choicest flocks in Spain, France, 

. . . . . • • • 

Saxony, and Hungary. Able shepherds have 

accompanied the flocks from these countries, and 

individuals also have been sent out skilled in the 

cultivation of the vine and the olive. In fact, tbe 

agricultural concerns of the company cannot but 

prosper, unless there should be gross mismanage^ 
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ment ; for» when it is known that the inerease of 
stock in the colony averages between twenty and 
thirty per cent, what else can possibly prevent 
prosperity from crowning their efforts, since they 
have the land> as it were» for nothing, and can 
maintain all their establishment so readily from it 
with but an inconsiderable amount of annual out* 
lay, and for which amount the exports to England 
will speedily provide. — ^An able person to super- 
intend the working of the coal mines upon the 
property has likewise been sent out, accompanied 
by miners, two steam-engines, iron ndl-ways^ and 
all manner of desirable machinery. 

P.S. Since writing the above Letters, vessels 
with detachments of troops and convicts have been 
despatched from Sydney to colonize Western Port 
in Bass Straits, (before spoken of,) and King 
George's Sound, immediately to the eastward of 
Cape Leuwin, the most south-west^Iy point of 
Australia, and thus situated in the direction of 
India. King George's Sound is in about 3S^ 
south, having therefore a similar climate to that 
of Sydney, and lying but a few days' sail out of 
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the xxmrse of vessels outward bouml from England, 
imd immediately in the track of those homeward 
bound by way of the Cape of Grood^Hope. Re- 
freshment may thus be readily ^procured either 
there or at Western Port when pursuing this route 
either, wi^y. King George's Sound being ftiU three 
weeks' sail 'short of Sydney, if the country there 
is found to be fertile and well watered, emigrants 
fcom Great Britain may possibly hereaft^ prefer 
it, seeing they can communicate with India or the 
Cape in one half the time requisite from Sydney, 
and diminish the voyage from England one-sixth, 
while enjoying a climate equally cool and salu- 
brious as that of the Australian capital. 

By calculations lately made, it appears that 
upwards of a hundred thousand gallons of spirits 
are annually consumed in the colony, and the same 
quantity of wine and malt liquors : that also about 
sixty thousand pounds of tobacco, on average, 
are of late yearly imported ; while the value of 
tea imported during a single quarter amounted to 
14,168/. 

The Sydney Gazette is now published every day, 
— ^being the only daily paper I believe existing at 
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present in a Britidi colony. It is much to be la- 
mented that some of our journals have of late as- 
sumed a menacing and inflammatory tone, tending 
to deter His Excellency from following up the 
salutary although severe system of penal discipline 
lately commenced. If this inflammatory coxase 
should be persevered in by the colonial press, it 
must finally induce the mother country either to 
find some other destination for her convicts, or to 
curb forthwith the Uberty which has thns^ ripened 
into license. It is quite evident that unless such a' 
system is pursued in New South Wales as will 
terrify offenders in the mother country, dishonesty 
will in all likelihood increase, until her whole poor 
population become corrupted, and her police and 
judicial establishments such as no country, however 
rich, can support. Self-interest therefore will na- 
turally suggest to her a recourse to some other 
mode, or some other place of punishment, which 
may check instead of encourage the growth of 
crime; while a more deadly blow could not be 
aimed at the prosperity of New South Wales than 
the making her no longer the depositary of cri- 
minals. It is to be hoped, however, that means 
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may be found to avert this evil without depriving 
the colony of the great benefit of free discussion » 
by a simple enactment declaring libellous all wri- 
tings having a tendency to instil into the minds of 
criminals undergoing the penalties of the law a 
belief that they are oppressed, or which in fact may 
render them any way discontented with the acts 
of the government, — leaving such actions to the 
verdict of a special jury drawn from the grand 
jury list, so as to secure individuals of indepen* 
dence and respectability upon it. 

The generality of newspaper editors, like indi- 
viduals in every other profession, ^ be natnrally 
led to follow that course which promises most 
profit ; and as in New South Wales writings of the 
description which I am deprecating cannot fail to 
be popular, and where the concoction of libels 
pays even better than the breeding of sheep, it is 
not much to be wondered at that they should be 
persevered in. But on the other hand it is only a 
free press that can materially contribute to protect 
a colony like New South Wales from the effects of 
misgovemment, or indeed to secure the personal 
liberty of the subject ; for by reason of the immense 
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influence which the local administration possesses, 
(from having the sole disposal of the ungranted 
lands, together with the disposal of the convict 
servants,) few individuals, either in private situa- 
tions or even when forming part of any legislative 
body however popularly constituted, would be bold 
enough to oppose the measures of government, see- 
ing their prosperity could be either essentially pro- 
moted or injured at the mere will of the latter : 
but as the editor of a newspaper will gain more by 
writing to please the body of the people than by 
truckling to the government, and as the majority 
of mankind have a stronger appetite for censure 
than for praise of those above them, he will na« 
turally keep a sharp look-out with that view, while 
the government will in like manner have a powerful 
motive to avoid giving just cause of blame. 

The question of " What is a libel ?" will perhaps 
never be capable of such strict definition as to admit 
of a legislative enactment /ti% explaining it, and 
therefore great latitude must possibly always be 
allowed to jurymen in such cases, and it is perhaps 
well for the cause of liberty that it should be so. 

On all New South Wales juries, the suspicion 
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of malice or other evil motive ought alone to 
be made the ground of challeiige; — character, as 
far 88 possiUe, never. It is this vhich forms 
the paramount objection to property only con- 
gtitatbg the qaaliiicatioii of jurymen here; be- 
cause in that case challenges on point of character 
might be so nMrnerous^ that few individuals would 
be bold enough to bring down upon their heads 
the host of enemies an attempt of the kind 
would call forth — an attempt which would cer- 
tainly prodoee a most numng effect, sinnlar to that 
residtiBg fiom the strains of OFpheus--but with 
this difference, that the sticks and stones, instead of 
dancing at the Aeeb, would be dancing at the head 
of the unreasonable upstart (as our patriots would 
indignantly phrase it) who had the temerity to 
question their pretensions. 



THE END. 
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